T

[ 9 ]
#nd figned only the Uay before ; and that by having fent the .Gen'{
tlemen of the Trade a Copy of 'his Statement and genéral Opi-

nion of the Nature and Situation of the Fifhery at Ncwfou_ndland,
he had every Reafon to believe it met with their Approbation.

"The faid Statement is as follows : < Till Yefterday I was per-
¢ fe@ly ignorant in what Way the Enquiry which is the Cbject
¢ of this Committee was to be conduc¢ted—I am by no Means
¢ prepared to enter into a minute or particular Statement of the
. 4 Newfoundland Trade founded upon Calculations, not am I
< qualified by any authentic Documents te draw a Compa-

<¢. rifon between its prefent State ‘and that in which .it has fub-
«¢ fifted for fome Years paft; but having carried on an extenfive
“¢ Concern in that Trade for about Twenty-two Years, and having
“¢ during that Time been converfant, and on the moft intimatc
¢ Footing with moft of the Gentlemen engaged in it; the mott
¢« interefting Circumftances refpecting the Trade, and the Advan-
¢ tages as well as Difadvantages with' which it is attended, have
<¢ fallen under my Notice. I would beg Leave to preface what I
‘¢ have to fay, with flating, that in my Opinion it is a Branch
¢ of Commerce highly important and mioft invaluable to Great
¢¢ Britain, not only as a very confiderable Nurfery for Seamen,
*“ but as it affords a Confumpt for the Growth, Produce, " and
¢ Manufactures of this Country, to the Amount of not lefs than
¢ Half a Million Annually. . ‘ '

¢ The Fith caught in this Trade is fent to Foreign Markets,
** namely Spain, Portugal, and Italy, and the Returns I judge to
¢ be nearly 33ths in Specie, or in Bills of Exthange: Such a
¢ ‘T'rade is furely well worth the higheft Attention and Encou-
¢ ragement of the Legiflature; and ought atleaft to be freed
¢ from every Species of Difficulty, Burthen, or Impediment..
“ The Cod' Fithery is chiefly carried on by -‘Two different
¢ Modes: o

¢ 1ft. That on the Banks, where {maller Veffels are employed.
¢ Thefe make ‘Three or Four Tripsin the Seafon, generally lay-
ing at Anchor for Three Weeks or 2 Month together. Imme-
¢ diately after having caught the Fifh they falt it, and when they
¢ ‘have completed their Cargoes, land it in order to be cured and
¢ dried, and return to the Banks in Queft of a frefh Supply.

¢ Thefe Vefiels take from Seven to Fourteen hundred O\uintals‘
 of Fifh cach during the Scafon.  But this Fithery is only
1. C ¢ carried



