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DOMINION FOREST PARTIES.

Anumber of the offleers of the
Domlinion Forestry ]3rancli left Ot-
ta,',a during May for suminer field-
Work i various portions of the West.
TPhe plans for work outside of tlie
1reg111r work in connection with the
P'orest Reserves will take the men
through a large area of country
Whicli lias flot been previously trav-
ersed by men trained to look for mat-
tOIlS Pertaining to forestry.

The, most important trip will be
thlat of Mr. E. H1. Finlayson, Inspee-
tOr' of l'ire Ranging. This was brief-

~referred to in a previous issue of
~'eJournal. Mr. Finlayson left Ot-

ýýawýa during* the latter part of May
Mltd will be engaged for a short time
'n. administratjve work connected

~ihthe fire-rangîng organization
Îric s under his supervision. About

1lieTiddle of June, liowever, lie will
pra , Prince Albert on his way north.
JIrwelling by canoc f rom tlie end of

116 m River branch of the Canadian
çortliern Railway, lie will f ollow wat-

rrotsuntil 1w reaclips the Beaver
ve.This river is one of the main

teas at the head of the Churchill
Whieh fiows into Hudson Bay at

~OtChurchill.. A number of large
ek5 lie in this district, and some of
hmwill be traversed, by Mr. Fin-

~Y sparty. Tliey include Lac
)rLac la Plonge, R1e a la Crosse

ake,'Clear lake, Buffalo lake and La
dolelake. A portage over a low

>iglit of land leads to thie Clearwater
''ewiceh will be followed for

bot one liundred miles until tlie
110'l's Bay Company 's Post at Me-

t""rraY is reaclied. This is situated
t th~e confinence of tlie Clearwater
1111 Athabaska rivers. The balance
f AIP. Pinlayson's trip will lie along
le regula routes of travel of tlie
laekenzie river valley. Mr. Finlay-
>11 Plans to go as far nortli as Fort
11POn, situated at tlie point wliere
leiard joins tlie Mackenzie river.
,,outte of travel f ollows the Atha-
kariVer to its moutli at Lake Athia-

baska, down the Slave river to Great
Slave lake, and from there down the
Mackenzie river proper.

The main object of Mr. Finlayson 's
trip is to obtain information iii regard
to the country whieh will make it pos-
sible to organize a staff of fire-rangers
for the protection of the timberlands
of the region. Tlie present organiza-
tion in this conneetion provides only
protection along the river, althougli,
of course, that covers the area moat
travelled. There will be this summer
two.fire-patrol boats, of whicli onewill
operate northward from Fort Smith
and the other in a soutlierly dlirection
from that point.

Another matter that will engage
Mr. Finlayson 's attention is the herd-
of reindeer, which was transported
by the Dominion Government from
Labrador. The herd was secured
from Dr. Grenfell, who has donc mucli
to encourage the introduction of this
useful animal into Labrador and New-
foundland. The Dominion Govern-
ment ]ierd is at present located at
Fort Smith and is under tlie supervi-
sion of the Forestry Brandi. The
reîndeer have in tic sumiuer been
troubled a great deal by tlie mosquitos
and flics, and it is proposed to trans-
fer them to an island in Great Slave
Lake.

The reconnaissance survey parties
left for the varions districts assigned
to themi during tic montli of May. Mr.
J. A. Doucet witli Mr. R. M. Watt as
assistant were the first to start off.
Tliis party vill be engaged Îrn an ex-
amination of landïs in tlie valley of
the Peace river. This season's work
will complete the examination of
lands connected witli tie Rocky
Mountains Forest Reserve upon
wicl men liave been engaged for
tlie past three seasons.

Messrs. Donald Grieg and T. A.
Trebilcock will be working between
Lake Winnipeg and Lake Manitoba.'
MLr. A. B. Conncl, wîth Mr. A. M.
Tliurston as assistant will examine the
Pasquia Hills in the province of Sas-
katchewanl. Mr. G. P. Melrose, of the


