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#8Teddy, by the way,. according ta

pista, aur friendship has'been a decided
suehe?"

.::RipIng 1answered
Aü ,eeducated you, tamdjou,"

she said. 1'Yeu have quite a .Erent
ides 'n regard té girls naw."

"Qie"Ianwered.
"1410w you know," she went on, "I

believe, Sou had an ides, that girls look
Smevoeynmaie eaturein-in the liglitof
a possible hueband-

1 heldup a hand in protest.
&«And jet me tell you that's an e>ploded

ides. 1 have Iproved that 'an ideal friend-
slip can exist between a mn ansd a girl,
havent 1I."

-iYe.e," I1 said, though I could not help
a faltering not aPPèaring in mY voice.

just at that moment a wasp stung me
on the j1sd. 1Ipulled out my handker-

efd anr wrapped it round the injured
part. It was very painful. She jumped
UP.

"Let me see&it," her voicewas anxius,
which somehow pleased me.

"Mindt" I warned her, "ýyou'll upset
the boat!"

I caught lier by the hand, and pulled
her down beside me.

" Neyer mind the sting. To-morrow,
1 said gloomily, "you'll be gone, and'I
shail bc alone."

"Correct," she said dirnpling up at me.
"Only you needn't be alone, you've

heaps of other friends?"
I chose to ignore this remark. I was

twisting the ring round and round on that
third finger of bers.

"Some fellows have ail the luck, " I
8aid savýagely. "Mhat's lie like?" Iase sdlnlv.

"Hc's rather a dear!" she said quietly,
and I dIropped ber hand. "What's the

'<Eerhin,"I said slowly. "M'hat a
f 0 01 , lying a silly game of

elee after al!"' "Do vou
know" eind turned round and faced her,"do -"oi know that Vve corne to the con-clusion that this platonie friendship is

Billy rot. They say it always ends dis-
astrous1y for the girl or the man.An-

'«I don't think I quite understand," she
mbrmured.

1 cauglit the band again, and touclied
the ring.

"Idf that " I said slowly, '«were on an-
other finger, I miglit explain what 1
mnean."?

Pýromptly she took off the ring and put
it on the second finger.
*"There you are," she said, "I'm listen-

3ng.)
"'No," I said, "No-1 mean I would if

you weren't engaged. One can't poach~
you know on the other chape' preserves.'

"But-there is no 'other chap.' " Rer
face was hidden.

"Explain!" My voice was cold.
"Oh, Teddy, yqu are a dense boy. I

ha pened to put the ring-a birthday
git from dad-on that finger by mistake.

Z dmp ta the conclusion I was en-
ga let you tink so, as I wanted to

prove fto you we could be just friends sud
--nothing mare. Now, well-I'm not

engaged-never have been, and neyer
selal -"y

"Oh yes," I said witli great decision.
"Oh, car, yes, you will. You're* a flirt,
a it'tle he'artless mmnx. But, let's throw
the Platonie business overboard-it's i
farce- "

Slie lifted up lier face suddenly.
"Oh!"'slie cried. "What a time youi'vc

been finding it out! I've known for more
than two weeks!"

"Hôbbs is a pessimist isn't lie?" "INot
exactly. 1 should cail him an opti-
pessimist?" "Wliat do you mean?"
"He aeknowledges that every cloud li a
silver lining, but grumbles because it is on
the farther side."-Bosion Transcript.

Th'le city girl boarding in the country
spoke to t he fariner about the savage way
in whicli the cow regarded ber.

"Well," said the farmer,"it must be on
account of that red waist you're wear-
ing?"

"iDear me," said the girl: "of <orse 1
know it's awfully out of fashion, but 1 had
no idea a country cow would notice it."
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