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WAR OR PEACE.
We are glad to see that the absurd and 

mischievous threats of the New York Herald 
against Britain and Spain axe being repudi- 
ated by the Northern press. In regard to 
the Herald’s prediction that Canada and 
Cuba would be assailed after the conclusion 
of the civil war, the Philadelphia Inquirer
says :—

“The whole spirit of the article is without

change, and of the effect of water deposits 
and currents, in the world. At the place 
where Raleigh sailed in, with 14 feet of 
water under his keel, there is now a sand
bank, which is entitled to the appellation of 
Kill-devil-hill, high above the surface.- 
These banks extend almost to Tampico, all 
round by Florida; and in other places the 
nature of the shores, and the great lakes and 
lagunes inside, show that the process has 
been carried on till the banks became united 
to the mainland. There is inside the most 
extensive and unique internal communica
tion by water in the world. Energetic ef
forts will be made to suspend it, and the re
sult will be serious suffering and inconveni- 
ence to the inhabitants, and the destruction 
of their privateering efforts. Perhaps be
fore I send off this letter I may be able to 
give more precise information as to the pro- 
ceedings of the expedition, but the weather 
has been very unfavorable to its rapidity, as 
it has been raining and hazy.

But the expedition which is in the course

habitation between it and the settlements on 
the rivers of Canada. Its remains still ex
ist; I make it an annual visit. I carry my 
children to it, to teach them the hardships 
endured by the generations which have gone 
before them. I love to dwell on the tender 
recollections, the kindred ties, the early *f 
fections, and the narrations and incidents 
which mingle with all I know of this primi
tive family abode. I weep to think that 
none of those who inhabited it are among the
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Owing to the state of affairs in the different 
States of America, a decrease of supply may 
be looked for from thence; and, to avert 
the consequences of any material falling of 
the Cotton Supply Association has been ac- 
tively at work. Already the agents of that 
institution are busily engaged in Egypt and 
the West Indian Islands, while east of the 
Ganges there are hosts of influences engag- 
ed in extending the growth of the Oriental 
"Home few weeks ago, an inquiring gentle 

man wrote to the London papers on the vital 
question of cotton supply, and in course 
of hie observations he proposed a new mode 
of preparing flax fibre so as to cottonize it 
and thus add to the supply of material for 
muslin goods. The plan was excellent in 
its way, and brimfull of ingenuity ; but un- 
fortunately for its practical application, the 
spindles of our own staple trade have only 
been partialy supplied with lax for some 
years past; there is consequently, not a 
single sound of that article. 10 LAPSED Ar 
give effect to any plan of producing from 
flax a substance like cotton we must first 
hare enough and to spare—a result, not

The state of affairs at Warsaw is gloomy, 
and the popular excesses continu ed to take
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a speechWe find in an Irish
livered by Lord Monek at the recent meet- 
ing at Belfast, of the Royal Agricultural 
Society of Ireland. It is principally devot
ed to pointing out the advantages of Agri
cultural Societies and Exhibitions, and is evi- 
dently the production of a thoughtful and a 
well cultivated mind. We give the closing 
portion of his speech:—

“Gentlemen there is another ground up- 
on which I think the direct tendency of 
these Societies is entitled to your highest 
praise. We have all our own opinions upon 
religion and politics, end we all conscients- 
ously hold them: and God forbid it should 
ever be otherwise ! Free discussion in my 
opinion, is the life-blood of progress and 
advancement. In intelligent minds con-
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any warrent, either in the state of interna- 
tioual affairs or of popular feeling. While 
it is true now, as always heretofore, and as 
it always will be, that the American people 
would resist foreign interference with their 
domestic affairs, yet no honest, loyal or 
sensible man can discern anything but mis- 
chief in choosing the present moment to 
create the impression, which the Herald’s 
language must do, that we are cherishing 
bitter resentuaents, and waiting the oppor- 
tunity of their indulgence. It is singularly 
and wickedly untrue, as regards both Cana-
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living; and if I ever fail in affectionate ven
eration for him who raised it, and defended 
it against savage violence and destruction, 
cherished all the domestic virtues beneath 
its roof, and through the fire and blood of 
seven years’ revolutionary war shrunk from 
no toil, no sacrifice, to serve his country and 
to raise his children to a condition better 
than his own, may my name and the name 
of my posterity be blotted for ever from the 
memory of mankind.—Daniel Webster.
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FOR CONSUMPTION.
IVER OIL. 
“ood-liver oil”CREAM VERSUS O

During a few year 
has been the great pop IMPORTANT TO PARENTS AND da and Cuba. We have lived net only at 

— —----------------------------- peace technically, but in the most cordial 
friendship with the people of Canada ; and 
there are no two contiguous nations in Eu
rope between which such entire confidence

ofscientiously holding and energetically main; 
these bright principles which take their 
place among genius and literature, and 
science in art. Bet, gentleman, the con- 
stitution of the human mind is such as that 
the maintainance of antagonistic opinion is 
very likely to produce personal antaognism 
and sectarian rancour ; and it appears to me 
that if you can bring men who differ in 
politico and religion to co-operate and act in 
common object, you are likely to smooth 
down those personal aspérités which may 
arise in the maintainance of antagonistic

We respectfully but very carnesty call 
the attention of our readers to the statements 
below. It will be seen that it is proved by 
a very extensive collection of facts that chil-

proceed down the Mississippi, offers the 
most important resulte if it be successful, 
and is pregnant with the most vital conse- 
quences if it foil to attain its object. There 
is no doubt that the General is displaying 
zeal, judgment and vigor in his preparations, 
and gives good promise of conducting his 
expedition, as for as he is concerned, with 
every guarantee that failure will be obviated 
if possible. It is, as I understand, not to 
be unaided by demonstrations equally sen- 
cue, as it is intended to form another expe
dition to send up the Mississippi at the 
same time, which will go right into the heart 
of the seceding States. New Orleans and 
the river in the hands of the United States, 
the South will have its constancy and re- 
sources strained to the utter-most, for a 
great blow has been dealt which violates 
Missouri and opens all the Southern States 
along their western boundaries—not to 
speak of its influence on Kentucky General 
Fremont intends to cover the flank of his 
flotilla by an army, which shall be able to 
clear away the enemy as it advances ; and 
ten powerful steam gun-boats, armed with 
heavy rifled ordnance, are intended to dis
pose of any fortified places, earthworks, or 
hostile towns, which may attempt to oppose 
their progress. The closing up of the inlets 
on the coast will prove very embarrassing, 
and we shall bear no more of vessels sailing 
out of such places as Wilmington and run- 
ning the blockade if the expedition carries

called ood-liver oil have been mid at enor-
mous prices, and consumed. ‘go-
called," for it is quite certain that a very 
large proportion of material sold under this I 
name has been mainly lard oil. We think 
little harm has been done by the deception, 
except by the cheat involved in selling for 
$1 per gallon. There is no doubt that 
thousands of cures have been effected by the 
use of both the pure cod-liver oil, and the 
spurious lard oil. Faith in the article, that 
is, io the label on the bottle, and in the ad 
vertisements of the sellers,) has in many 
eases dispelled fear, and started the patient 1 
on the high road to health; while the real 
nourishment afforded by the oil is often just 
what is needed by the dyspeptic patient suf
fering for lack of nutriment. Indeed it is 
believed that to the carbonaceous elements 
of the oil, which are essential to good respi
ration. is mainly due the benefit that has 
been derived from the much landed ood-liver 
oil Acting upon this belief, one of our first 
physicians, Dr. Alonso Clark, who is per
haps the highest authority of our city, has 
proposed the use of pure sweet cream as a 
substitute for the oil. Cream is essentially 
an oil, very similar in its composition to the 
cod-liver oil, lard oil, and others of like char-] 
actor, while it is. far more palatable, and 
vastly cheaper. The medical Reporter says 
that a consumptive patient, now under 
treatment, is taking cream with better effect 
than was experienced under the cod liver oil 
previously tried. X

Our advice is, for all who have or think 
they have consumption, to adopt a cream 
diet. Eat the pure sweet cream abundantly, 
as much of it as the stomach will digest well. 
Eat it alone, on bread, with baked sweet 
apples, and at every meal. Eat it believing 
it will cure, and we doubt not that it will 
prove quite as effective as the purest cod- 
liver oil that can be bought.—American 
Agriculturist.

BRITISH MERCANTILE STEAM 
FLEET.

The steam fleet of Great Britain has con
tributed incalculably to her pre-eminence as 
a commercial nation. Indeed, few have any 
adequate conception of the rapid growth of .
this important interest, or the extent already who has acquired the same amount of know 
attained. It appears from an official return hedge in half the time of another boy must 
that at the commencement of the present have obtained a proportionately superior ha- 
year 1,945 steamers were registered in the bit of mental activity. It is this alertness. 
United Kingdom, of a gross burthen of 686,- combined with the Bodily aptitudes created 
417 tuns, being an increase of 82 vessels by drill, that gives the comparatively stun- 
and 19,904 tuns, as compared with the cor- ted boys of the town a preference over the 
responding date of 1860. The number of strong robust lads from the coast. Good 
paddle steamers was 1.342 ; of screws 601. schoolmasters say that about three hours a 
As regards the materials of which they were day are as long as a bright, voluntary atten- 
constructed, 601 were built of wood, 1,080 tion on the part of children can be secured, 
of iron, and five of steel. Of the whole num- and that in that period they may really be 
- of steamships 515 are owned in London, taught as much as they can receive ; all be- 
The scale of operations entered upon by some yong the profitable limit is waste. Hence 
of the leading steamship companies of Eng- it is urged that part of the present long 
land is enormous. First, in importance as school hours be devoted to gymnastic exer- 
concerns the United States, is the “ Cunard eises or drill, as part of the system of edu- 
fleet," owned principally in Glasgow, com- cation, * that the half-time system be more 
prising no less than thirty large steamers, adopted. It is a frequent complaint by run- 
averaging not far from 2,000 tons. The away apprentices and vagrant children that 
largest of these is the new steamer Scotia, the work to which they were first put was 
which measures 4,000 tons. I really very painful to them ; but children,

- -rI■ |while at school, might be gradually intro-
HOW THE WORLD IS GOVERNED, duced and accustomed to labor and exertion.

There are about one hundred separately Early physical training would remove or di- 
organized governments in the world at the I minish congenital defects or bodily weakness, 
present time. Nearly one half are monar-It is estimated that an addition of at least a 
chies in Europe, and of these a large propor- fifth might be made to the efficiency and val- 
tion are petty principalities and Dukedoms, ue of a boy as a laborer in after life—an ad- 
containing, altogether, about six millions of dition equivalent, in the mass, to the pro- 
inhabitants. Of the governments of Europe duce of the labor of one-fifth more of popu- 
Great Britain is a limited monarchy ; France lation, without the expense of additional 
is nominally constitutional, but in reality an I food, clothes or shelter, to maintain them, 
absolute monarchy ; Russia and Austria are Drill is very strongly recommended by many 
absolute ; Prussia, Spain and Sardinia are eminent men, who give their testimony in 
limited, with two chambers of deputies.— I these papers. It improves the health, the 
There are only four republics in Europe— osrriage, the manners, even the character, 
Switzerland, San Marino, Montenegro and sharpens the attention, gives habits of obe- 
Andorre. The three latter contain an ag-dience, promptness, regularity and self re- 
gregale population of not over 120,000 peo- I straint. Sir F. B. Head writes :—" No ani- 
ple. Switzerland, secure in her mountain mal, whether on four legs or two, can be of 
fastness, is now, by common consent, left any use in the workshop of man until he has 
unmolested. been sufficiently divested of that portion of

The governments of Asia are all absolute I his natural inheritance called a w will of his 
despotisms. Thibet has the name of being own.” A system of military drill in our 
a hierarchy, bet differs in no practical sense I schools would prove so beneficial that, if once 
from a despotism. adopted, an undrilled young man, like a raw

In Africa, the Barbary States, and all the unbroken horse, would be considered unser- 
various negro tribes, of whatever name, are viceable.” “I should considér a youth of 
ruled despotically, except Iiberia, which is double value,” says Mr. Whitworth, “ who 
republican, and may be an opening wedge has had the training of the nature of a drill; 
of civilization on that continent. he attends to commands ; he keeps every

The great islands in the Southern and thing he has to do with in a high state of 
Pacific oceans are mostly independent and I cleanliness ; defects are corrected, and spe- 
despotic—suffi as Japan, with • population cial q palifications brought out,”

It is maintained in the papers that much 
more might be made of the existing means 
of education by a system of union and con- 

Pacific I solidation and gradation of schools, and a 
oceans belong mostly to the different Euro- division of educational labor ; and with im- 
neaa powers, and are ruled according to their I provements of this nature, and contemplat- 
respective forms of government. ing the striking results of education in the

the American continent, there is but district half-time industrial schools for pau- 
one monarchical government that of Brazil pers schools which are emancipating chil- 
which is, however, liberally constitutional, dren from hereditary pauperism and crime 
In the three great geographical divisions of by methods of training which might be so 
America there are now eighteen separate re- much more widely adopted—“ men like us, 
publics. past the middle period of life,” writes Mr-

-seo------- Chadwick,“ might expect to see in a few 
THE LOVE OF HOME. years a change in the whole moral and intel-

It is only shallow-minded pretenders who lectual condition of the population, as great 
either make distinguished origin a matter of I as any change produced by improvements 1,1 
personal merit, or an obscure origin a mat- I physical science and art in ear time.
her of personal reproach. Taunt and seof- ---------- -----------------
fng at the humble condition of early life ENFIELD Anns.—The government arte- 
■ng stine fa. . ory for manufacturing rifles at Enfield Lock,

England, covers an area of 30 acres, giving 
employment to about 1,700 persons. Many 
-tee the rifles for the army jn 

are made at Enfield. This is not 
the case ; more rites are made for the goy crament by private makers Birmingham 
than at Eo6eld, but all the patterns are 
furnished by the proper army officers, 
reshefidening 

military arms.

and good will existe as between ourselves 
and the British Americans. To attempt 
a breach in this sympathy by such bullying 
as the Herald's is a monstrous crime, akin 
to that of the Southern demagogues, whose 
persistant misrepresentation of Northern sen
timent was the real agency in accomplishing 
secession, with all its shames and miseries. 
So for from coveting Canada, under any pre
text or desiring to lift against it a hostile arm 
we are warranted in asserting that the people 
of the Union are a unit in their desires to 
witness its prosperity under its own govern- 
ment,—unless, indeed, the editor of the 
Herald, standing alone in his enmity, must 
qualify this position. Nor is he better jus
tified in reference to Cuba. The Free States 
have ever possessed an overwhelming party, 
opposed to any measures, either diplomatic 
or militant, for the acquisition of that island. 
The vile manifesto of Buchanan, Mason, 
and Soule, when ministers abroad, on this 
question, found no sensible response out of 
the Slave States. It was too bad for the mass 
of pro-slavery Democrats in the North to 
countenance. There is nothing therefore in 
the past, to warrent the Herald's suggestion, 
while the whole spirit of the present belies 
them. We may, and we do feel the false 
and ungenerous commenta of the London 
Times. We know how to resent injustice 
or agression, whether manifested by foreign

likely to be realized for some years to come.
Merchants and other capitalists connected 

with the linen trade have been making great 
exertions for years past to bring about a 
more ample supply of raw material; but, 
to this day, the effect of their exertions has 
only been partial, and still the cry of 
famine in the flax market rings from Bel- 
fast to Dundee, and from Dunfermline to 
Leeds. During the last forty years, the 
value of raw cottons has so fallen in price 
that its manufacturers have been enabled to

dren learn more when they study three hours 
a day than they do when they study six.— 
We have long been convinced of this from 
our own experience and observation, and we 
believe that no more momentous truth can 
be disseminated among the community.

When a child comes in fresh from his 
play, with the blood bounding through his 
veins, his brain is full of life and vigor, his 
ideas are all clear, and he can learn more in 
fifteen minutes than he can in two hours 
after his brain is fatigued and his whole sys
tem has become languid by confinement at 
his desk.

From pretty extensive inquiry we are sa
tisfied that the present murderous system of 
long confinement in school is continued by 
a want of frankness between parents and 
teachers. Nearly all the parents are opposed 
to the practice, but it is kept up by the 
teachers under the mistaken idea that they 
will give dissatisfaction by reducing the 
hours of their own labor.

Not only should the gross amount of stu- 
dy be greatly diminished, but recesses should 
be more frequent, Thirty minutes is quite 
long enough for any young child to study, 
and one hour for a child of any age. The 
human brain is not like a steam engine that 
the longer you ran it, the more work you 
get out of it. What the brain can do de
pends wholly upon its condition. Any per
son can accomplish more mental labor in one 
hour when the brain is in a healthy and ac-

ARRIVAL OF THE “BOHEMIAN.' 
Father Point, Oct. 1.

The Bohemian passed here at 12.46 to- 
day. She brings 24 cabin and 151 steerage 
passengers. She experienced strong head 
winds The Hibernian arrived at Liver
pool on the morning of the 17th. The Bo- 
hemian passed the North American on the 
22nd io lat. 56 north long. 16 50 west, and 
the Great Eastern at Queenstown on the

opinions, and by doing so, you will be all 
working together for a common object, and 
probably, induce them, without sacrificing 
the strength of their opinion upon other 
matters, and assert these opinions with 
greater forbearance and moderation. Gen- 

an opportunity is offered by 
societies like that which we are now about

produce goods suited to the wants of all 
classes, and thus the uses of muslins and 
calico as articles of clothing have become so 
general in nearly all parts of the world that 
steam power acting on spindle and loom, is 
taxed to the uttermost of its gigantic strength 
to meet the necessities of the millions of 
people of all nations of the climes who clothe 
themselves with the product of the cotton 
plant. We have alluded to the vast reduc
tion which has taken place in the cost of 
cotton wool since 1841, but from that date 
no such change has occured io the value of 
flax ; and hence the linen trade has lost all 
the advantages which inevitably have re
sulted from a gradually downward figure in 
the prices of raw material.

Within the last few days, we have had

17th, disabled. The Bohemian left Liver
pool on the 19th, and London derry on the 
20th, a____ *

An official despatch to Paris says Garibaldi team such
certainly declined the offer, but mainly on 
account of unsatisfactory health.

The London Post says the new phase of 
the American quarrel raised by Fremont's 
proclamation renders all hope of conciliation 
or compromise impossible.

A large business was done in cotton at 
Liverpool for export to America. The Ed
inburgh has a large quantity, and three sue- 
needing steamers also are fully engaged.

Victor Emmanuel opened the great Ital
ian Exhibition at Florence on the 15th, was 
enthusiastically received, and made a speech 
in favour of the unity of Italy, which was 
not yet complete.

The Austrian government declines to 
grant s new constitutional organization at 
Vienna, but extends the privileges of exist-

. ing central organizations.
. The Hong Kong correspondent of the 
Times questions the expediency of supersed
ing Flag Officer Stribling and recalling the 
American squadron from China, and says it 
remains to be seen whether the Chinese will 
respect their engagements with America, 
for sire idy unpleasant rumours are circular

to celebrate. Here is the common platform 
upon which men of all creeds and parties 
may, for a moment, east aside all their par
ticular difference, and work harmoniously 
end cordially together for the promotion of 
the most ancient, as I believe the most im 
portent, interest of society, and for the ad- 
vancement of their country and the prosper- 
ity of its population. To those societies 
may be applied most justly the beautiful 
words of thst historian and poet, whose 
loss we here lately had reason to deplore— 
Here none are for a party, here all are for the State? 
Here the rich man helps the poor, and the poor man 

helps the grest."

HOW A MAN FEELS UNDER FIRE. 
(From the Philadelphia North American.) 

How a man feels when in battle is a ques
tion that our volunteers have doubtless fre
quently asked themselves. We yesterday 
stumbled upon a volunteer on furlough, who 
first smelt powder at Bull’s Run. During 
an hour’s chat with him he gave us a very 
good general idea of the way in which a 
man feels when under so enemy's gun. 
Our friend don’t claim to be courageous. 
He placed due value upon the integrity of 
the American eagle, but enlists mainly be
cause be had no other employment et the 
time. He did camp duty faithfully, and 
endured the hardships of long marches 
without any special grumbling. That 
be dreaded to confront the enemy he freely 
admits. While willing at any time to kick 
s bigger man than himself under justifiable 
provocation, be disliked the idea of the 
sudden sensation imparted by a bayonet 
thrust in the abdomen, while only second to 
this was his horror of being cut down with 
a rifle ball like an unsuspeting squirrel.

When his regiment was drawn up in line 
he admits bis teeth chattered and bis knee 
pans rattled like a pot-closet in a hurricane. 
Many of his comrades were similarly affected, 
and some of them would have lain down 
bad they dared to do so. When the first 
volley had been interchnaged, our friend in
forms us, every trace of these feelings pass- 
ed away from him. A reaction took place 
end be become almost sevage from excite- 
ment. Balls whistled all about him and a 
cannon shot cut in halves a companion at 
hi. side. Another was struck by some ex- 
plosive that splattered the brains over the 
clothes of our informant, but so far from in- 
timidation, ail these things nerved up his 
resolution. The hitherto quaking civilian 
in half an hour became a veteran. His re 
cord shows that be bayonetted two of his re
bel enemies and discharged eight rounds of 
his piece with as decisive an aim as 
though be had selected a turkey for his 
mark. Could the entire line of an army 
come at the same time into collision, be says 
there would be no running except after 
hopeless defeat.

THE MIND AS A DOCTOR—AN 
ANECDOTE.

Dr. Thomson concludes an editorial in a 
late Advocate and Journal thus : " Faith and 
hope work wonders upon the body. An 
unmedicated particle of auger will frequently 
answer as well as a medicated piece, if the pat 
ient does not know the difference, and in most 
cases of disease the medicins mentis does 
more than the materia medica. ..

The celebrated Sydenham tells a good 
story which illustrates the modus operands 
of watering places. He had » troublesome 
and obstinate ease of dyspepsia, brought OD 
by idleness and intemperance; he told his 
noble patient that he could not do more for 
him, and that Dr. Robinson, of Invernes, 
was the only man that could euse him. Off 
the patient posted with letters of introduc
tion and a detailed statement of his ease 
from his metropolitan physician. On arriving 
nt Inverness, he could not learn that there 
was any Dr. Robinson there or ever bad 
been since the creation of the world. Back 
he travels, burning with indignation, medi- 
tating plans and hostilities againstSydenhsm. On his arrival he rushed into the Doctor’s 
presence, vowing vengence. ‘ Well,’ replies 
Sydenham, “are you better ?‘ ‘Yes, quite 
well, but no thanks to you.’ ‘But thanks 
to Dr. Robinson,’ answered Sydenham; I 
sent you on a journey with an interesting ob- 
jeet in view both ways, contemplating a 
cure going out, and thrashing me coming 
is.’ »

out its object. Some trouble will be saved 
to the British Legation, which has had its 
full share of annoyance and correspondence 
in reference to British vessels seised after 
they have left porta supposed to be blockad
ed, not to speak of the greet increase of work 
connected with the new passport system,

conversation with the highly-intelligentsome
the accredited agent of journals or foreign governments; but we 

discover now no occasion to stir up animosi
ties with our good neighbors by insolent 
bragging and menaces, and we are sure that 
no citizen with a spark of either prudence 
or principle would court such a misfortune.

gentleman who,
of the Canadian Government, has been tent 
over to this country for the purpose of 
ascertaining the probabilities of success in 
an extended system of flax culture in Upper 
Canada. From all we have been enable to 
ascertain on the subject, there seems to be 
no doubt that, by due energy on the part of 
the Canadians, coupled with a fair prospect 
of remunerative prices here, the lands of 
the colony would soon produce very large ad
ditions to our present supplies of flax. It 
is well known to those acquainted with the 
agricultural affairs of Canada, and many of 
the farmers there for years past have been

tive state, than he can perform in a month 
when the brain is tired and exhausted.

Among the Parliamentary papers recently 
two small volumes-... , ,___ ■■ .... and the sufferings of British subjects whoisunadin England see trscoll.cols bv Gen. McClellan is not yet 36; Gen. Fre- are seeking to get home, or to any plaoo out Mr. Ednt Chadwick during the recented- mont under 48: Gen. Lyon was about 44; of the States, which no longer afford them ucation inquiry. Mr. Chadwick shows in Gen. Butler is 43; Gen. Banks is 44, and either a home or employment.

csssanot that the present practice of long Gen. McDowell is about 40. I presume it is known in England that
these papers that the present pracoo ~ _______ _____ the United States Government have aban-
boars of teaching is a wide cause of enerva
tion and predisposition to disease, and indu
ces also habite of listlessness and dawdling. 
The half-time system is found to give nearly 
if not quite, as good education as the whole 
time ; and common sense tells ns that a boy

doned their project of collecting duties out
side the ports of the South by armed ves- 
sels, owing, I believe, to the representations 
of Lord Lyons, aided by the manifest in
convenience and illegality of the intended 
process.

Although the position of the forces is such 
that an encounter may take place on the 
other aide of the Potomac at any moment, 
General McClellan has no desire to precipi
tate an engagement, nor will he make an 
offensive movement till he has got his soldi- 
ers in hand, and formed the fine materials 
at his disposal into an army. The move
ment made by the Confederates may be in
tended either to amuse their men or to re
connoitre the whole of the works from Alex
andria to the Chain Bridge, above Wash- 
ington. They are not more than two miles 
and a half from Alexandria, and are at the 
same distance from Washington, but it is 
not possible to ascertain their force without 
the risk of bringing on an engagement, 
which, if they prove very strong, might be 
unadvisable ; if they were found to be weak, 
the reconnoissance would certainly prove - 
that they were busy in some other quarter. 
The country is very difficult, cut up with 
water courses and covered with undulating 
woods, which are fast yielding, however, to 
the vigorous efforts of the Federal axemen, 
who, in reliefs of 500 strong, are clearing 
the ground in front of their works, leaving 
before them vast abattis of great trees and 
branches interlaced together, and almost im
passable for infantry. Now and then a long 
range shot or shell is sent from either side 
at the pickets or sentries (the American 
writers, by the way, perversely use the word 
picket as meaning a single soldier or sentry), 
and there has been a little more of the sen
try taking and shooting which is so useless 
and sanguinary, and is yet indicative of the 
animus of the Southerners towards “the
Yankees.”

Gen. McClellan has refused passes to the 
newspaper correspondents, and the papers in 
New York will, consequently, be full of idle 
stories and erroneous statements of encoun- 
ters and batties, and offspring of the street 
gossip in the capital. People are so excited 
here that a party of "citizens" were observ 
ed listening with great eagerness yesterday 
to the sound of a cannonade, which eventu 
ally proved to come from the heels of a horse 
against the planks of an adjoining stable.— 
The correspondents in question, being much 
irritated by the refusal, have resolved that 
they are hereby absolved from their promise 
to keep back intelligence of any movement 
useful to the enemy. The new policy is * 
reversal of that of General McDowell, who 
allowed them to accompany him in the field, 
and jokingly proposed that they should 
wear a uniform of white as a sign of their 
purity. Justice compels me 10 say that the 
correspondents of the various papers whom 1 
have met at Washington are gentlemen of 
honor and ability, who would not violate any 
confidence or break any engagement with the 
authorities. But in their new policy the 
correspondents are menaced with very seri- 
ous difficulties as the following order will
demonstrate:

“War Department, Adj’t-General’s Office, 
“Washington, Aug. 26, 1861.

“By the 57th Article of the Act of Con- 
gress, entitled An Act for establishing Rules 
and articles for the Government of the 
Armies of the United States, approved 
April 10, 1806, "holding correspondence 
with or giving intelligence to the enemy, 
either directly or indirectly,’ is made pun- 
ishable by death, or such other punishment • 
as shall be ordered by the sentence of a 
court martial. Public safety requires strict 
enforcement of this. Communication, ver- 
bally or by writing, printing, or telegraphing 
respecting operations of the army, or mili- 
tary movements on land or water, or res- 
pecting the troops, camps, arsenals, intrench- 
ments, or military affairs, within the several 
military districts, by which intelligence

ing. DR RUSSELL’S LETTERS ON THE 
CIVIL WAR IN AMERICA.

‘ Washington, Aug. 29.
In the first place, let me express the belief 

that the unanimity of the North is this war 
is likely to be disturbed by the introduc
tion of an element the strength of which, 
however, can scarcely be understood by 
those who depend on the journals for infor- 
mation, because the organs which were its 
exponents have either been destroyed by 
mobs, are in dread of suspension, or are de
fended by police and men armed with revol- 
vers. There are, however, millions of ear
nest, sincere, and honest men, willing to 
peril their fortunes and their lives in the de
fence of the Republic, and in the assertion 
of the Union, the whole Union, and nothing 
but the Union. Capital sighs for peace- 
trade and commerce languish for it. But 
capital knows that what she has expended 
will never be regained by submission, and 
trade and commerce fed that a peace on the 
present status of affairs would probably de- 
prive them of their home markets. The 
madness of politicians, and self-seeking of 
parties, have led to an awful calamity, the 
end of which no one can foresee or predict. 
Peace is no longer a panacea for the evils 
which afflict the United States, and war 
has produced some of its usual results in 
the necessity which has arisen for the beaten 
party to regain their prestige. Of all the 
parties in the United States, that which de- sires peace, quoad peace, is at present the 
most hopeless; because peace could only now 
be obtained by the submission and cession 
of everything for which the North is fight
ing and by the loss to the North of all, or 
nearly all, its advantages. But still it works 
on and the end would justify the means in- 
deed if an absolute peace couli be the fruit 
of its labors. There is no chance for such a 
settlement, so far as I can see. There are 
in the North itself the materials of trouble in 
the anger of the great parties, which accuse 
each other of the offences that brought on 
the greater war ; and on the whole there is, 
in my judgment, greater probability of a 
peaceful adjustment offered by the actual 
success of the North, so that she could re
construct the Union, or allow the South to 
go out as a dependent republic, than by any 
other form which the contest can assume. 
It is impossible for the North to retire from 
the contest in a moral Bull Run.

The South may resist long and will cer
tainly do so with energy; but there are new 
and formidable combinations. Her trouble 
will come by water. The first of the opera
tions which she will have to submit to is 
already in course of execution. The expe
dition which sailed from Fortress Monroe, 
under the command of the senior officer of 
the United States’ squadron on the West 
India station, as to the object of which noth- ing is known to the public, is detailed for 
the destruction and closing of the extraor- 
dinary series of passages and inland waters 
in North Carolina, extending from Old Car- 
rituck Inlet down to Cape Lookout. With- in a narrow belt of reefs and sandbanks lie 
Pamlico Sound, Albemario Sound, inland 
seas running into innumerable creeks, and 
Reiving a system of rivers by which com- connioation is opened to railroads and towns 
for in the interior of the country. Here 
lurk the privateers which sally out through 
the openings of the outer bank and prey 
„to the passing trader; and here the coast- 
ing vemels have been plying up and down 
with sucurity. 15® small vessels laden with stolen, convoyed by the United States’ ships 
of war, are on their way to block up the few 
passages by which there vessels can enter, 
and the men-of war have also received orders 
to destroy the forts and defences which the 
rebels have occupied along the coast. A 
similar process will be applied to other 
points of the coast further south, with what 
success it is not yet possible to predicate.- 
The external line of reefs and sandbanks is 
one of the most curious instances of recent

GREAT BRITAIN.
The Great Eastern arrived at Queen- 1 

stown on the 17th. She experienced a tor-, 
rific gale after being two days out,{about 280i 
miles west of Cape Clear. Both paddlesi 
were completely carried away, and the top 
of her rudder post, a bar of iron, ten inches 
io diameter, was wrenched off. She was 
unable to answer the helm, but lay like a 
log io the trough sea, rolling frightfully for 
three days, her bulwarks almost touching 
water, her furniture and luggage destroyed, 
and some passengers injured. It was ex- 
pected every moment the ship would go 
down. Her temporary steering gear was 
finally fitted, and the ship steamed back with 
her screw at nine knots an hour.

Bussell in the latest letter to the Times 
eulogises the army of the Potomac, and 
says it will soon justify expectations. He 
treats the Hatteras affairs as important, but 
the Times editorially does not build much 
upon it, but regards the expedition down 
the Mississippi as far more important, and 
its success far less certain. The South has 
demonstrated her ability, t) resist subjection 
if not to enforce her will, and it is to be 
lamented so plain a fact should not have 
suggested suspension of the profitless strife.

Further details of the Great Eastern in- 
dilute that the calamity entirely arose from 
the breaking of her rudder. The scene on 
the vessel was ar full in the extreme — 
Everything brew on board was broken. 
The ship rolled olently that her boats 
although placed 30 or 40 feet above water, 
were washed away. Twenty five persons 
sustained fractures from concussions ; and 
cuts and bruises were innumerable. Hardly 
a vestize of the peddle wheels remained.- 
After three days of intense anxiety a tem- 
porary steering gear was constructed, and 
the ship procceded towards Queenstown.

At a meeting of the passengers, Captain 
Walker’s exertions were warmly eulogised, 
but severe commenta were passed upon the 

_ condition of the ship, strength of paddles, 
end the way in which she was ballasted.

As soon as the redder was sufficiently 
repaired the ship would proceed to Liver- 
pool,.

The St. Leger race was won by Calleroue 
beating Kettledrum by a head only. Kil- 
donan was third, about ten lengths from 
Kettledrum. At the star Kettledrum was 
backed almost at evens against the field, 
which consisted of 18 horses, while 100 to 
1 was offered against the winner.

A letter in the Times says that East 
India cotton is regarded with increasing 
favour. It is discovered that while Surat 
cotton makes beautiful cloth it also takes 
the dye much better than American,

The Times, in some speculations on the 
cotton question, adduces, evidence to show 
that so far from American cotton being the 
arbiter of England’s destiny, her emaneips- 
tion from all need of it is perhaps simply • 
question of eight or nine millions sterling.

FRANCE.—It is settled that the King of 
Prussia is to visit the Emperor. The inter- 
view will take place at Compeigne about 
the beginning of October,

ITALY,—Notwithstanding the announce- 
ment that Garibaldi refused the offer of a 
command in the Federal army, the latest 
Italian journals express considerable under- 
tainty as to his decision, and the Armonia of Turin states that Garibaldi and several 
of his old companions in arms, would setu- 
ally proceed to Ameries. In that case it 
asks what is to become of Italy.

The total amount of the Peter pence paid 
into the Papal treasury to the present time 
is stated to exceed two and a hialf millions 

PRuIe—The Prince of Wales was 

meeting with an enthusiastic reception in 
Prussia, ... i - A

RUSSIA.— The Russian squadron Of OD- 
nervation on the coast of Syria, has been re- 
- 

stantine was going to Vienna is unfounded.

wheat on the same lands, until,growing
the ease with the potatoas was once

field in the South and West of Ireland, the 
soil has been seriously deteriorated in its 
productive powers. The change therefore, 
from incessant cropping with one description 
of grain to the rotory system caused by the 
introduction of flax-growing, would benefit 
the soil hardly lees than it would advantage 
the cultivator.

It has been said that labor is still too high 
in Canada to admit of any remarkable suc- 
cess in the growth of an article that requires 
so much attention during all its stages of
culture; but those who argue thus forgot 
that the Canadian colonist is the monarch of |ber 
the soil on which he has located himself.
The land is his owe property, purchased
direct from the Crown: he does not owe 
fealty to any landlord. Where be stands, 
within the limite of his farm, he is its chief; 
and the extent of local taxation does not ex
ceed a fractional per-centage on the value 
of his land. Then as to the nominal price 
of labor, we grant it is far above the value 
of this country. As a set-off, however, it 
may be stated that an able bodied man will 
do ms much work there in the course of a 
day as is usually performed here in a day and 
a half. Agricultural energy is pushed on 
with great spirit; in fact the farmer and his 
operatives seem to work with the steam of 
a high pressure.

If, then, the Canadian flax grower has 
so many things in his favor—if he has lands 
which contains all the elements • • peculiarly 
required for the food of the plant—we do 
not see why be should not be able to produce 
a quality of fibre which would fully remuner- 
ate him for his outlay and enterprize. What 
with the recent improvements in the ma 
ehinery for spinning linen yarn, and the re
markable success that had attended the 
adaptation of steam to the linen loom, there 
seems to be no limit to the quantity of flax 
that could be marked up in the United King
dom, were that flax produced in such ampli- 
tude and at such prices as would give full 
play to the taste for the wear of linen as an 
article of clothing. For some years past, 
the supplies of flax have actually been fall- 
ing off in this country. In 1853, there 
were 1,882,400 ewt. of foreign flax imported 
and 867,000 cwts. growing in Ireland.- 
Last year, the imports only amounted to 1,- 
464,300 ewts., and the produce of Irish lands 
did not exceed 650,000 ewts. While this 
decline was going on in the supplies of flax, 
those of cotton rose from 8.500,000 ewts. to 
12,419,000 ewts,

The Indian Flax Society has gone to work

mostly independent and 
Japan, with a population 

of 20,000,000, and Madagascar containing 
about 5.000,000. The Sandwich and Soci
ety islands are limited monarchies
other islands in the Southernin right earnest, and, we doubt not, will be 

able to produce large accessions * *-43-
supplies; but, granting all (2- 
still be a wide field for a
field might well be located in Canada.- 
Were the farmers of that colony to raise 
annually three hundred thousand acres of 
flax Severy single stoneweight of the produce 
could be worked up by Irish spindles alone. 
We would request the special attention of 
spinners, manufacturers and bleachers, to 
this subject. It is a vital one now, more 
than ever it was before. With the ports of 
France owning to us, Belgium will also take 
largely of our yarns and linens.

The Hanse Town, with their half million 
of people, took last year ten million yards of 
linen cloth : and Holland, with its popula-

» existing 
there willjall this, 

operations; and thst

CANADA AS A FIELD OF FLAX 
CULTURE.

From the Belfast Northern Whig. Aug 23.The never-ceasing energy of the Lanes- 
shire cotton spinners has, been the wonder 
of all nations at all to comprehend the gigan- 
tie efforts they have made year after year. 
for the large supply of raw material. In 
their case neither time nor money has been 
spared for the accomplishment of the great 
object in view, and the result has been to 
bring into play an anually increasing 
amount of cotton wool equal to the almost 
illimitable wants of the spindles. Last year there were imported into the. United King- 
dom 11,419,000 ental of raw cotton, 
against 0,150,000 ewts imported in 1840.
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his early condition. ... ___ .
It did not happen to me to be born in a 

log cabin, but my elder brother and sisters 
were born in a log cabin, raised among the 
snow drifts of New Hampshire as a period 
so early that when the smoke first rose from its rude chimney, and curled over the frozen 
hill, there was no evidence of a white man’s

enable our capitalists to 
of the favorable openings

of cheap materi- 
five days’ run of

there most be a full supply 
al. Canada is now within
the Irish coast; facility of transport is, con- 
sequently on the side of the enterprise ; and 
if the flax spinners and merchants of Belfast 
and other seats of the manufacture join with-
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