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THE RAILW&Y DEAL.
Even dissatisfled parties arB te aomoe

extont thsankful, that the raitway question
is now settled, and the vote cf Friday
inorning, espccially as it was a forcgono
conclusion that the Government would
carry the N. P. contract, was a relief ail
round.

The new or amended contraet, Nyhicb
bas been ratafied, differs froin the original
one mainly in its being a cleur, intelligible
document which Uthe original was net.
Its detais are changed on a fow points cf
importance, the Company being bourd to
completo certain works this fali, such as
the location of the Winnipeg Station, thè
,'eaching cf Portatge la Prairie by Novern.
ber and éther important iteias cf detail.
The great improvement however is in the
banishment cf ambiguity, the ammended
contract being a piece cf clear and explicit;
English, easily understood by moun of
ordinary business capacity. The aid te
be given by the Government differs very
littie fromn that proposed in the first puh-
lisbed contract and the work te bc donc
by the cornpauy is in the main the sanie
as llrat outlined.

Just as the Legisiature opened the
Governnient had an offer frorn the Vice.
President cf the St. P. M. & M. road, in
wbich thc Principle cf the Governnient
stili rotaing, the roads projected and being
constructed, as public highways, open. te
ail coaipetitor; vras embodicd, and in
almost every other way the offer cf tbn
N. P. -k Manitoba Co. wau paralleled,
while a kind of vague guarantee regar<3ing
maximum freiglit rates was aise included.

The wxzdon> cf the Government in refus.
ing te consider the oflers bas been widely
questioned, and the action does seem a
littie arbitrary. The probability is how-
ever, that they were in a tight corner.
If thc M. & M. road secured running
powers over thc k. U V. and its feeders,
the N. P. people would refuse te corne
into the country, aiAd te get the 11 & M.
road in here alone wýu1d be no relief from
xnonopoly as evcry' Manitoban knows.
Besides this rond bas ne line te the Pacific
coa8t;' and. a direct line thereto is just as
necessary-for the trade prosperity of this
.province as openings te thc VU. S. Jake
ports.

The seeiningly generous offer cf the

slt. P. M. & M. Vice.President te let the
actai »possession cf the projcctcd roads
romaitin in the bauds cf the Government
aniounts te nothing wvhcn looked into.
The possession cf a railway bonded te
its full cost instesd cf boirg cf value
znight be an actusi burdev, for railway
companys cf ten compromise bonds tht-y
caunot pay, but wvhich a Government
would bo expcctcd tn houer.

In short, oniy on one point is tlq offier
cf V'ice-President Clough an improvement
upon thc contract now rstified, and. that
is the point cf a froc road open te al).
Thtis the Goverument have sacrifdccd, and
let us hope they bave received value in
maximu7m rate guarantees for this con-
cession. The Railway Cýommissioner as-
sures us, that hie bas guar 'antee on this
hend, which will satisfy the most scrupu-
lons, and it is te be hoped ho bas. The
late Premier once sold * te the people a
"pig in a bsg" regarding theoI Better

terms," and when the porcine was let out,
it was a sorry scrub. \%Ve wili hope for
botter in the Attorney-General's bidden
pig. Should it also. prove a scrub, iIt will
be, difficuit te persuade any ene outaide
the Goverument. and thoeir immuediate
friends, that the province bas profited
mnuch by the deal.

We are now at the end cf the fimrt
chapter in the acts cf Mr. Greenway's
Uoerznent. Only the bigoted partizan
will, accuse tbemn of anytbing but Uic best
cf intentions titrougitout tbeir neoetis.
tiens, and they have ahowun a readiness te
kcop the people posted on legislative de-
tails hitherto hid-eti freon viow. Stili the
Goveniment is net te ho commended
either for energy or business tact in their
tailway.opeaticns. A summer has'been
frittere away without a good nionth's
work being doue iu railway construction,
and no, in the teoth cf winter, ail] is
burry and bustle. Se mucit for their
energy, aud the first coutract laid before
the public, with its inco.iprebonsible
tangle of nauddled English wouid indicate
that tact snd business ability are Dot tee
liberally bestowed upon the parties who
represented Uie province in cennection
tberewith.

The question of the weck bas becs, Ùic
message recently sent te Congress by
President Cleveland, in which ho asks for
power té suspend bte regulationspermait-
iing the transportation of goods te sud
frein Canada, througli the United States.

Hô aise ashe for legisi ation concerning thoc
privileges extended te Canadiani shipping
in usitug 'United States canais, a la is
message the President gies a longtmy re-
view cf the fishery question. Rie declares
that tho treaty thrown out by tha Sonate,
provided an honorable and satiaifàctory
means cf settling the flshery difficulty, but
intimates that the proposcd' treaty not
proving acceptable te the Senatei it wvil
be ncessary te resort to retaliatory. mess.
ures against Canada. This seenis a veiry
inconsistent course oan the part 'of the
President. If the treaty was 'a!l that
could be desired, as the President.mç&in-
tains, whcre is the grouna ier reta 'listiýn
agaiinst Canaida?1 'This country prorriptly
ratified the treaty, and is thereforp ini ne
sense te blaumae for theý refusai of tfie senate
te do likewise. Canada and Great Britain.
oflér what the President deClares te be a
satisfactory agreement forthe settietuent
cf the difliculties, but because the senate
refuses the *offer, the President deèlares
that a systemi cf rcetaliation nusut be in.
augursted against the country which laoldis
out the olive branch.

The retaliàtion proposeq is that ship.
ping in bond through Uic. United States
be probibited. Tmè President bas asked
for this authority, ýn 'd'in accordance with
lais wish, a bill ba3 been introduced wbich
provides that 'lit shahl be lawful for the
President in bis discretien by proclamation
te that efl'ect te suspend in '~ hole or in'
part the tranisportation cf gooda, wareu'r
me!rchandize, import'ed or exported, fromi
auy foreign country except Catnada,, in,.
bond îîcrcss the territ5 ry cf the 'United
States' The olileet'cf titis bill is.toeî
hanmper the trade cf this couutry,. být
apparently it would de almost as mnu*ch
injury te the United Statei. l'ho bill
wcnl 'd-prevent the importation cfggods
into Carada, freinforeigu countries, via
the United States. Thus. gooads, now
landed at lNew York, Portland aid other
portd ini the 'United States, fer shipuient
te Canada, wjuId'be driven te Canadiau
ports. Tlis would bc a Considerable ln'-
convenieiicc te Caida rno ýes spe-
cially -in the winter season, as our inport.8
would bave te corne by* Halifax. Our
experts wbich nowr go by 'United Statesi
'ports, would 'aise be stqpped.Th ila
introduced does net,appier te affect the
'sbipment. of gooda fromn ene part of .Can-
ada te anether thr"ugh the 'United %States,
and thus it wouid bnôt Bear upon traffic
betweeia Manitoba sud. Eastern ..qanada,.
over «U. S. railway. It is quite probable


