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Bld Mr. Stevens Win?
T HE greatest question in Canadian politics at tbe

present time is tbis: "Did Mr. H. H. Stevens,
M.P., win ?" It will bie remernbered that Mr.
Stevens, who represents the labour elements in
Van couver, bas been fighting the Hindu. You see,
-the Hindus have no votes and therefore no self-
respecting labour member could reasonably bie ex-
-pected to sympathize with them. Far from sym-
patbiîing with the Hindus,- Mr. Stevens has been
utterly opposed to their breathing the air of British
'Columbia or of enjoying any portion of tbis land
-of equality and liberty.

To be more specific, Mr. Stevens bad helped to
keep two poor Sikh wornen iii custody -at Vancouver
for several rnonths. These two wornen bad corne
fromi India, wbicb is said to, be a portion of tbe
British Empire, to join their husbands in British
-Columbia, wbich is also said to be a portion of the
British Empire. Now, tbanks to Mr. H. M-. Stevens,
M.P., Labour member for Vancouver, and other
generous souls, these womien, after a long, long fight,
are now to be permitted to join tbeir busbands in
Vancouver. Mr. Stevens waives bis objection on
the condition that'the case shahl not be considered
.a precedent. The Hindu women are to stay, but
it is understood that Mr. Stevens, will. not allow any
more of them to corne in.

The two women won. The next two that try to
-come rnay win. H-ow, then, can this be a victory
for Mr. Stevens and the Anti-Asiatic Leaguie?' If
these mnen wbo would sooner die than allow any
more Hindus to corne into the couintry bave been
bet by two Windu wornen, bow can we credit

thmwith being Great Patriots?

R<>mbarding a~ Trust.O Fail tbe futile rnethods of attacldng a trust,
this reducing the duty on cernent takes the
medal. And the fllnny part of it is Ithat

some of the sanest newspapers bave fallen into~ the
-samne error. The reduction of the duty will belp
the merger rather than injure it, because it will put
the weaker independent companies out of business.
The Canada Cernent Company bias advantages in
plant and distribuîtion over many of the independenit
companies, and it can stand the strain best. There
arc eleven independent companies ini Ontario alone,
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This was the mile up to last week. But Mr. .White
has changed ail that. He opened the week with the
announicement of the changes in cernent duties. He
let the country wonder about that for six days and
then he announced a large number of other tariff
changes. Before this issue is off the press, there
may be another announcement. TIhere may be one
every week in the year.

The business men must relish the new state of
aif airs. Next week automobiles may corne in free,
because certain classes of the cornmumity have been
discovered who could buy autom~obiles if they were
cheaper. The following week, sugar may be put
on the free list because the farmers' wives intend
to do a lot of extra preserving this summer. The
next week, box-cars and locomotives may be allowed
m-,at one-third the present rate of duty because
Mr. White bas found that there will be a shortage
of box-cars and locomotives to rnove the Western
grain crop. And so on, ad infiniturn. What a
lovely rnuss the business of the country will be in

Tbe Light-Houae Keeper.

D RA WINC a s'mall salary and living a nar-
row if e iii isolated quarters, the, light-

house keeper is the least of'civil servants. Yet
to-day hie is the foot-bail of the petty politi-
ciens. He is being dis placed to make room
f or a -new appointee, a friend of the Ganser-
vative mnember.

What a spectacle! A Government of Big
Me, edged ta Civil Service Reform thraugh

the utteranîces of their Leader, spending their
tim )e cuittinJg Off thZe heads Of liglhhase
keepers!f What a diseappoîincnt ta thase of
us Who had hoped that the Borden Covernment
would rîse above such petty Part y patronage!

Is there no Joshua in Canada Who zuill lead
us out of this state of bandage inta, the
promi sed land where business principles and
common hinnity will triufnph over political
greedf

by the end of tbe year-if Mr. White continues to
annouince weekly changes!

The Liberals cannot criticize, because they
opposed the creation of a Tarifï Cornrission which
wvouid have prevented such occurrences. The Lib-
eral Senate voted down the Tariff Commission Act.
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oftoble. 1 do not know of any penitentiary or
prison in Canada which has an expert in crirnin-
ology at its head.

Kingston penitentiary to-day keeps one haîf of
its inmates breaking stone indoors. The theory is
that every rnan shaîl be taught a trade. In prac-
tice, very f ew of the rnen learn anything except how
to kili time breaking stones, a rnost soul-killing occu-
pation. A rnan wbo has broken stone in Kingston
for five years will bie so bardened and dulled.that
he will neyer be able to, get back bis rnanbood. He
is permanently added to the crirninal classes..

The first thing to, be done is to put tmained ex-
perts at the bead of these institution5; the second
to separate the first offenders frorn the hardened
criminals; and the third to put every manat work
which will develop his creative faculties and bis
mental poise. This rneans taking these institutions
entirely out of the bands of the patronage-mongers
and place-seekers.

Terminal Elevatora.

E VERY government should try to redeen its pre-
election pledges, but no such pledge should
cause any adrninistration to, do sornething

wbich it, in tbe meantime, discovers to be unwise.
Hon. Robert Rogers announces that the Government
will implernent its promise to build and operate ter-
minal elevators at the head of Lake Superior. This
shows a commendable desire to carry out a promise,
but it does nothing more. It is not a fresh proof of
Hon. Mr. Rogers' statesmanship, nor of the Gov-
ernent's anxiety to, find out what is best .for
the West.

Last, year twenty-five mnillion bushels of wbeat
went to waste because there were flot enough cars
to transport the wheat to Fort William and Port
Arthur. Tbe West needs rnore cars and more rail-
way tracks, rather tban more terminal elevators.
What will be the good of a storage elevator if tbere
are no trains to carry wheat to, it ?

Again, the Government will build only one ele-
vator, with a capacity of three million bushels.
This is better than buying an existing elevator, but
what will one storage elevator with tbree million
capa.city be 'Worth in face of a shortage in storage
capacity of fifteen, twenty or perhaps fifty millions?
Ten elevators, not one, sbould bave been the con-
tract-if the policy was good.

But the policy is not the best. If a dozen cheaper
storage elevators badl been built at central points
througb tbe West, to wbich grain could be rushed
quickly over the branch lines when the main lines
were fully occupied, the real remedy would be
fotlnd. At present a car loaded in middle Saskat-
chewvan will carry out to Fort William only one
loadl in two weeks. The saine car could carry out
tbree or four Ioads to a storage elevator at Sas-
katoon in the saine tirne. Then these storage ele-
vators at interior points could be ernptied after the
navigation season closes, anld when the main line
rulsh is over. 'len sncb cheap elevators would save
twentv-five million bushiels of wheat wbich might
cberwise be destroyed.
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