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THE CANADA

LUMBERMI\\N,

A MESMERIC EXPERI-
MENT.

Thirty Christmas nights Liavo como and
Qone sinco that ono, ¥2 momorable in my
1fo, and yeot sitting horo in my solitary
room, a gray-haired, lonely woman, tho
whole sceno rises as vividly beforo mo as
though it had occurred but {Ntcrd.y' Tean
800 tho comfortably but plainly furnished,
low-cailad, old-fashioned roctn, with its
dark wa‘nvcatod walls, and its dim cornars,
that tho fooble light of a couple of ¢ unj orite
candles oruld xearcdy reach ; 1 oin seo the
half circle of faces gathered round tho
hearth, looking glowirg and pleasant in the
ruddy glare of the firclight—all ¢x.opt one,
that of a man who sat iu the correr opposite

to o,

T couldl not keep my oyos off that faco,
which had for mo tho fascination of ugli-
ness; a8 tho ligh's and shadows mado by
tho fickenng flamo touched the shock of
bristly hair that half concealed tho low,
parrow forehead, the caverncus cyes, sunk
en cheeke, and hugo mouth, balf apen with
a cynical smilo, tlat showed the tusk-like
tcoth, I could compare it only with a shift-
ing scrics of gargoylius from soine old monk-
8h rin,

Wo wero all members of the compny of
the theatro Royal X——, and, it being a
non.play night, we were ussainblod at tho
lodgings of oneof our memhers, a lady, t9
do bonour to her birthda,. OQuc usual
thane, the affaira of tho theatre, past, pres-
cnt, and future, being exhausted, the ¢ n-
versation, 1 cas not remembor hew, had
tmined upon mesmensm aud clarvovance,
and I was stoutly declaring my utter disbe-
lief in cither, my scepticism bowng greatly
iotonsitied by tho circumstance that Tony
Arnold--the man I have just dusenibed, and
who was one of the low comedins of gur
oompany—took the oppesite side, Thero
had always been an antagonism between us,
and, although I had vo actual cause for
such a feeling, a positive dishke upon my
part, which 1 belisve was protty strongly
reciprocated upon his.

Although T was scarce'y 29 at tho time, 1
was what pcorlo would have called r ther a
strong minded girl, with opmnions of ny ewn
that I never shrank from asscrting, with an
obstinacy that no argument could overeome;
and on tlus might, excited by a spint of de-
fiance to iy wisea-vis, | cx{;r&«ned than
with a bigotry and contempt that wore auy-
thing but polite to those who differed with
me,

By your positivencss, Miss Gr e-,”
sncered Awnold, ¢ 1 presumo you have haid
avery large experience of tho trickeries ot
mesmerists,” :

+-0h, indeed I havo not,” 1 replied sharp-
ly, 1 was never at any cxhibition of the
kind in my hfo, and n-ver mitend to be, 1
should not bavo patwnce oven to witness
such a transparcnt imposture.”’

**Supporo,” ho sawd, and there was a
glean 1 s oyes which indicated rsaug
tomper, *“suppiss 1 could give yeu <ol r
demoustration that you are wreng, ly )la-
ing some ont io this to.m under merm 1.0
influcnco; 1 bavo dono the thing ofuen, 1t
1 diy this betore your own oyes, when you
would be guiteasrurcd there coald not bo
trick or coliusion, would you beltero 1t
then?”

“I don’t kuow that Ishould,” I answerel
doggedly, ¢ I you have such a pwweor,” |
added with & contemptuous suule, why don't
You try it upon me?’

Arnold was ovidently taken aback, I do
not think he dreamed of my takiug up i
challonge. Ilo re.arded me gome sceonds
with n doubtiul, wavering glance, which 1
met defiantly and mockingly.

“I woeuld prelor any ono clse m tho
room, ho answered hest atingly.

““Qf course yout wauld,” I zeplict W h a
malicious lavgh, I am not a good gnb.
Jeet; the mystic influence 18 poncrioss over
disbehovers.  Uh, 1 know all the jrgon 1™

And I cast a triumphant glauce nung the
company, who were exceedts gly amused at
our discussion.

Arnold turncd altcruatoly white and rod
with rago and moruification,

“It is not that,” he answered qu ckly,
then pauvod, but, evidently atung Ly my
contemptueus Jaugh, he addal wstantly :—
““ Very well, beat so, sinco you desiro 1t, "

Tho prospect of h.-ving the discussion so
summarily tested and adjiniged ercated an
interse excitement, aud I 'could foel wy own
checks burning and my pulse gafleping at
fovor hoat as Arnold pre.ceedod to mako pre-

paraticns for the experancunt.

Y anticipated tho usual pawses and hund

waviogs of which I had read, but I socn
perovived that hus nethod was going to bo
entirely difforent. Ho began by placing
two ohairs exactly opposite to ono anothor,
in ono of which he requosted mo to Lo scat-
ol; then ho draped a Iarge Llack cloak
around mo, g0 that only my face r0s0 above
1t 3 then a lanp, borrowed from the Jandlady
of the house, was sct in such a position that
the light should focus upon my face, after
which ho tecok tho chaic opposite *a mine
and desircd we totix ny oycs finn.y upon
e, aud not removo them for a accond.

1 foll .wed lus inatructious, and tho next
moment | was staring intontly into s pair
of grecmsh-brown orls that I could feel did
not muot nure with equal steadiness, Thero
was profound micoce, b.oken only by &
bittlo suppres-ed glfglo frum tho females,
and an ocownnal low whiper frum the
men,

Wo had been thus only a few scconda
whea Arnold sprang up, exc'simmng: **Its
00 use, 1 cau not doat.”

A shout of lsughter hailid this confession
«f de'eat, and, throwing off my drapery, I
juinped upand jo ned heartily in the chorus,

Arnold was whito as deadh, an lextremaly
agtated. Ho mado o mply to tio volley
of ** ubafl that assmicd him ca all sides,but
agamn turamg to me, sad ina tunc ot intenso
earcestness ¢ ‘1 can not meswmerizs you,
but you can mo; thoso strong, steel gray
cyea of yours, with thoir metallic lustre, aro
far more potent than mine.  Con.c, will you
try ?

I did rot need the incitement of hand.
c'appug anl the chorus of * Oh, dot' that
prectad tho proposition, to promptiy con.
seut. 1 b-gan to bo deo ply iotirested in
the expernnent, and now that I was myself
aceredited with posserring this oceult pow-
or, my scepticism began to waver.

‘* But, before we go any furthor,” he said,
‘I must mak)ous condition—aud that is,
that should I fall ir-to a comatose 8 ate, you
will net put £ me any question of a private
pature—as I:hall bo compell-d to avswer
truthtully, titerally, whatever it may bo,”

I promised faithfully not to do so,

The presious di-posizion was now revers.
ed, the lanp¥as a.t 80 that the lizht shculd
shine up.n mi face, sud Arno d was enve]-
oped 1 a cloak, as T had been,

Aund nw, w th ali the nerve poner I pos-
soascd, I fastcied my «y 8 upm Arno'd’s.
Whit' aud ghastly swok d hisf co rising out
of the bachuess of th drapery, which gave
1t almost the appeas e of being divido
from theb dy and suspended in space. The
hips wero wido apare, aud the gicenish eyes
were dilated to their uimiost (xtent, with o
straine:) fascinated look, »uch as they nnght
have worn under the mflu.nee of aratt] .
suako. X could scarcly suppress ashv ¢
at this uncanny-loohing pioiure ; but a wils
apirit took puesestion o’ me that night whicn
sl swept away all such **compnrctious
vimitings of nature.” Everybo iy scemed t.
be thoroughtly unpressed by the weirdueas
of the mtuatim ; “there was no giggling, no
whisper ny, all w s silent o8 deats.  Afier
about a m nute my eycs grew ri id in their
wtens- stare, unlil it 8 «med to mo that §
no loiger had the Joser to mave or close
them, eraven wink ald; gradual'y I could
tcos tho pupils dusre, uut 1 they scemed to
bo ome twe huge dues glow ng with & lam-
beat and metllic fire. I coull sce that
overy nerve of the whi e fuc was gu vering,
the Lreathing was short and labored, and a
dull, st uy klare canie 1nto tho startiny eyo
ba l», a far-away, trance-hko look, that told
ME LOUsCIeusr-€23 Was gone, and thatthe vay
soul of the man had paracd over to my ke
g, Aud I telt a cold, cruel, hard wrismph
1 ttus, a dessre to strain maste ry to the ut-
most. I reso from my seat, slowly moved
backward, and unpini usly b.ckored bam,
never relaxing my tixed stase, which scaned
to scmulato and flsh.  As [ ro:e, o rose,
ctutching the «dge of the tab ¢ to guiue hus
trembling steps. Slowly I moved, he 10
lew:ng, seenmingly impelled by an involun.
tery but resiatleay impuise. I stepped and

doul{ » ho stopped.
* What ss your mamo?” I s ked imprera-
tively.

Ioa forced, hollow vuico he gave ono tha
Lafecrward dircovered was hus tamily nano,
Azuold bieiug only a tho trical sobriquet.

At this ono of the ,entlenen troke i,
protesting @
¢ N, ue, that v agamgt the bargsin—~no
questiens,”

“Itis time o putan cnd toit; I den't
like 1t," aad another.

“Ohtyes," auded a lady, *
rible,"”

Tho interruption scenied to exerciro the
fiend that posscascd me, and call me back to

to hore

myself ; with ag cfort I wrenched my gazo

from that ghastly face, As T did s, Ar.
nold, a3 though he had been only upheld by
my oyes, foll upin tio floor in strong con-
vulsions,

Gur experimont in mesmerism spoiled the
roat of the eveniog; for afthough a‘tor a
coptous outward application of cold water,
and & judiwoions inward ono of neat brand
he soon rocovered and trieo to laugh off his
illnces, it left a creepy, disagrecable do, ros.
sion upon all, which 1o amount of hot spirits
and-water and forced jolhity could sucuced inJ
dispolling,

As 1t may bo suppeted, tho cllect was
strongost upo. me, aud 1t chiefly took the
form of jutouze annoyance at tho part I had
Ehycd ; T would bavo given anything to

ave roal.zed the past fow minutes. Aftor
Arnold’s recovery, by a tacit understauding,
no one made an?r reference to his atrange
illness, indecd all seemed desirous for a
tune of putting it out of their thoughts—
snd nono £0 much as the principal acuer in
it, who laughed and jost«d in a feverish
manncy and never allowed the conversation
to flag for & single momunt, as though he
feared t} o subj. ct might crop out again.

Eviryhody, however, was eagerly discuss-
ing thoe singular «vent the next morning at
rehearsal. Iavoded the gossiping groups,
for the remembrance of the scene was a hor-
ror to me ; so did Arnuld, whom I studions.
ly attompted to avoid, but ho took an exact
oppoztite course, followed me whorever I
wendt, trying to engage moin convorsation
and to catch my oye, as though somo of the
fascination of the provious wmight :til sur-
rounded mwe,

Alter a rather lato dinnor, for tte rohear-
8al was vory long, I was dozirg in my chair
when t!;em came a soft tap at the doo;, and
to my sleopy ‘ come in’ there appeared upon
the threshold the tall, ganut gme of It)he
map whoro of all others § last desired toseo,
It gave me_quitoa sheck., It was tho first
timo ho bad cver called at my lodgings.

In common courtesy I was obliged to aak
him to take a seat and draw near the fire, as
the weather was cold. Ina vaguo, listless
maoner he placed a chair in such a position
that it oxactly faced mne, dropped into it
withuut a word, and tried to tix my cyer.
1 immnediately shifted thom and gazod into
the ftire. -

He made no attoth to account for this
visit ; he talked very littlo, and in an absent
mai ner—that Letrayed that his thoughts
were not on his tonguo—about the business
of the theatro. 1 felt very embarrassed by
Ius prosence, and presently rose avd rang for
ea. Whatcould I do but ask him to re
main and take it withme? Hesad ¢ thank
you,’ and kept hisseat. Ifolt quite ternfied
ny the change that had comu ovir him—
f om a_uoisy, jesting, roll cking kind of fol-
fow, who had always a jbe for mo, to this
vilent, subdued man. with thase dreadful
eyes cver yearningly scekiog wine,

At length ho went away, and never in my
hife did I feel so thankful for anybody's de-
parture.

. But be came tha next day abwut the same
tiwe, and acted n just the sumo manner,
until the lights wero brought in; then afl at
once he ruso from his chair, cro-sel over to
where 1 wa« sittng, and, laymng his hand
uimn my arm, sard, 1 & hoar:e whisper:
*Me-mcrize me )

1 started back and wnswered, 8'ddering
Jy: **Not for worlds

* You must,” he answered | assicnate'y,

Aud svmihaw or othor, 1 cannot ()1 how,
a fow minuies afteiward wo wero »sitti g
vis-a-v1s ster 2 into cach o bier's cyes«. 1.
16-3 than a m vut- there was in hiw the dull
stouy vapuenwe s of invensiby itv.

I covered my fac: with my hamds, tut
withdrew them, as I heard something fall
heasily upou the floor, ¢+ see him husdlcd
b ny icct .nconva'sions, and froth bubbling
upon his lips,

When be recovernd I avarly fainted my-
solf ; bus rallvivg by an eff tt, I told h'm
very posdively that Lc must not ceme any
more,

‘I cannot stay away; I must come,”
was his answer © And agan tho dilated
cyes began to wander craviogly in scarch of
une,

.Y connot doscribo the horror I fult at theso
visity, aud at length I begged a lady frend
1 bad in the tlhoure to como and st y with
1ae.  The following sfterno n ho stiolled in
as usua), but finding I had a o~mpanion he
looked very annoyes, and remasined only a
fow minutes,

. Soveraldays pusred, and I met Lim only
in business. ~ His mavner waseullen, alniost
rudo to me, at which I wax much rel.eved,
for I uow Legan to untertain hopes that he

would persecuto me no moro. Tho cbznge
thatdhiad como over him was a constant sub.

jeot of green-room comment ; ho had always
been oxlrcmc:iy thin, now lo secmed to
waste day by day, like a man contumed by
an jrward firc; hia oheoks were sunk in
decpor hollows, and thero wore black rings
around his cyes.

Afterafow da?él my {riend retursed to her
own lodgings, Tho next afterno.n, at the
usuai hour, Arnold camo as before.

As soon as the Jights wero brought in he
agam besought me to mosmeriza him.
firmly refusod ; but I cou'd not rost my cyes
upon him for a moment without his faco be-
ginving fo quiver ard his pupils to dilate,
and tho very fecling that I must now look at
him made ll‘;o demre almost unconquerable,
Matters weut on thus for upward «fa week.
But suiely, it will be 8aid, you conld have
devised some me.ns of kioping bin away ;
you might bave requosted your landlady to
refuss him adwittauce. % -uly, I ccenld have
dono 8~, but—well, I must coufess it ¢v.n in
iny own defease—Arnold had begun to throw
a shiange glamour over me. I dicaded his
coming, yet I oRperienced a vagve ye-roi.g
when he was absent, I bad fallen myself
within the mwbcs of tho spell I Lad uncoa-
ciously cast upon him. .

Opo afternoon he arrived rather ocaili r
than uaual ; thero was certainly some ocuult
sympathy between us, for the moment he
entered thoe rcom I felt that a crisis was
come,

Ho was in very weak beal.h, and ho sank
dowu 10 a chair looking pale and exhausted,
and wiped tbe damps from his forchead,
while his breathind was very labored ; and
there was a feverish glitter in the restleas
oyos and a red spot in cach hollow cheek.

** How very 11l you look,” I ssid pitying
ly ; **let me givo you a glass of wine.”

** No, 1 want pothing,” he said in a gas
ing 1one, *“thore’s quite A fire buining with-
in'me now ; X am being slowly buined up.”

“Have you secn a doclor?” I asked,
growing very nervous. . .

“ A doctor,” he echved with a mocking
laugh. *Ob, yes, I havo scen a dootar, but
he can do me po good. Itis you who are
killing me.”

“11” I answered faintly.

““Yes,” ho answered; ‘‘since the night
you tore the heart and soul out of my body
I cinnot hive without you, :nd I won't.”

I was very much terrified by his wild,
excited looks, but replied with a great show
of firmuess : *‘ You talk nonsense, Arnold ;
why, you are married already.”

1did not know at the moment whether #+
was really 8o, but there was a vaguo ~ -
pression among tho company that such v as
tho case, and it was upon that autherity oni,
that I spoke.

** How did you know that—you quest oa-
ed me wheu I was under your influence?” he
retorted sharply.

“I did pot, but I findit is tiue. And
under such circamstances, how dare you
address mo iu such terma?” 1 eaclaiued,
growtng very indignant, perlaps moie in
sceming than in reality.

““Yes,” ho roplied, dejectedly, “I am
rarried to a woman I hate; to a woman I
left at the church door, I was fore d into
it by my fuends—never miud why; that
would not intcrest you.”

o pausid for a mument, then laying h's
trcmblm$ ﬁnﬁen upon my w»rm, he added :
‘¢ Alice," ho had come to call me by my
Chrirtian name, **if avything were to hap-
gcu to he —if she were 10 d e—would you

¢ my wife ?”

I star el anay fron h'm, exlamiug:
“Don’t tatk like that, it 1s too borable ! "

Bat lo ioliowad, sad zgain grasped my
a'm, :nd sad: “Ake, I told you just 10w
that I capuot live withrut you, aud that I
will not, and I awear before Gud thataf yeu
do not give me this prcmise, when 1 leave
this hiuse 1 will throw mysell over the
bridpe, into tho river—I awearicy *

Men—and women, too,—say these things
in momeuts of strong }n.ssion without kecr-
ing their words ; but { koew that ho would
keep his, the mysterious symjathy that had
been created bo ween us told me 2o, told mo
that if ho left me with that thought in his
hear:, bo would not be a living msn within
the next bour,

It was uwearly dark, juat lotwcon tle
lights, and his facc gleamed out of the shad
ows white and terrib'e, and then I thought
how it weuld Jook when it was drawn out «f
the water w th the lonyg dark hair cliugivg
abaut it.

*1t 15 not too maoh to ask of you,” ho
wont on, plvadingly. Wby, the may out.
hivo us both; moio thau nkely; thero is
no hing shocking in it—she is nothinz to
toe, novor hig beon, only the mcckory of a

ceremony links us.”
*Bat what is tho vso of a pledge, what

M



