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CHAPTER II.

The Pastor of Ste. Victoire had

rd a good day's work, for SU

îwas with him a laborious day, t

deed it is for most hard-working
ish priests.

On the Sunday of whmliich we

speaking le Lad risen betlimes

made lis meditation in the Ci,

until it was time to ring lite A

us. This lie did wivith his own ha

bis negligent Sacrirtan wmas noit

up. Since it was the finst Suida

Lent, a considerable niumiber i

paxishioners were desirtus of-

proaching the Sacraments, anicd

gooud clergyymian% was deaiced f

long tine in the Confessioni], h-

umtil the time for 31aiss. Ife fel

most fait when hue twent iai' 'chie

risty to vest; the crisii an wa'

ready to het lu hiii. btut nut il 'che

of htinor, for lue nwtiet<li l f

in his duty and ex d a0 well-m11

ed reprianid. lusteaf<t 1 i- >

surprise Fatlier 31ont.niuliii m

observei lthat ie li iî c

rest that morning. The sermoni
day was on the Sacrament(i i

ance; the preacher reminded his h

ers more particu l rly dîat 'tr 1
had rendered confession iulch a.

than it woild otherwise bave I'

by, imposing strict secrecy as a.

ean obligation on the minister
was His representat 1ive; so that (

accoint, not evtenu to aver lce
cf ail lbs temporal goois. of bis

putation. evenO a life itself. ca i

priest venture vt iolate the seal

the confession. hin Iltistral.iOl

rwhat he sait, lie eltioedi2( the t

kno-wn exampile of St. John Ne'o
cene; andl in more recent ' ies.

case o the lolish p'riest w«ho, ra

than break tue se al of coIfess
sufferered shaie and reproach

ended his days as ait e.ile in i

Final y hl >filceailecd eariiestly I'

mien of lis -- ·
fèw w ere preselit h e d uy e

no longer1 ta t-erte .y -'r

already d t 0 long neglectedL. if c

-ing their peacc wi miwhi .Ga cx:c1c

ciplating in the creasure cf i

Redlcnrpucrchcased frac xiReemer

bitter passioi at .

it 'aVks ratlier la '

whmîen Facther' '..\ cci'uuhc-

islied the a . atter d i .'

,vent thankcgiving. rele
own'1, room1, wt-i-e ac cua ,

jponi thte tae ed i

the bretviary-alv- c-s e
had to be recied]; acd al- ÷

this w«as enddc-I. hlct 'c <c-y'-

parishioners ci.

other, each i nd(- xeed cc.. cu i

help or consolaion, accc:cu

their several cieln-om-

lasted uctil Ssain!,i he ldc c--'

keeper who aLttended c

brotuglht his irugil din ner- in fr

''Olive-tree'' inn close by. Ti

man was not reguitrly engcedu

his servant, le contemlated mak

a fresh arrangement, as so-nc as

could funnish a couple of reta-

his mnotier, and oifei' her a hom

der lis rouf.

Susan mas dressed in al hier u

filtery, which consisted oi Pf a irck

pale blue icaterial ivth a o-t m

striking latteurn io yellow' acncdi

flowers. over this she w-oriE a sir

shamvl of green striped -th wh

the gaudy colors be.ing il ii. keep

with ber wrinkleid countenanc-

the grey locks that -tere raither

tidily twisted up indaler hier cap. T

good woman was, in factil not far

seventy, and could neer hatîe beeni

beauty in her youiger iays. bui il

snattered little, for sie was an h

est old soul, and had no greater w
than to make all straight and co

lortable for his Reve.reice.

As soon as sh-e had put he soup i

en th-e table. she sumoohed lhen ap
with hier wrî'ink]ed ald bands, t

standing at a lile distance shte
gan, with thue famihiarity of atm

dbomestic.

end-
d.rc1A

and resolving at l ast to go to col- containing the funds oi the Guild. HIe

fesion." spent soine time reckomiiiig i) his fig-

'Well, Susan, ve knlow tlat ite ures, and then slowly, anic 'toubtful-

as in- most eloqutent discourses do îlot ly, ia, it munst be comuessed nO very

Par- change the heart. You ouglit ta pray business like mnanner, he begant to

fervently, that villI do mure good cotnt the monies spread out on the

MM thn ainenctiucg over tlîe ohuluraey ci table.

sanners.rW bave a loeig-stifering and t"SO hundred-franc ilotes is 8,000

an< uicomassioaiGte God who knoms how francs- 50twenty-frac notes is 1,000

t recall the waiderers to olimseli. francs; that makes 9,000 francs m

m-Mercy ontus! I only meant first to notes. 75 gold Napoleons ndhd to it
nDas tel]lyour reveree wHat a fine sl- iakes 10,50l0 francs; 215 fi-anc

y tm. nyoupureaclied and now seemingily pieces 1,075 franes more, and 425

i*111 have been proudand cuaritable ! francs ini sicler coins. Altogether
01 ' But will you net take anotlhe sli'lice the2 f0 irancs wily which are ta

Softhe roast beef. Father ? -No ? bLe iven over' ta 31rs, lanchard. Up-

WLl, I exict it is rather ugh, the on my wod 'tis a gooidly sIium !
br a bu er serves us very badly not. 1 never c a shad1 so muihi ic miy keepiig be-

actb-ve scarceIv got a ooth left himy fore.' Thereupon the good priest be-

- ht-àd l:yo au are young and withlgant ta coutt soie of the rolls of sil-

tor exnr Iuellet set of teethyoumight av er agas; uuds u abismrbed was

he c e Arn i tu cleat away ? I he in this ociuation, thut lie fialel

a di not tlhink lhowever ywl-il ikeep to heai' a kncutk att.h doori. t) its
n in our strength, etg as little as biiing reliatetd rathe.t lou , lie start-

prn ti ., Cd and called out ''Coie in" li rather
- .'bail get on well eotiugli, Su-÷. a ightened tome. In eCine the scis-

erxly New yusit Jcave te thie lo et p tan, and whien lie saw althile iioiey

reati for Catechism. it is reLiy uicreonO he tablehe maden autteinl to

h a im p tortant it ha ni i li u i or ing's sir -- co ce l his anst ishu met - m " ss m y
ni , swered ithe priest, watching soul !"C he execliiied, cas ie ran lis

Lora - ii ha clii m'îtiii milili aci. sîcie us c-chic' ey-es gr'c'ecly h' a er thlialittîe hli aio
• carried away the dishes amid uan baik notes, the gHittaing gold coins,

isIier in a-nxious shake ofi te head. When and the various piles o silveri muoiey.
met the door hadl closed belil hier, l'e 'I beg youir pardon. Father, but I

l uook up a catechisiunaid began to really had no idea your reverence wias
wo - hink ter the instruction which hie scrich."

had already prepared sane days ,preV- "Not a penny of aI this belongs to
- o-isly. lor some time lie sat at itle l,'' answered the iriest. by no

ne- i
-tiable mediiating. his hiead restintg 'ilnumeans wel-el-leaused that the sacristan,

the -
bs hanL. He was Lulte at youang n-; of al peopl]e. should find him engaged

- his aile, railer handsoie in counting a large sumiai mioney. ie
uit

vell -wore a pleasing exlression, for c' - mistrusted the mail, and certainly hi-;

though soiewhat grave, he was 1 antecedeuts er not suicbh as ta ini-

tlu- iturallhf ai- blithe and cheerfil dis- spire confidence. le was an iunprepos-

te Tstio. lhe careful and pions traiu- sessing-looking fellov, of average

. rg lf his boyltcd, aulid the cOurse o iheight and powerful build,D ot more

aCIIstudy he had subseqtuctly gone than forty eais o! age, althougt lie
ami ''

il-rougi. imparted a certain refie- might have beei taken for ten 3-ears

himent te his countenane. older. There was a bold, bad look

Tie whitewaished walls and suimIple in his dark eye.s, and his moustache.

· urniturlice o ite o-acm were in ue-e- twnisted uwars at, 1.h eds gate

ai.. in -with its occupants. The old fash-- himi a so hat 'akisli appearance.

n -'ued carvin of limedrkwvoodnceil. A bread scar passing 'ovr the upper

i a ng dol i osts besiioke cou-i i-c- part oc hisi ios und lait chcek, did

.a cii miuit: ari 'chie Cri'ix hacn- not addtol the auttactivemess oi his

Ql 11)he ýVaIl, uts well as lu tie tiv- countenance. Itn fact. it would ncot

tureA the Lacst Sucperau in ct, have bein easyla'o fit miyone' inor

were far scIuoi e t heoriiuyl lusuitable icn apeairancl.ie fo' thie (ilico

odiuctierc- f iode-rn iliaumart.i heheld.Albert Loser--such-ams his

The comnoim H earthenwarevasesoi ' ne--as ntive f orain,(nd

c - , .îhacusUrveini la cinp uofFrauctir-

ofbooms uk i ut u irc. i-c-- earis d'uaithe lratheinin wait'

oeut C'f i'îIIu h'i . - , th Frenci sidu. ai as liea s

wan toboa, hd .hotdown nelota

ntc the îar au.- ier, in reward for his

hek c aic cirs a nd hh-ii . . ex l i n ti - h e c.' î-ncc di l . -

thei( dc ce-v o 'ci' dal, with a ihjt t ea sutculaion

-' s'c l i - < li

chr-rfuless inlcontnt ., s pme hA bri guen Whun o

Whac, . fact, did ie cwalt tih succuessii, liit iirruiir c'induct

-'-- ?-h shw -? T h- iic'' i-and tegect of dciy gelutrill Iled t>

iraît hya.cciths at te oen - ils disicssal wiihin a short îiici' io

:dow, the brigit sunshineI thcat lit up tile, is onlyt rcii t inc, uor

i the r' ihe mild sprig air hadt rathe' claim ic his Coulitry. was Ice

as witii. - -he scut of the orchards sitrL'E-ccut icross his fae. which i

cag flower, <idimi e to mcake the humli alleged tub thIll wk of a l'russiat

S apaniient houelik undleasnit thni Hussar duriig a s'iich. In tiei-

fo rich carpets, costl y iintingsail " t an urse Of hi i wnring e lihad i.m e

u- uirious furitclure would have done. ubout a vear agu ta irincuie, aud cl

A Sabbcath stiIlIcss, ai atmiosphere of hlis glib toînuie hai lirciated lu-

i'y peace restedci oi Ithe wl s-eue; no- self with the Mayor, who happ; el"

il thiig i lhis surrouidiligs led Ilhe to be looking out foi' a sucr-aan, ani

htat good pastr ta suspct mw near the cfed the vanacatt post tc in h-er,

red storI ws aproaching whmich w-ould'c miiianiy battles.' Loser

ail '-reck the- haipiness of his traniquil accepte( it oi trnial ; 'i
it'. life. ever could tolerate priests,-'

2 The c-hurch bell rang out its sn- he said tu the 3aur. - hut beggars
iss iiu s o ltbt

mi tnons only tu sool. The priest rose. iust not ha chooser. \othia bat-

aid weit itot clue chuich ta give the ter liaving presen1e itse nlf sinc. e

h ianstrution; tuo this he had to devote baitIeftte situation. ic uciiks Ilie

oiff

a.

ro ii

(<i-

ad
be.

od 

"What a splendid sermon yvou gave

us to-day, Father ! All about le
seal of confession. And the beaulifu]l
story about the Saint,and the 'olis.h
priest ! I looked around me once or
twice in church - Iholoe, I dd no|
do wrong, it was for imy edification-
and you should just have seen how

-the people were crying. The persons
who ought to have heard it, like ihe
]ayor and the Notary, and the Lib-
erals as they call themselves, wtre

not there, more's the pi y. hey

have got sonething better to do now

than to corne ta church; hey are so

bu5ry with the election! And as for
one who was there, that out of a-

acristan, I saw him sinling ta n1iî'-

self as he sat in the shade of the sac-
xisty-door einstead otakingthe ser-

imon to heat as he Shouki have dolle,

nus twhole energv. Thten tollowed 'es- favor he thaid iout1lwit tthe li,

pers azuti entiediction, and to winda uliathoigh heh i ' '10 i.est

all. ain infant was broughut to be bal- grave cause for disatc,iaciun.

tized. It will be neay imaliugined tha Ilie

N4O mrt a eu Fcîtter )lollt- appearance upon he scene oif such a

mouilin at length irewI htiiself back nuan as Ibis 'as mci'

in his easy chair with a sigh of re- for FathurM c ' i

lie', bis eyelids c]osed fromî sheerd the com'tous liaoki c ii-as

mweariness, andi drowrsiness crept over they rested upon thlie g i. it fished

him. Burt a mmeentt latt.er le started through his mind in -n instant that

up and rubbed his eyes. "Comte, he was all alone in the ,ambliicg, aoId-

comne." he said to Iimuself, 'this viil fashioned building witli tisminilwhon

never do. I nt toc younig yet to go hLeknew ta bci l ot n

ta seleep in broat tIayligui- -aî'esoul being within call. Invoutarily

ulst l ine lat dto aok o cig' Ithe ae lie started to his feet and stood be-

count i St. tosaplo 's Guil t a,1- tween Loser and C te ible mlwhereon

coun t h o e St.o sey th at GM ld nSL - the mnoney lay, plac -ing his ian l on

chard de puosited wi t i-îh my predecessor a chair, as the o n dly eapa n c i a-

and myself. She is commhg to-mîorr'îuow Ic'nce 'uithin reaclu, andlrepenting îuu a

ta feto lte'«hale suivi: tLarik Goil, deternined umanner: "This mioney doaes

t oe fe itc s tu set about. butiiig IGe m10 belongto ne, it has been collect-

h syitab w it soao to isi u g b vlin g ait e d by St. Jose ph's Guild, and is i i-

a opi a.nt tese gan shla inS whave t an tended for the building oi a new hos-

tnivet t colleet. Frnceis aseco pital. Mr. fBlanchard is coming to

a ive dr to hoelecIt.e i seeasr; G o g a i fetch it to-m orrow or the next da."

sie ern th etheeeby -vin l;e id itiua fui- "Y ou need not be aaltar mied, your

or, and the old child-like faith mtay revereice" rejoined Lser .with a

revive in our lanL " Thus miuising, he mocking smile, for lie guiessed lte

cast a glance out of the wrindow ti ut good prjiest's thouglits. 'I shall not

the quiet village that lay below, liaf- taie you for onie of Cte accursed Prus-

hidden by the trees wiicl wmere iow sians, vihose gaine I stopped-- aIl is

in full blossomi. Then hie tuired to fair in war, anl lorI te sake of one's

is writîng-tabLe, and openui te country. There is not a more harnu-

drawer where Le kept the cash-box less man in creation iu tine of peace,

- --- -

away and comning back secretly to)-
night. My best plan will be to ake
the xnoncy to the iMyor. Besidés it

might give an opportunity of getting
on more friendly termas with tiat

good gentleman; hitherto he- las Il-

ways sided against ie."

Vhile thus soliloqiui'zing, I cher li

Montnoulin wrapped up the mom'y,

after counting it again bastdy, in ina

of his large red and white roteioi

landkerchîiefsand depsoited it for the

tima being in the drawer f his deis;z.

Just as he was taking the 'y out of

the lock, the clear merry tones of a

boyish voice were heard through Ure

1

to examine its contents. Amnongst
these was a sharp carviig-kiîiie, w«ith
the initials F. M. engraved oi a sil-

ver plate e] Cinto the handle; this

le took up, and feIt the edge wil luhis
finger. 'Thiat s by no inens blunt,''

ho said to hinself; thenî holding it

like a dagge', le made a swift liiungu

vitlh it in the air. before rci]nelig it

in the drawer, whichi he closed. "W-

shall not want that,'' lie iuittered,.

"1thoighli it miglht be tie shortest

way. No, no; I Late bloody lork."

At that moment le heard I"ather

Montmoulin calling from the window r

to his friends below, and imncdiately

atterxvards saw hlm huastea down~
I cannot say Bo to a goose upon my

honor. And as this money is for the
sick and needy, I will not ask su
much as a penny of it. And do you

think I would denean nyself to filcli
one of those pretty banknotes-aLIl Of
a hundred francs, 1 do believy-eithier
by fair means or foui ? Fie, fie, Faitl-.
er, I would not have credited you
witli such a ra.sh judgnent ! But it
all comes of your mistaken idea that
only your pious folk have any idai
of honor. It is quite true that i have

not beeni to the Sacranents for twenî-
ty years or more, and doi.'t imant to
Ineitiler, i spite of yoir reveice's

fine sermon about confessionl, yet
Inone shail say tlhat Albert Loser ils

inot an honest man!" Ani as he ut-
tered these words iii toies of right!-
cousindignitiu,strik inig his bra t in
a theatric l il ntin er, lie a 1

p.iottinqgla sclu'îelliL iel -%vas dicaliat

rically opposed to the virtues la

clainiet for himliself.
Th hesimple-sninded priest on! y

thought it tile momnlt 110v lit- roillil

best get the mcian ta his iutiLes. -. arn
very sorry, my good flow,' he saidl.
.ifI judged you somlew1ILlt hardly:

but Just tell me, low can oie e'xlp(e't
a man to be very conuscientiois who

has neglected ta fLulfil bis bulimdnti
duty towards (od and his own iii-

infort.ail soul lfoi twenîty r five ain
t.welty years.' Qui sibi ieqiiiii, ci
bonas '? Vill a man w-ho is his owni

eeiiiy be a friendu t utiers ?-'
"We , we1, later Mi, nea woulcl

iad prenchieds etnîough fi
to-day M1ho knows if theeil rally is
a God, aind if there is, whiiethber hea
troubles 1imîself abolit suhli isiginifi-

cant creatures as you ndi me. Ami

as for inmmortal soul, science lias loin,
since showni that we have notlhing of

the sort. Blut 1 did nlot Comle liere Io

discuss tliese natters vith you, ]-a-
t her. Of course God exists for you

.nd you muast have an ijmmrortal soul,
it belongs to your profession.-

'You forget yourself stranigely, Lo-
ser! !' interrupted the clergyman, re-
pressing witl difliculty the just alger

he felt at this godless waya of talking.
"What. did you come tu ask me ?-
"Ah true. 'Tihe sight of ail this

wealth for the Church and the pour
put ny own business out of no
mnind; Loser replied. 'I wanted tu

ask for a holiday till next Saturday.
You can get alonîg pilite well vithb-

out me lin ti veek. 1 slould like. to
go to Marseilles, wlere a frieid if

mline bas heard of a situatioi wlichl I
think will suit in lietter thanl biing

a sacristitan. Where hiae I 1t his k Ii t-
ter to- lie coricluded, iaeling in hlis

liockets.

Ž,ev(ei id about showing nie t i
latter,"' aniswe'red the l'ieast , whihi

the man was sitili inibiiciin in chis jpo-

"tus (;0 tu b.% ili'~ t j1l 1 1 1 ,'isl.

and i hce ' au wilimeut 'auIh s 'm -

1 a Miligdirbla. I wil ring tim' \îi-

elas inysel, I nim Lm:rails iphe

ae ariS. Old u-mii can pnat '!
!s1îtIttiici îcîal; It',î\ f! 1 liU kt iii fll

kiclenel table whn' alire ainc.
I shall stIrt t0-11 ht1 . I can e si,

catch the last train fr.\i 3 il ain c

inuc liieodl toi ou fir i ing i
Leave, lof hsence. Andl n y I tît1i

seeil yocu- lit 'evereceis, 15iilish iiif îcsl

iust. no w, to ask foi a i tle lon-- a

ot trjilic--oIcniia ' frc-îîcî

notes I sec tliere.-
'I have alrectly tîobl viiin l1att ti

nîacey is not miiiine to dlisjpose' if. Anl

if it were, it is ililte against i ub ili.

to lemdl yU ouconle.
"Well, if youc coide~ilr me' a th ief--.

''It is quite agaiist my riiue, anil<
that is eouilgil. BuiLt if a smîcall gratui-
ity out of my wv pocket will bue <if

service to you--" and th lipriest iaheld

out a five-franc lpiece ta the uitat, for
the sake of getting irid iofii.

"'I w ill atcceput it as myî wel'l-î crî:î'd

due,"' ancswered Loasûr, nas hei si lid
the coin ito hiLs wcaist-coat, ptcket.

'"I wvill not tuke it as an alms. I am î

flot a beggar. Belsides i shacll sooni hea

out of miy finiancial dii lleultiesu. I ex-

pect a legcCy, an auit ini Lori'înei,

qulito a richi wvoan, is satid ta be '

dyincg. I wvish your lIeverenice guud
day!' And 'with a Jow howa, andî uni-

other greedy glanice at the miis)ui' <n

the table, hie took huis deat.rtuire-

"'Thank IIcave'n the ha tefuhl innmn is

gone,'" excla imed J'at}lwr 3I1iiitimui ii

with a sigh af relief. m1îusit'Oicfss

I arn righct glad that lie s g.oing awacy
to-night. I shoculd hiardly fee'l it safe

to pass the mîght aoce with him ini i

this desolate old house, now that he

has discovered how large a sumn f havea

in mny keeping. HIeaven forgive me, if

I do hima wrong, but the mîan seeims
ta me moast iutr:.twiorthiy Hie is qutite

capable of mnaking a feint ai going

open window. Looking out, the wor-

thy priest saw his inother wvith hi'i

sister's two children in the aczt of

cnossiig the courtyard.

"Is that really you, Mother," lie cx-
clained, his eyes sparkling with 1-lea-
sure.

"Flere I am as you see Franis. and

I hope I find you vell and happy,"

Vas ti-e aiswer tlat cameli up f'roni

below; the children adding thieir
greetings.

, ut their Uncle, leaving the d oor oi
lis rooni open belhjui in, wias al-
ready hastening along tie. dinim -

lighted corriclor to the stairs, which
led clown inta vhat was formec"rly hIlle
cloisters. le inet his iriother jilst tîs
shte reacied the archway whîiclh con-
nected the outer. building w'iti whac11t

in, bY-gune days was the enclosr..Ile
,ve]tottaie4dliaerLLIîmitrîedher aff<'u-

tionately; thi ic, rnli ber fftof

thec dark passage irnto t ictday-ligit.
lie scainied lier featires aixiousiy, for

it was souil mieîontlis siice li saw lrai'.
îanid lie liail livrud frntlîl is si>taî ihîc

site iad severill times beei uniwell.

"Last winter has oit imoved li

apearance, lias it?'' ste saii celeri-

ly. - liite lot girown yonger; iik

iwhat, îgly wrinkles haa iia lutt-ir

iapeate, aid iiy liair lias tu
î iteŽ hlit.

1 tliik oulir whit liair is very he--
emilijilI tL yol, iiotcaer; aid as flr

thl we riik les w e wili see if wev cati-
noIt Smlooth th0]e2111M, aid give yout

roiid rosy cheeksagainc," rejined
tre volig priest. ·1i have god iews

for 'ui, he Contiinied. ''i a few
wee'ks tite uwillhavlile yur rool
itted upri for you beauifully. At pre-

sent m1)y fuids are rather low. But
Coi uljpiStairs n1ow, 'e mu iist lave

ani extr strntig cupl of coçff!ee ini Vour

liolnor. Loik here, Charles, rail u owni
tu Illehaker's. wvill yoci, tie third

siioi ilit eVillage straut, ai fetchl

two or three rolh; ani a dozein s weet
cakes. liere is some, ioney. Now Jut-

lit, yoiuîmust See il yoU cau hielp maltLke
the cioffee.:'

, 1 cani iiake coffee all aloti,

and good coffee, too,' aiswered ie
girl, wliile lier brother scamapered off
ta the baker's i high glee. "If nily
Susan lias Jeft elougli coeffea aready
girouncd,'' she addetd.

She ranéli ightly uîpstairs, fur hacviig

bveel at Ste.- 'ictoire before, sce kine
her viy about the e ld coiveut, only

aiisinlg fori a mliuinent ta l5istei Io-hrli

grnhn 's iijiiiiuutioi to putoc

ani apron1, aid be suire it to 0sii hler
uindaliyvi îrck. atlir .lîitmuli,

iiaeanwihile condulcted htîs inthe îir w' ith

aL Soiivliat ine Stiller ,tcllî'11)tabis

roomi.

L~it Ltî' liii ie 5in-pvcit1i udt, wlijltii

scenle< welav%%L idsribdws being en-
ac'ItalowLO!ser waIs stIl sjying

ibouiti his rol in, Iirkini lic th w dark

angle il tlin: c ridor. It is îcri' ar.

io exlin timct ti old cnent,i lihi
m,î a b-i la rock, ioriîî,ql i tire sides

il ci itiltl itli; th curch Oc il'

let. anid al corrspning w in on theL
îî'lîi- l-cuciîiiciî'cl'il iiilcc icili iii-

-i <h. ili. irolit of iit'l . tc,

stories hlgh,î loogikait i wn iiino ic tit

ll i where tîl iliage 'lY.T ilc.

tad î r li'i llet y ti o u'cîi hi churebs oni

us it c o cu ca d edî a i e w f iot h ci r-

iduris. and tha ocIlble row ai cells

oa iig iiitoa the, ti nunuica in

Iv tl h tui s sit ti g r o ouin t a i s mjiail

Iadroomalle, t ionIly orcne toichlieS aîc-
e cs s eu îild n oi e t b e l a d fr o m t h e c r i-adjueili iig ii<ouiii, s c îcc îîlb'iwtih. the ositheigrooside tere w a n

il, s a space had lbeen

i-ft ta allow' of the Corridoiir being

liglited by a indw iii the outiside

bueen almoist, ~cmietely l iin îanes.

Opposite the .Piest"s roomlîs, ini thle
inneri anigle aifu the.uuiliing, wais a

smatll apacrtmenit Separatinîgth i row i of', l

celis: iltiwas tvery darik, as the wvin-

dhow was snmcil, but there was a dlior

îcn either' side leadting to
the twoti wings. Ini tis

roomn, probaîbly aunce dhe kit-

eni ai thie infiirmariy, was a cock inug-
stove whichl servedl for th pr'epaî'îtra-

tion of thce good pacstor's simplueî
umeaîls; the kitchien o! lice convencit bue-

inîg a spaciouis apartmetnt withu a

va.ulted roof on the grounid floor.

To' titis littie kitchen Loser had beh-

taken hîimself on quitting the Priesut's

presence. He miade a critical suirvey of
the narrow, ill-lighted chambear, with
its twofold m-eanst o! exit. Wheni, ini
obedience ta the pîriest's directionis,

he laid his bunch cf lkeys on the tatble

hec pîulled op>en the drawer, anid beganu
happiness, you will not altogether'
forget your old friends at Ste. Vic-
toire. T drink to your health. Sirl"

Althouîgh up to thîis time Loser iad
borne by no means the best fi clhari-
acters in the village. yet all ier'soisil

applauided t:his speech, and joiied i i
n, heiarty cher. conigratulating him Oii
his good fortune and coming great-
ness. The inn-keeper was quite elati-
by his oratorical performance. anili

shook lhaiils all arouid. before tk-
ing the headi of the table .with Les-
er at lis sida. Twilight had long fall-
en on the scene before the sacristin
left the Golden Rose, and took thte
rond to Aix, being escorted for a pa r
of the way by some of his bcoi Com']-
panions.

(To be Continued).

afterwards saw ~ im hbasten downr.
st'airs. Taking for granted that the-
exchange of greetings would occipy
some time, Loser ventured to go back
to the priest's room. "Confound it !'
he exclaimed, "he bas put ail the
chink away! HuIlo there, the key is
left li the desk, let tus bave a look !ii-
side. 'Pon my word there is the whole
blessed lot, wrapped up eiiatty in a
handkerchief quite handy to take
away. Shall I do this olice for

him.' " The man's hand was alr:-jy
on the parcel but prudence prevailed.
"He would find it out to-night, canl
the police would c.arrest une. Do not be
a fool old fellow, yoti shall hiave the

pelf, bat one must not be preuinit-
ate." lie witlidrew his hband relelicr t.

tly, anud locked the desk. · l wilI tack
the ýkey,'' lue added, ''it imIay Ccoime

in handy. Ji he inisses it, hie wViti onltyj
thiik lie imiislaid it in his hurry.

Loser hcoa oncly i iimi it.- lihe
key into his waistcoat. îocket. . > give
a glcue ait the bed-rooim by. nd and
dart back iitothe kitchei, bjefoCe .1cm-
lia's footsteps were heard .- lIlpr inli-
lig, lis she r1unî siucginupr 111 [hie stcairs

To ivoid beicg seiewei Jnt t y,
aie of tie sie !oirs iloi thei moin-

inig Corridor, hiere a windin air-
case enabled hitîî tt a'vch"li n;7 wil
quarters, the porer's lodge a i.u' the
principal eutrance. .1e lockid uIl

ii, to avoid beiung list îrb'd .: he
wîaus conct'inig lis pilancs. nii c.'ct-

tiug all in readiness. AboutII c iurter
of an hour later he emerged frouhs
r'ooti, dressed for a juiirney, with lhat.
alui stick, inL il sii ll ta hlin ba
sluiig roiuid his shoulders..lie fasten-
ed the doot beinild hIimc, takinz witIL
hiin iithe onerous, old-fashioned ke,

Wev will follow liium for a shiort dlii.-
tance bef'ore retuurincîg to F"athmPr

\onitiuiîn ar1 lhis uiexpeCtedit visi-
tors.

lit' first turnied his slps ii tth, dir-
ectioln of the "lden Risî.'' tiC of
Ihie villag. iinms, whiih ai ithlis timit-
of the year wats geierally ,>vpretty fuiil

of ai .S'unicda' fterniooni. T'lo-day there
wals not anti eiplty seLt. and thre wor-

thy landlord, .lktdy Carillon. as lie
vis Lfaliliarly called with lis black

velvet skull cap and white aipronlhiad
enlotugh to dii edging iinaid out am-
ong his guests, iniinisterincg to their
anllxiils vants.'l Tlie rooim was fulli of
silnoke. and polities were beiig eager-
ly discuissel, Lis glass after glass of
absinthe, on of thre red wie(I of thIle
colmtiy was beiiig conisumied.

o comtes lo* ? hVliy our aris-
tanit tu e sure!" exclaimlîed the iahost,
ls Loser miacde his appecaraice ic ithe
diour-va,y. -Not converted yet by oui
good iPaistar's serinuiun thcis nI'il 1 jng.
But 1 sue voi hcave a travellilg ba,
w 'r are you offe t now .

'' alî ioff! tio .\Lrseilles by tie lcast
trinil," 1.user anweed zrising h-- I o
ioice so is ta be hard byL all pre--
lilt. "'I licte v i ' f slim i jeill
cy icn rrane, lani ldm uit f lile

a- iust lied, ci wiully urih I iwonci-
art. Of cotuirse thie pists have crr
bed the principal part l hilier r-
tyi, or the I poor ild c-cil I was I-I 'ei

yoir pious sort. Howii" eer L h hcIa

had Ilie s'e to leave a Ltrifle To hir
oilles nephw, sLniwhee a lit LL

Couple( if tusand poundNs: N,.w
i lhise devils of l' ilssiinis, wholi' have
lit fior'gîittei lICe cr a 1' îe -i

-whlo carriqIiedteir upsla a-
liuev, ai iibhow lupal bidtge t Fou

ccii ictir tii ery u noses, will nrot

give ccp ulin uun ' I i 1w. I iii i e
la! muivii.'.ciul lerhicS I "hi n1 t

i backil luitil nei Snlic ,cif 1t1 y arcIi l
Slw a iIut il.-

This inelligîcc cumtliii>' c -stir
lin th' i pi c ur[] u. nc ofi thc' ilet
ruongraulatedii'i hluoseri in hcis' good for-

iili.: soi dlc i iseil l IiiII Iu p t
Il ga.1 'ii 'or 'f . illfs. -

woculdl iave iin Ici hi rali c -

beo e the lrsle tof the i l bli11c,
iii apal to hl'aricmct.' Wir ough

to be dclare ii witi russii c: 'ri
lienny % of tIsIIr! w s n tpad w lb
in twen i V-fIour' IIourI'cs.
i.sier begui to faiir he a lii ' a.

littleI uoo fai. ie beagged the,' ac'<îtt
Ieoile wh espouseiî his cai so

eirnlestly to wait i r futler jin.einuc-
ait in; liewold11 m11caelIm thGrituis

joi'- sinll h' Salid, whenL they" t aL
lav'r's ltteri fromii this side of t.he

frotitier. Thenci takilg the key f lh1W
lolge and111 thitat of the ('iuvelit gate

ouit of his acket, lie hatiied l te tc
thiaIi ladlord,, rlelsitig liit to ztake

care of th'tiduing his aHsece. lie
ls abouiti. to tuk his departitre.I luit.

Daddy Caîrrioin wou lot let hinle
go So

"P'lenity of tiîîî' yet to r'I.h Icie
nigh-t trainc." he ried 'ou muist,

dlo mne th Ic onoricai, .i Ilr.cLser. t' taake
a glass wiithu i anti my friui ien'r,
ta dr'ink yourii halth, miu goodu suc--
L'ess lo your' buusinesc-s. I1 haveV alwayis
reagcarded yon uas' j pat riot. .\hir. 1.nserî.
ais a her'o, I mnuiy say, anid thle sent'
t hait maruîks your' checeks isi a dlecora-
t ian tii tbe pruderîic iof thanci thea ibbolni
of the Legioni af iainor, w hiclu tî.h

P'refect of our Deplartmen'it we'arsi 'n
his braLst, thoiiugh hei haLs neveir bee'n'

in Lt sinigle enacgtagîeent. Anid tlhai'

alwvays regardedi you. \iu'. LoserY.
ani hoanoracble mn, tci wvhomu inte hua'
not giveniuhi si desert s, sice yoîu.
matun of atdvaLnced thughtilm au-e coui-
puelled to iiandelr to thle cleriical s. cind i
serv'e an effete stuiie.rstit i o. lut a
lenigth for'tunue lias beten kinîd to yomu,
and -if, nowv that you aure Lt genuhtema

af property, a. man af waeaîlth, wei canu-
not expect ta see you cagain ini cur
humble village--for doubhtless ymit
wvill find elsew'here an appoinutmlent
mare commnensiurate withu your tail-
ents,-if yau find a more fittinig
sphere in wvhich to serve youri cun-

try, umay wme beg, Mr. Laser. that.
Whena basking in the suînslneî of yoiur'


