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of regulg, and pirnetial business hiabits,. of tried iniegrity, one
wýho wotd'd, wd ieed not add, cormmeid I*lmýe!1f by his past rtcord
to the geners'g aicceptance of ]?rotestant teacherà and ather educa-
tienfai offwiais.

Protestant Board of ,Sclwol Cornndsstoners, Montreal.-The i'egular
inenthly m~eeting wvas hield onl the afLernoon of. April 13th. The
mýintIiy statement of accouit foi- Maréh wvas sâbmitted showing
thé, present floating, debt '6f tIhe 'Bbard to be something over
81.5,000. The Commnittee on Examinations reported that ail
the Corumon seheols and the Senior Sehool are underonthe
apil.at Ârril examinatione. The Superintendent wvas dr= d to
give notice that ail promotions to the ifigh anid Senior Sehools,
that mnay follow the examinations, are valid only if t'he successful
candidates 'enter the Senior S&hool as soon as the resuits are
known, iii order to begin the year's wvork promptUy. Mrs. simester
was appointed teacher of Vocal Muisie and Drv.wing in the Senior
School. The resignations of Mib3s.Stopheii and of Miss Gordon were
aCeepe.__________

IJITE RARY -DEPAIRTMflNT.

LONOFELLdw-BNEAcON.9FELO AS AN ORÂTàR-DiviNE RiGUIT OP KINGS-JUMBo--

AMERICAN HlUMOUR.

On Mardi 24th, America lest lier niost prominent man of letters. The
essence of Longfcllow's writings bas been described as domestic morali, with a
romautic colouring, a warin glow of sentiment, and a full measure of culture.
To the art with wvhich these, elemients werc combined and flot to ally special
originality as'a poet is due tic iiict that lic was by far the most popular of con-
temporary Englisli-spcaki-ng .pocts. .He did flot -reveal a new world of paÉsion,
like Byron or Shelley; or a fresh -vay of loeking at tic past, like Scotte ox of
looking at nature, like Wordsworth: hoe did flot invent a style, like Tcnnyson.
Thougi Longfellow took many of is subjects from American soil, and though
tiese pocras are by far tic most popular of bis works, in bis treatinent ho es
more cosmopolitan than Anierican. As tir as ls style and modes of theuglit
gre concerned, bis poemý might well have liecu written among thoCumberland
laes or a'London subuirl. 21o doulit Longfcllow's'popularity le grcatly
due to tic tact that bis poems maie.'smaII demands up6li the ihtdflect of* the
reader'. They are consequently houSchold words Étilont that great rcading
public whose novelist is Charles Dickens, and whose historian le Macaulay.
Another source. of bis poptelarity le doubtless the. lacility with which bis .lyics
liave beert adapted ternusie. Frein tlie pointof yicw.of bis sauler pens hoe
)vil.. take rani with Moore as a great 1)out of songs. Nor must we forget in
ei mating thc causes of ]is popularity, tlËe fact that hc le distinctively a moral
j)oeti amôùg the ýreat mass of readers hiF,'influence bas been well describcd
as that of a male Mre. llemans. Though nota poet of the first rani, of genius,
asa man le will alwàys bce remnembered forliis broad culture, bis generous heart,
and bis stainless hife. "iLot us lie gý!id," ýwrites Th.- Nation, "9that in these days
qf doulit and uncertainty, there was one man for whvom. death had ne regl
gloome and who coiuld look Iorivar withaàbsoluto confidence te meeting tlhose
vhom lie hiad loVed clothèd iu new angelhcod, witbiu their Fatber's House."l

-224


