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Religion® ittisreliant).
For the Provincial Wesleyan.

The Home of Jesus.
“ The foxei hare boira, and ika bird, of I be air leva 

neata, but the aeaol man haih not wbm to lay hh bead.”

No Home lor Jeans on oor Earth !
Who gave the univerae ita birth ?
No room for Jean, 'midat his oarn,—
Upon the footstool df bia Throne 1

The little bird with tiny breast 
Cm God a shelter'd place of rest,
And beasts that roam the wilds around 
Have coverts for their offspring found.

But Jesus bad no cottage here 
At labour's close hie heart to cheer,
But often through the hours of shade 
Upon the lonesome mountain prayed.

His home was in the lofty skie*
Where God's own royal city lies,
Girt 'round by walls of heavenly gold,
Aud filled with riches yet untold.

There God's loved presence makes the day 
To banish night and death away ;
And angel spirits, pure and blight 
Rejoice forever in his sight.

O what a home did Jeaus leave 
On earth for ainful man to grieve ;
Shut out of hearts be loved so well, 
lie could not aye in glory dwell !

But came to Earth a work to do
And find a home in hearts made new :—
To contrite hearta the Lord will come,
O make, our souls, for Jesus room !

And will our gracious Lord abide 
Id hearts once ruled by sin and pride?
Will be in glorious fulness rest 
Within a once polluted breast ?—

Ob ! yes ! the home of Jesus now 
Is where the soul of grace doth bow ;
Oh ! how he loves the heart of prayer,— 
He will its griefs and burdens bear.

Come to thy Home thou Source of good I 
And feed my soul with heavenly food ;— 
Come lo thy Home so dearly bough'.
And be ita source of life and thought.

Come lo thy borne and make it fair ;
Let purity and love be there,—
The love tbal brought thee from Iby Throne ; 
The parmers I boa on earth hast shown.

T. H. D.
Nora Scotia, 16/4 Aug, 1889,

, For the Provincial Wesleyan.

Early Irish Methodism.
In 1850 the Eclectic Review published an 

able article on this theme. I now forward 
an ib/iloed extract from such part of it a* 
refers fu Reve.W. Averali and.G.Ouseley,— 
as Miming lights of former days. May their 
bright examples stimulate others :—

O.
i« Trinity College is pre-eminently the 

school of its prophet*. There they are 
trained for the awful work of the Christian 
ministry. In what state did Mr. Averal find 
the alumni of 'hat institution when he was 
a student there ? He says “ I lived very 
retired, and, in the Intervals of study, spent 
much o' toy time in prayer and meditation 
on divine subject*. * * * 1 did not
Inoir one in the college piously inclined. If 
there Were any, they werejbnknown to me.” 
He became himseli “ filled with the spirit 
of the world ; fond of pleasure, and eager 
in its pursuits. Pride and volatility were 
the distinguishing characteristics ol his life,'" 
beiore his conversion. He went once to a 
charity ball, and danced down the first set. 
« But what a strange compound is man ! 
While disengaged from the bustle of the 
daoce, he entered on a religious conversation 
with the lady who was the partner. She 
stared at him, pretended she bad a headache, 
and begged to be conducted to another part 
of the room. He pefeeived that she thought 
him deranged ; and began himself to think 
she was not much astray. He saw that 
religion .and dancing couid not be made to 
accord together, and be danced no more. 
Much about the same time be abandoned 
the card-table." He lived in one of the 
midland counties, and “ the country around 
him, at the time, was in a state of awful 
depravity ; and the people were enveloped 
in moral darkness ; and nothing but the 
aboundings of iniquity were to be seen on 
every hand. On bis own property, couve- 
nient to his residence, but net then in his 
possession, was a common, which, from time 
immemorial, had been used as a hurling- 
green ; and where, to his great annoyance, 
the Lord’s-day was awfully desecrated. 
Here, every Sabbath during the summer, 
the ungodly and profane, from a distance of 
sometimes twenty miles, assembled, in vast 
numbers, to indulge in all manner of wick­
edness. While some won d be employed 
in hurling (hockey) or at other games, several 
parties would all at once engage in dancing. 
At one time all would be noisy mirth ; again 
th"-y would divide into factions, become 
tumultuous, and fill the air with their horrid 
yells, il defiance of each other ; and some­
times they have ended in a violent conflict."

Hie zeal was kindled agniost these abomi­
na lions, and be manifested great courage in 
putting ao end to them. “ In the parish in 
which he resided, there was no church, no 
resident clergyman; and the few scattered 
Protestants were ns sheep without a sbep 
herd.” He sometimes travelled a long jour­
ney through the country, without meeting 
any that feared God. “ At Galway, the 
clergy are as richly endowed as elsewhere ; 
but in the year 1795, irs religious statistics 
were as follows Population, 20,000 ; Pro- 
testant*, 300 ; prieets, 300. As many priests 
as Protestants !" Again, referring t0 this 
town, Mr. Averali says, " In Galway,popu­
lation, and of course popery, are greatly on 
the increase ; lot Protestantism it much on 
0u decline. Out of the mere handful of 
Protestants, not amounting to more than 
one-tev-ntieth of the population, it is said 
that, within the last ten years, one hundred 
and seventy have gone over to the Church 
of the Apostasy. Even here the Lord has 
a seed to serve him. We bare fourteen 
pious, zealous, uniform members in society ; 
but they are, in this Babylon of Ireland, like 
s spark delated on an emaef ioe-" Mr.

V

Averali gives ample proofs of this :—“ There 
has," be say*, “ been a great influx to os of 
people, who were utter strangers to religion, 
and who were in the habit of indulging ia 
all manner of ungodliness " These became 
quite changed in conduct as well as profes­
sion. Mr. Averali was asked by the curate 
of Ralhdowney lo preach in that town. “ 1 
have been preaching in it,” said he, “ twenty- 
five years, i.nd never saw nor heard of any 
being converted.” Mr. Averali tried, and 
lor a year endured the greatest persecution, 
but at last ibe place was reformed. Similar 
effects were produced by bia labours in many 
other towns, and these were but specimens 
of what other preachers were doing all over 
the country, although Mr. Averali, being an 
ordained minister, in the line of the suc­
cession, waa more followed by tbe people and 
magnified by the connexion. For many years 
before the disruption, bit brethren sent him 
to represent them in tbe English Conference.

Beiore we dismiss this valuable record of 
a great benefactor of Ireland, we must, in 
justice, mention the fact, that from an early 
period in bia ministry, be refused to receive 
any remuneration for bis labours. When 
only five ytart old. be expressed great asto­
nishment at a man being paid for preaching 
the gospel :—“ Paid for it !" replied the 
dhild. “ Is it possible that he is paid for 
telling tbe good news ? Well," continued 
be, with great emphasis, “ when I am a 
man, I will be a minister, aud I w.U preach 
tbe gospel without any pay." Many years 
after, when, as a clergyman, he visited a 
family of friends, be found them assembled, 
“ in silent waiting." After tbe meeting waa 
over, while we were conversing together, be 
says, “ a pious son of the venerable widow 
who was tbe bead of tbe family, asked me—
‘ Dost thou preach for hirt f " This brought 
bis childish resolution to bis mind, he felt 
condemned, and resolved never more to 
preach for hire. But be it recollected that 
Adam Averell was a man of property. To 
tbe last he continued to devote that property 
as well as bis time and labour, to tbe diffu­
sion of pure religion in I rebind. Had all 
i he bishops been like him, or even one of 
them in a century, what an amount of good 
the Church would have done!

The Rev. Gideon Ousley came somewhat 
la er into tbe field. He, as well as Averali, 
belonged to a respectable family. Tbe latter 
was a native of Ulster, bat Oaseley was a 
Connaught man, and bad much of the genius 
peculiar lo his countrymen ; he was ardent, 
shrewd, ingenious, eloquent, and n man of 
indefatigable labour. He devoted himself 
o the work of a missionary to Roman Ca­

tholics under the Wesleyan Conference, and 
persevered in it for thirty or forty years, 
preaching at the rale of ten or twenty limes 
a week, and at the same time travelling im­
mense distances, and finding leisure to write 
numerous books, tracis, and letters, in refu­
tation of Romanism His estimable, com­
petent biographer, the Rev. Wm. Reilly, for 
many years his companion in labour, may 
well a-k, “ Shall not his intense love of 
country, tbe indelible impression on bis mind 
as to bis special call, and his faithful, unre­
mitting/ perseverance iu it,—his deep and 
solemn conviction as to the causes of Ire­
land's miseries, and his more than common 
power in exposing them,—his unbroken 
resolution amid appalling dangers,—his un­
paralleled exertions and success in the 
ministry, afford demonstrative evidence that 
b« was under the divine influence ?" For a 
long time Gideon Ouse ley was, perhaps, 
the most popular man in Ireland, next to 
Daniel O’Connell. His name was a house­
hold word, not only iu the towns, but through­
out all the rural districts. Previous to the 
public di-cussions from 1824 to 1829, during 
which time Pope and others came upon the 
stage, be was regarded as the Protestant 
champion, his discourses being generally 
controversial. He preached wilh great 
power in the Irish language, spoke freely on 
religion to Roman Catholics wherever he 
met them, and sometimes called on the priests 
themselves, and had friendly conferences 
wilh them ; nod, strange to say, some of 
them, in tbe kindest manner, gave him sub­
scriptions for the building of Methodist 
chapels. He was instrumental in bringing 
a great number of converts from the Cbarcb 
of Rome, some of whom joined the Metho­
dist societies, and some the Established 
Church. It was a circumstance favourable 
to tbe success of his work, if not necessary 
to it, that while he passed rapidly ever the 
country, the local preachers and class-leaders 
as well as tbe circuit preachers, followed up 
his labours by giving fuller instruction to 
inquirers, and encouraging them to perse­
vere.

From the Christian Advocate & Journal.

Romish Infallibility.
, BOMS PACTS ABOUT THE POl’XS.

If we enquire as to tbe motive which in­
duces so g-eat a number to abandon the 
Protestant fold for that of Rome, it will be 
found almost universally to consist in tbe 
pervert's sincere expectation of finding in 
the bosom of Romanism an authority which 
will end his doubts, and spare him the trou­
ble of mental eflorL

•' There is no attribute which men would 
more gladly recognize in tbe teacher to 
whom they resort for instruction, ‘.ban that 
of infallibility ; and in proportion to tbe 
truths sought for, and to tbe supposed diffi­
culty of ascertaining them, would be tbe 
readiness in ordinary minds to recognize 
i he existence of that attribute in one who, 
in addition thereto, claimed tbe prerogative 
which tbe supreme author and source of 
truth has not seen fit to delegate to any mor­
tal—that of finally and peremptorily decid­
ing all disputes.

“ Unstable and uninformed minds are most 
easily captivated by the promise of tbe 
conclusive settlement of all their doubts.— 
This is the leading feature of that strong 
delusion which takes ao many captive, and 
consigns them to hopeless thraldom ; tbe 
master spell which crowns and gives potency 
to tbe deceivableness of unrighteousness.— 
It frequently happens that persons impro­
perly instructed in the grounds of their faith, 
who have quitted the bosom of lheir Church 
for that of Home, in consequence of doubts 
suggested by the writings of subtle dispu­
tants, assign, as the sole reason of their 
sad change, the comfort which they longed 
for, and imagined they have obtained iu the 
shelter of an infallible authority. It is 
marvellous that any person who has even a 
tolerable acquaintance with the records of 
history should ever be peneeded to fea­

ture his salvation upon so frail a berk as 
that of papal infallibility.”

We subjoin Ibe following tabular view of 
a few of the numerous contradictions of 
popes:—

1. Tertuliian (adv. Praxeam, c. 1) speaks 
of a bishop of Rome who erred in sustain­
ing Montanus in bis heretical views of 
Christ. He afterwards revoked tbe appro­
val so bestowed, hot by so doing admit­
ted his fallibility.

2. Pope Liberia* (A. D 352, 3C6,) in 
consequence of his vigorous resistance to 
Arianism was banished to Barm, in Thrace, 
but at the end of two years' exile, be was 
induced to adopt that heresy.

3. Pope Innocent L (A. D. 402, 417). 
acting as Pope, solemnly condemned one of 
the bishops of Macedonia, Pbootiuus by 
name. Tbe pope subsequently said that be 
bad been mistaken, and revoked the sentence 
of condemnation. He did not believe that 
the papal decrees were infallible. Innocent 
is a sain, in the Roman Calendar.

4. Pope Zozimns (A. D.,417, 418) also 
a saint, after having, along with hie clergy, 
examined the heretical teachings of Pela- 
gius, pronounced them orthodox. This 
same Pelagius was condemned as an here­
tic by Innocent L, the predecessor of Zo- 
zimus. Thus we see that Zozimue did 
not believe in infallibility. In this century 
we have rival popes : Pope Liberins against 
Pope Felix ; Damascus against Uriscens.

5. Pope Vigilius (A. D. 540) changed
hie opinion several times respecting tbe 
“ Three Chapters.” He first approved, and 
finally condemned them. He did not be­
lieve in his ewn infallibility. In Ibis cen­
tury we fiod opposing pontiffs, Boniface 
against Eulaiius, Sjmmachus against Lau­
ren ti us. - ,

6. Pope Honorions (A.D. 625-638) fell 
into the heresy of Monotbelites, and was 
solemnly condemed by two of his successors, 
and by no less than three General Councils.

Neither his successors, Pope Leo II, ni 
Adrian II., nor the sixth,seventh, nor eighth 
General Councils were aware that infalli­
bility belonged to tbe Pope. In this century, 
Boniface If. was opposed to Dioaoorns ; 
8y I various against Vigilius.

7. After the death of Pope Formoscus 
(A. D. 896), bis next successor but one, 
Stephen VIL, assembled a Council and 
caused the body of Formosus to be dwinter­
ed and thrown into tbe Tiber ; he and his 
Council also decided that Formosus's ordi­
nations were invalid, and re-ordained several. 
Pope Theodoras II., who came after Ste­
phen, annulled the decree of tbe latter, and 
recognized as valid tbe orders of those 
whom Stephen bad declared not ordained. 
Theodorus'a acts were ratified by his succes­
sor, Pope John IX. On the other hand, 
Pope Sergios III. (A. D. 904) pronounced
in favour ol Stephen, aud declared the ordi­
nation of Formosos to be null and void.

Thus, then, we bave several popes in di­
rect opposition to each other. Sergius 
against Theodore and Paschal, three popes 
at one time ; also Paul against Thco- 
phylact ; Ssepbeo IV. against Constantin» 
and Philip, three popes. It is perfectly 
plain that neither party in these memorable 
disputes could have regarded the other as 
invested with an infallible judgment.

8. Pope Gregory VII. (1073-85) be­
lieved neither his own infallibility nor that 
of bis predtcesoois. In a letter to tbe 
Bishop of Autun he admits that he might 
be surprised into error. A pope who ad­
mits that be might he entrapped into a de­
cision cohtrary to justice and right reason, 
could have had but a faint notion, if any, of 
bis own infallibility.

9. Pope Paschal II., (1089—1118.) be­
ing suspected of heresy by the Council ol 
Lateran, in 1112, made in full cooncil a 
profession of* his faith, in o-der to allay that 
suspicion. This Roman Coucil, composed 
ol more than one hundred bishops, did not 
believe that the pope was incapable of er- 
lor.

10. Pope Innocent 111- (1198,1216,) one 
qf the ablest pontiffs who ever occupied tbe 
papal chair, has, iu the clearest manner, 
condemned the Ultramontane notion ol the 
pope's infallibility.)

11. Pope Clement IV. 1264-68) confes­
ses that his predecessors had to reproach 
themselves with acts contrary to hnman and 
Divine law.

12. Pope John XXII. (1316-34) him­
self propounded a dogma which he subse­
quently retracted as erroneous.

13. Pope Gregory XII. solemly revoked 
in bis last will and tesiament “ all erroneous 
opinions to which he might have given ut­
terance in consistory or in council.”

14—Pope Eugenios IV. (1431-47,) in 
bis straggles against the Council of Basle, 
maintained he was superior to tbe Council, 
but he afterward humbly admitted his error.

15. Pope Pius IU when Æneas Sylvius, 
openly taught tbe doctrine of the Cooncil 
of Basle, namely that a pope may err.

16. If there be an important point in the­
ology, it certainly is that regarding tbe in­
tegrity of the text of tbe Holy Bible. Now 
Pope Sixtus V. published ao edition of the 
Vulgate which he declared “ true, legitimate, 
authentic and nndoubted." After bis death, 
Cement VIII. published a new edition, dif­
fering in thousands of places from that of 
Sixtus. Which of these two editions was 
infallible.

Even this brief review of the history of 
tbe papacy serves to show that not only 
were the popes subject to error, but that the 
notion of papal infallibility is wholly of mo­
dern growth.

Sow by the Wayside.
A Christian travelling on a steamboat dis­

tributed tracts. W bile they were taken and 
read by many, a gentleman took one, and 
folding it, cut it with a penknife into small 
piece» ; then holding it up in derision, threw 
it away. One piece adhered to bis coat ; be 
picked it off, and looking at it, saw only the 
word “ God." He turned it over ; on the 
other side “ Eternity." They stood out as 
living words before him, “ God," * Eter­
nity.” He then went to the bar, called for 
brandy to drink to drive them away, but • 
vain. Then to the gambling tabic, to social 
intercourse and conversation ; but these so­
lemn words haunted him wherever be went, 
until he was brought a penitent to tbe feet of 
Jesus. What an encouragement to the 
Christian traveller to sow seed by the way- 
side. lo preparations for a journey, never 
forget the package of tracts. Scatter them, 
that yon nay tan win well teyoer Saviour.

Prayer.
Prayer is the key of the kingdom of heav­

en. It opens the celestial gates. It unlocks 
the storehouses of divine grace.

Prayer is the keeper of ihe human heart. 
It admits tbe troth into tbe chambers of our 
imagery—into the secret things of the spirit 
of a man.

Prayer, like rest or music, brings an even­
ness and serenity over tbe mind. It calms 
the soul till it becomes like the countenance 
of the benign Saviour. It imparts a peace 
which the world cannot give nor take away. 
In prayer the spiritual part of a man ascends 
as on the wings of a dove to the sky, enters 
into the presence of God, and returns to 
earth with the "radiance and tranquility of 
heaven about it. Prayer for ounehrea is the 
entrance to every good gift, and elevates and 
purifies the suppliant But when the saint 
prays 1er other», the bond ol perfectaem, the 
generous emotions of unbounded love, make 
him resemble the Divine Advocate with the 
Father, the interceding Spirit of God. The 
good man thus gees abroad in his desire to­
ward the family of bis great Parent, like an 
angel on hie ministrations here below.

What has prayer not done ? What 
mountains, what natural impossibility has it 
not removed ? Has not God often spared a 
city or a people at the prayer of one holy 
person ? Are not the children of God the 
salt of the earth which preserves from cor­
ruption ? Do not tbe prayers of the saints 
prevent the Holy One from leaving it to dis­
solve by the fores of its own emptiness and 
discord ? Shall not the cries of the martyrs 
proceeding I rum beneath the altar arouse the 
Judge of tbe quick and the dead? The 
prayers of holy men have hindered God's 
judgsssots nod hastened them. Prayer has 
gutnebed bis wrath and inflamed k ; it has 
repelled the mightiest temporisas, sud chas­
ed away the evil one from hie prey ; k bus 
procured the ministry of angels to supplant 
the attendance of devils. For sickness it 
has brought health ; for drought, rain ; for 
famine, plenty ; for barrenness fruitfulness ; 
for death, life.

Prayer has given nerve and constancy to 
the timid and weak virgin to resist the fire, 
and tbe rack, and the cord off demooiac in­
quisitors ; it has made torments however 
sharp, appear easy ; afflictions, boWever pro­
tracted, brief ; dangers, however formidable, 
un-een and unheeded. Wbat cannot prayer 
do ?

And then bow suitable this work to our na­
ture, and how accommodated to oor diver- 
siged circumstances ! It is not Ihe cum­
brous and imprisoned body that need act in 
this work. We need no eloquence but that 
of the unfortunate and needy beggar. We 
need no riches to bribe the gate way it heav­
en. A sigh may contain a prayer t a groan 

tear, a cast of the aye, may each wrap 
up many petitions. The current of the 
thoughts is like tbe incessant flowing of a 
mighty river, and each t bought may be a 
prayer. Oh, how niggardly tbe soul that 
cannot spare a few drops ! Faith is like 
ibe sou upon this river of tbe human soul. 
It turns a certain portion of the stream of 
mind into celestial desires, which ascend to 
heaven and come down again in fertilizing 
showers of blessed influences upon this 
parched world, causing the desert to rejoice 
and blossom as the to*,—Northwestern 
Christian Advocate.

tfomsponbcntc.

Religion in Barrington.
Babrmoton, August lO.h, 1858.

To the Kjitor ot the Provincial Weeleyin.
Sik,—1 hesitated for some lime whether 

to trouble you, the readers of the Wesleyan 
or myself by noticing tbe document, a copy 
of which is herewith enclosed*. In defer-

•circular.
You are doubtless surprised at receiving this 

Circular from one altogether unknown to you ; 
but, I trust, when you a.e made acquainted with 
the circumstance» of the case, you will pardon 
the liberty.

I am a clergyman of Ibe Church of England, 
and my field ol labour is In the Township ol 
Birrrington, County of Shelburne, Province of 
Nova Scotia—historically one of the moat inter­
esting, and at tbe same time Ibe most neglected 
in North America. Braider Barrington proper, 
if includes Cape Sable 1.1a: <1—famous in tbe his 
lory of ship wrecks, and still tbe dread of mari 
nera. Port la Tour was settled by tbe French 
A. D 1620. There De la Tour defended tbe 
French fort against he father, who waa in the 
EnglUh interest. There tiled tbe celebrated 
Madame De la Tour, who afterwards so heroic­
ally detended s fort ou tbe River St. John, in 
the absence of her husband. And Wood’s Har­
bor on tbe west—a large but scattered settle­
ment

After the e vie nation by tbe French, these 
places were only visited by the red man ot 
the forest, until about 1770, re re­
settled by refugee loyalist failed
States These people came id tbe
soil being barren and rod their
attention chiefly to fishing rough
incessant toil and privaiiot igged
out a miserable existence wives
very little iron bis about tt their
immortal souls ; unless they »y an
itinerant Free-will Baptist would
frighten them into i revii hem ;
tbe next year they were a.« nd. it
anything, more hardened This
state of things continued t n our
la<e lamented Bishop sent i raton-
ary on this shore who la boo i d the
result was that some were a aed a
desire of returning to the Ct then.
Through bu exertions e sm erect-
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ed, bat there was no meat 
and his place has since ot 
•applied as circumstances w 

List summer our good I 
tour el the coast, determine 
ary here. About that time ot
at Kings College, Windsor i i
self for holy orders ; bis L d
•ad sent me to Barrington nyself
acquainted with my people i, and
determined, through tbe a- lasing
ot Almighty God to do son ra. 1
preach three limes every bold
week day services and lect; have
two Sunday Schools,and a 1 iatur-
day even-ug. I also visit we to

ones. 1 am trying to est it Ibe
different stations. Tbe pet 
take quite an interest ia i 
are not able to cootribate wards
schools or churches. So I con­
sideration and consultation le'er-
mioed to make an appeal •< Eng­
land. wbo»e names hive become household words 
oe account ol the interest they have taxa» ia 
tbe dissemination of God's most Holy Ward 
among the peer aad derthute ia foreign lands, 
infiyimpfemad tat God would open thrit hearts

X

ence, however, to the judgment of persons 
whom I deem competent to give judicious 
counsel, I sm induced to forwsrd it to you 
with such animadversions as it is considered 
the production imperatively demsntla, in or­
der to place in a just point of view the past 
and present condition of this Township in 
respect to the particulars referred to in tbe 
“ Circular.”

It appears that this “ Circular " was only 
intended for inspection by such persons in 
England as the writer of it may have 
thought proper to address it to. It would 
seem, however, that the circulation there was 
intended to have been pretty extensive, inas­
much as, if 1 am correctly informed, 2,000 
printed copies had been prepared. It is e vi­
ent, however, that k was not intended for the 
inspection of Nova Scotians, certainly not 
for that of the people of Barrington. Even 
the members of his own church, as from cir­
cs instances I infer, were uninformed of iu 
existence, until some two or three of tbe 
printed copies came into the posse lesion of 
some person in this place. The tact, how­
ever, of iu being thus brought lo light ap­
pears to have induced considerable discom­
fort lo the supposed author and bis friends, 
and to have elicited threats of prosecution 
should it be made public through the me­
dium of the newspapers. Why such uo- 
uoeasiness respecting its publicity, the par­
ties interested are most competent to explain. 
Surely if a correct view of the population of 
this place is presented, the wider the infor­
mât ioo is circulated the greater tbe proba­
bility of enlisting public sympathy, and of 
obtaining the sought for aid in effecting such 
a disinterested and benevolent object as that 
of elevating in a religious and moral point 
of risw a community so degraded and desti-, 
lute as tbe population of Barrington is re­
presented to be.

Independently of some historical references 
to the first settlement of this Township, and 
its religious and other interests from that 
time to tbe present, which in the course of 
the following remarks it will be necessary to 
make, and which may not be altogether with­
out interest to the public, it may be further 
assigned in justification of taking some pub­
lic notice of the Circular, first, that it is high­
ly proper, and indeed necessary, that the fact 
should ever stand out pi eminently before the 
public of the existence in our midst of par­
ties assuming such exclusive claims to all 
that it authorised and efficient in promoting 
tha instnetton and religious weal of the 
community^nd who indulge in such illiberal 
and uncharitable sentiment* with regard to 
al! other sections of the Christian Church, 
aad of all tbe efforts put forth by them to 
evangelise and improve the condition of the 
community, that everything not emanating 
Irom or the result of theiroan measures and 
efforts is either entirely ignored by them, 
hr, when not passed by in total silence, only 
alluded to as ill directed attempts to 
"Irighten" men—not into a religiously 
improved condition, but into a “ revival,” 
which is to leave them in a “ worse and 
more reckless ” state than they were before. 
Not that it is at all desirable to induce a 
similar exclusiveness and illiberaliiy in 
others towards the offending parties, but 
a salutary caution against the indulgence of 
a false and inconsiderate liberality of senti­
ment and conduct towards parties who 
seem disposed to avail themselves thereof 
to promote their own undermining purposes. 
Another reason of calling public attention 
to the “ Circular ” arises out of the desir­
ableness, and indeed the necessity, of dis­
abusing the mind, of those upon whom it is 
calculated—it is hoped not designed—to 
make false impressions as to the moral and 
religious state of things in this country, and 
of affording them an opportunity ot becom­
ing acquainted with the facts of the case, 
and it is believed that, from tbe Wesleyan 
having a circulation lo some extent in Eng­
land, its columns may afford such oppor­
tunity.

Whatever temptation lo make remarks 
calculated to be personally offensive may be 
supplied by the “ Circular,” it ia ray men­
tion to avoid taking advantage thereof, while 
my aim shall be to state fact* calculated to 
give a just representation of the past and 
present state of ibis Township in respect to 
the particulars referred to in the " Circular ” 
It would be unwise to represent the past and 
present position of this settlement in such 
manner a* to elicit unqualified commenda­
tion. From the first up to tbe present time 
the population have, no doubt, exhibited that 
various and diversified cbaraeier which is no 
uncommon feature in any community, even 
in those favoured with the greateat advan­
tages ; but this 1 am prepared to affirm with­
out fear of contradiction, that tbe inhabitants 
of this Township at any and every period 
since its first settlement by tbe English, 
would not unfavourably compare, in a moral 
and religious point of view, with any other 
portion of tbe Province. Neither is it my 
intention in unqualified terms to defend 
or justify all the proceedings and doings 
of (we may hope) wett-measing, bat ill- 
instructed and in some cases mistaken ineo, 
nor yet tbe character or conduct of all who 
manifested a zeal, and have ever appeared 
in tbe judgment ot chanty to have been use­
ful, in preaching tbe essential doctrines of 
the gospel Nor is it my purpose nor pro-

To their

to my call oe behalf of tbe spiritual wants of 
tbe poor neglected, but warm hearted fishermen 
of ibe Township of Barrington, and induce 
them to give ua a trifle out of their abundance, 
that we may be enabled to gladden their hearts 
by procuring them teachers to inrroct them in 
thu principles of eternal truth, by preparing 
them place* where they may solemnly worship 
God and providing for Ibe prominent [shoald it 
not be permanent] residence ol a clergyman 
among teem.

So under these eircuautances ia tbe name of 
oor Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ who bath 
laid " it is more blessed to give than to receive,” 
I ask you to contribute towards this good work. 
And in order that you may aw your discretion, 
1 will name some of tbe special objects. You 
may either contribute towards the general pur­
pose* of tbe mission ; or toward* the rapport of 
aobools, Ac. ; or towards a church begun at Port 
la Tour; or building cbarches at Weed'» Har­
bor, or on Cape Sabla Island ; or towards tbe 
erection of a parsonage at the Church in Bar- 
ring ton, the site for which has been given. If 
God iodines your heart to give, and to induce 
Others to give, you can transmit tbe amount of 
y out benefactions by a draft on tbe Bank of 
Biitwh North America, drawn ia tbe favour of
--------------------Halifax, N S„------------------
Halifax, or to myself at Barrington. Au y 
other information will be promptly given, if 
reouired.q Tour moet obd’t servant in Christ,

vince to judge or condemn them, 
own master they stand or fall.

The field of observation and remark pro­
posed by the author of tbe “ Circular ” is 
the township of Barrington : and the first 
general and comprehensive statement is that 

! " although historically one of the most inter- 
I eating " it ie nevertheless •* the most neglect- 
! ed in North America." Indeed ! from the 
Gulf of Mexico to the utmost limits of Ihe 
American continent no settlement, village, 
township, so utterly uncared fur and nuinter- 
r es ted in the sympathies and attentions of 
tbe Christian husbandman, *o entirely neg­
lected and uneared for by the whole Chris­
tian Church as Barrington, and that from 
the date of its first settlement by the sub­
jects of the British crown op to the auspic­

es period of 1842. Sorely the zealous 
missionary " who then commenced to cul­

tivate this moral wilderness most have foend 
tbe inhabitant* bat little rawed above oar­
ages, ignorant of gospel troth and in a most 
deplorable state as to morale, “ hardened and 
reckless " • But before remarking upon 
this statement it may be proper to notice a 
slight inaccuracy in tbe cirealir as to the 
first English settlers of this township. The 
grant of this township to tbe original pro­
prietors is deled December 1767. It we* 
probably that aotomo or the spring or per­
haps the autumn previous thereto that the 
first settlers removed from Capo Cod end 
took op their abode in this place. The first 
division of land among the proprietors was 
made iu 1768, in all probability after they 
bed got settled down and booses built. 
These facts make it evident therefore that 
the first settler» of this place were British 
colonists who removed from one portion of 
the domiaioos of Great Britain to another 
mod were not “ Refugee Loyalist* " as stat­
ed m the “ Circular," that term being em­
ployed to designate those person* who at the 
lime of the Aararican revolution adhered to 
British interest* and about the year 1783 
settled ia various part* of this and the ad­
joining provinces, and by whom principally 
in that year Sbelboroe was settled. The 
earliest date of it* appropriate aw could not 
have been previously to the year 1776 the 
date of the declaration of American indé­
pendance. It waa not upon political ground* 
at all that the first settlers of Barrington re­
moved from their native place, then subject 
to the British crown, bat having been ac­
customed, when prosecuting their fishing 
voyages on the Banka off thi* coast to seek 
shelter in this and the neighbouring har­
bours from the violence of etorma and to re­
cruit their wood and water, they noticed the 
luxuriant growth of grass on Ibe lands which 
had been Geared and cultivated by the for­
mer French inhabitants and which for year* 
had been lying unoccupied and bad thu* be­
come highly manured and fertiliz-d by ilie 
decomposition of it* annual produce, and thus 
presented an aspect highly tempting in an 
agricultural point of view ; this, together 
with the proximity of the '• flitting ground» ” 
they had been accustomed annually to resort 
to from a distant home, induced the idea of 
and resulted in their removal from their na­
tive borne* to this place. Tbe proclamation 
of his Majesty, the then reigning monarch, 
encouraging and promising peculiar advao- 
isges to such immigrations to Nova Scotia 
wu- also d oublies» au additional inducement 
to such removal.

As to “ the soil being barren and rocky,” 
a* a general characteristic “rocky” will 
apply, but as to it* “ barrenness ” facts 1 
think will not juxtify the application ol that 
term. When anything like proper attention 
tuts been paid to the cultivation of tha soil — 
it has invariably rewarded the labour be­
stowed, by good, in many instances by abun­
dant crops of gass ; potatoes of an excellent 
quality and frequently in abundant quanti 
nee were produced until of late year», since 
ibe almost universal failure in the cultiva­
tion of that useful article. 1 have known an 
acre of land, even wiihont any extra culti­
vation, pioduce forty buaheia of good wheat, 
and oats and barley bave been successfully 
cultivated. To my knowledge from tweoiy 
to fifty five bushels of potatoes have been 
produced from one bushel of seed. True, 
Irom the rocky nature of the land, generally, 
agriculture cannot be prosecuted with that 
advantage which* would compensate tbe far­
mer or admit of his depending upon it as the 
only or the main soeroe of maintenance. But 
they were not agricultural advantages, prin­
cipally, that induced the Cape Cod fisher­
men to remove to this place. They were not 
farmers, bat in mod case* fishermen, and 
the agricultural qualities of the soil wee but 
a secondary consideration, fishing was their 
principal object and mam dépendance, as it 
bad been in the place of their former resi­
dence. As to their “ poverty •' so far as 
my information serves me 1 ao induced to 
believe they were mostly persons in moder­
ately easy circumstances, having their owe 
vessels and other appliance* for proe*cutiog 
their intended avocation of fishing ; they 
brought their cattle and other stock requisite 
for the limited agricultural avocation» to 
which a* fishermen they bad been accustom­
ed, and which was necessary for the comfort 
of their families ; some, if not all the mater­
ials for constructing their dwelling hooies 
were brought with them.

We are informed by the “ Circular ” that 
14 They have by incessant toil and priration 
dragged out a miserable existence ” To 
whom does this statement refer? Have 
these “ Refugee Loyalist ” been doomed to 
“ incessant toil ” and to drag out a miser­
able existence ” to the present day ? It is 
scarcely necessary to say that bat few of that 
generation, if any, with the exception of some 
of the minor members of the families, were 
living at the commencement of tbe preaent 
century, and not one who then came here, 
even in y oath or Infancy now remains to af­
ford oe information of their “ toils and priva­
tions." That they had to submit to the usual 
privations incident to a newly and thinly sel-

dance in the winter, and wild fowl of varions 
description* frequented the harbour in abun­
dance in the very vicinity of their dwellings. 
The neighbouring colonie», now U. States 
of America, and llulifax'affordrd a nady 
market for their fish and convenient facilities 
for supplying themselves with all such arti­
cles as were needed for their families and 
for tbs prosecution of their avocations. As 
to the descendants of the first settlers and 
other* comprising the population of the 
township similar observation» will apply, 
extreme poverty l.as bien rare, “ dragging 
out a miserable existence " is a description 
far too highly colored to apply correctly to 
any portion of the community at any period 
at or since the settlement of the place, and 
especially at tbe present time which presents 
gneral appearance* of improvement and in 
most case* of comfort, and in many of a con­
siderable degree ot affluence. But “ They 
gave themselves very little trouble about the 
concern* of their immortal tools." To whom 
is thi* aUoaion? To ihe first settlor* ? 
Such we mart conclude to be the meaning 
of tbe circular from the coastraction ot Ibe 
sentence Bat tbooe " Freewill Baptists" 
who •' frightened them into a revival ” were 
unknown in this country until about the 
year 1815. The supposed founder of that 
denomination of Christ tens, Borya min Ran­
dall, was born in 1749, and in the 22nd year 
of hi* ago was converted to God through the 
instrumentality oL. Whit «field's preaching. 
It must have been many years after that ere 
that church arrived to any degree of no­
toriety even in tbe United State*. It was at 
a very early period after, it not immediate­
ly upon, the first eat l lament of this place that 
a large building wa« erected for parpooea of 
religious worship, and it still remains as a 
lasting and creditable memorial of the 

care” of tbe first settlers about tbeir relig­
ious interests. A Congregational minister, 
tbe Rev. Win. Wood, was employed by 
them, and from that lime to the present, I 
very orach question if Ihie township ever 
preeented such a deatitale condition in 
respect to religions means and ordinal»- 

as to justify anything approaching 
lo the description given in the circular t 
and yet it affirms that “ this state of things 
continued until the year 1842 f" Was 
it up to that period that generation alter 
generation “ dragged oot a miserable ex­
istence" in respect to both temporal and 
spiritual interests ? With regard to tem­
poral interests, in addition to wnat has been 
said, there need be no hesitancy in affirming 
that thi* community at any period of ita 
history would sustain a vety favourable 
comparison with any other community, In 
any county, composed ot person* in a simi­
lar class of society. It was proverbial that 
Nova Beotia was a good poor man's country, 
and the sentiment holds good In respeel to 
Barrington. And a* to religious destitution, 
all bough Episcopal clergymen appear not >o 
have concerned themselves about the matter, 
such was not the fact with respect to other 
denominations of Christian». The place waa 
visited at an early period (probably about 
1780—’85) by Calvinist Baptist preachers, 
and.by the Rev. Henry Aitine and other 
Ntiwlight preacher», the result of wboee 
labours was not merely “ frightening” the 
people into a revival, leaving ihe in shortly 
afterward* “ as base or more nckle»a than 
ever," but frui', in some cases « t lean, which 
proved its gracious character by ihe p oo* 
and devoted tivesnf ils subjects and evinced 
ao origin mure efficient lhan sudden and 
transient “ (right." I speak from personal 
knowledge ol the char scier and deportment 
of individual* who have lived and passed 
away from earth eioce my own reeollection, 
and from the testimony of others who»* 
knowledge extended much farther back thee 
m . own 1 again *ay that 1 am not under­
taking lo advocate all the opinions, eeyings 
and Uoiogs of all who laboured in ihn field, 
nor do I intend pawing an unqualified aakt- 
gium on the moral and religious character of 
ihe population of Barring too ; my object 
being to *bow that, whatever of ao objec­
tionable or quertwoab e character may have 
at time* taken place,on tbe whole the people 
were not left in a totally uncared tor con­
dition, eod that laming good résulté were 
effccied by the moral cultivator* ot tbe soil* 
shove referred to ; men’s immortal iateraet* 
were cared for by ibetnieive» and by others 
who, more from a lore of soul* than from 
the prospect of any eauhly good, ministered 
to them tbe gospel ol God our Saviour. On 
a careful review of Ibe past history of the 
entire population o< tbi* township from the 
first op to the present lime, in respect lo the 
moral and religious bearing thereof, I have 
no hesitation in saying that the resell of e 
comparison thereof with any other commu­
nity in the province,will not prove unfavour­
able to Barrington ; nor am I by any means 
inclined, nor would fact* justify it, to make 
an exception in lavour of those localities 
which have been more exclusively ooder the 
influence of those religious ipatruroentalitiee 
which doubtless, in the estimation of the 
author* of the circular have preeminent 
claims upon the undivided favour aud the 
•ole regarda of the community. It i* true 
that until of late yeara no clergyman of the 
Episcopal Church baa been «tattooed here, 
and in a few inalaoce* only, previously, 
have religious cervices been conducted by 
ministers of that order in this place, and to 
those instances have Methodist Chapel* and 
other place* of worship been freely and cor­
dially opened for their occupancy : so that 
whatever the aspect of society neither prawn 
nor blame can attach to that church.

Bat do we speak of a Methodist Chapel 
in Barrington Solely a stranger to the 
history of tbe place, as most have been (bora 
benevolent gentlemen in England for wboee 
especial benefit end informai too tbe “ Cir­
cular" waa designed could have come to no 
such conclusion. And if, as moet probably 
would be tbe case, they were acquainted 
with tbe energetic and aggrmaive character 
of Methodism aud iu peculiar boost and

lier day* with those who 
youth 1 am inclined to the opinion that al­
though affluence was not accorded to them, 
generally, yet a comfortable eoboisience vas 
obtained from the production» of the sojl and 
of the sea. Tbe rivers then abounded with 
fish, excellent eel* were procured in aboo-

. TK. Mi. Stewart, a »<*t iratlraaaaly am an*
a ■iac.r- carttelaa. M«ll ipar'l»* b-tisra* t ira tu bv, tara 
ïl tbTers SV-oop»1 ckrxyrave «atieeed boa, waa 
-L.wa as «sirast raarafa. w »»*»"• ate aaftirtaa end
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lied country a* this then was is quite probe- . ,be[ of « ,eking out the destitute 
ble; hot from what I have learnt of thoir eo(j lboee mo»t in need of religions ioatruo- 
circumstances from intercourse in my ear- 

i bore in their
lion, would they not be induced to wonder 
■nd anxiously to enquire,” What 1 all this 
length of time and have cut the follower» of 
Wesfoy, whose motto it was “ the world foe 
a parish," and the declared and recognised 
basions» of whose presehtrs it was, to 
spread scriptural holiness tbiougb the land 
—hava they doae nothing towards the cul­
tivation of tbi* religiously destitute and 
morally debased people. "Aad,” might 
they not further enquire, I* tt po»a:We 
that there is lo he found a secluded corner 
0f the British Protestât dominion* so ta- 
tinly shot out from end unacquainted with

^


