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Conditions In the republic of Mexi
©o continue to give force to a re
mark made by ex-President Roose
velt in his contribution to the Inde-
pendent this week. In defining his
plan of a “world league for the peace

“We are fighting for a worthy purpose, and we shall not lay down our

arms until that purpose has been fully

TO THE PEOPLE OF THE EMPIRE—Every fighting unit we can
Lnnd to the front means one step nearer peace.

achieved.”’~-H. M. The King.

SIX MONTHS OF WAR.

Entering today upon the seventh
month of the great war, Germany
finds herself as far as ever from her
dream of world domination, Before the
military authorities at Berlin, six
months ago, sent armed men into Bel-
gium, in direct defiance of the Ger-
man signed agreement guaranteeing
that the Belgians should be continued
as a neutral people in the event of a
BEuropean conflict, the boast was care-
lessly and lightly made that if Britain,
France and Russia joined in alliance
apainst Germany and Austria-Hungary,
end carried their resistance to the
point of warfare, the issue would never
pe in doubt, France could be whip-
ped in six weeks, Russia in six months,
while one year would be ample time
in which to bring about the downfall
of the British Empire and
from the path the last obstacle to the
complete triumph of the Teutonic na-
tions.

It was in this spirit and in this be-
lief, proud and boastful, that Germany,
a scarce half year ago, sent her armies
forth to conguer. In the mind of Ber-
lin there could be no result save cer-
tain victory. The power and resource
of the British Empire was set at
naught; the certainty that a blow at
Mother England would be instantly re-

remove

sented by every man living under the
Jritish flag ignored; the tradi-
tion that Britain and the British would
fight, not ten, but
80 long as a British subject remained,
was forgotten; the German official
mind retained only the egotistical be-
lief that Germany as unbeatable and
that while the st gle might be pro-
longed even to the twelve months limit
there could be but one end to it and
that end the desired one,

In six months the German people
have had a mighty awakening. They
found that the people of Belgium would
not sit supinely by and allow armed
enemies to pass through their country
at will and pleasure, taking what they
chose, rejecting what did not please
them, and comporting themselves with
the contemptuous arrogance charac
teristic of the German soldier. They
learned that the years elapsing since

was

one year, nor

the Franco-Prussian war had wrought
a wonderful change in the French re-
public, that, instead of a war depart-
ment graft-ridden, inert and incapable,
the military authorities of France had
become alert and purposeful, and had
learned the value of complete equip-
ment and thorough organization. The
Russia which Germany had held so
lightly as to regard it as the least of
the enemies to be disposed of, mani-
fested such wonderful energy, re-
source and capacity, that scarcely
were the Germans across the French
border on the way to Paris before an
immense Russian army was working
up to the point where it eventually
became a real menace at the German
Lack door. And lastly, but of most im-
portance, the Prussian militarists who
had fondly hugged the delusion that
Germany could whip the world, awak-
ened to grimly realize that the British
Empire, though pacific and slow to
anger, was a mighty force when arous-
ed.

The German advance on Paris was
commenced in supreme confidence but
ended in complete disillusionment and
when the history of the war is writ-
ten from the German standpoint, if a
truthful history is ever so written, we
believe it will be found that the first
awakening synchronized with the mas-
terly retreat of the “contemptible lit-
tle” British army from Mons to the
Marne, when 140,000 British soldiers,
fighting rear guard actions through
‘days of blood and nights of fire, held
back the serried weight of the finest
fighting men in the German Empire
and permitted sorely needed reinforce-
ments to give to the Allied lines the
strength required before the retreat
could give place to the advance, and
the work of driving the Germans back
across the border could commence in
earnest. ¢

Half a year of war finds the German
armies sorely depleted and torn, the
men mutinous and dismayed, the Aus-
trian forces, on which Germany de
_pended to hold the Russians in check
~ until France had been beaten to her
5 8, already approaching the condi-

hordes of the Sultan defeated at

‘where peace would be welcome,
‘every point, and the “Holy War” a

have formed the opinion that the Ger
man cause is a hopeless one and con-
sequently Berlin securities are not in
demand.

It was said at the outset of the pre-
sent war that money would play as
large a part as men in the final turn-
ing of the scales. If that should prove
true, and history teaches that other
wars have been decided as much by
the silver, as the leaden bullet, then
the power of the Teuton is already on
the wane, Great Britain has more
gold in her strong boxes than at any
time during the past ten years. France,
with British backing, has been able
to secure all the cash needed to pro-
secute the war to a successful ending.
Russia has found American money
markets in a receptive mood, and has
succeeded in placing a good loan at
interest rates regarded, under the cir
cumstances, ag remarkably low. Rou-
mania, which is about to enter the
conflict on the side of the Allies, has
obtained financial backing in London,
while Italy, hovering just outside the
war line, is also in no need of money.
In fact Germany and Austria alone
are reported as approaching the point
where the pinch will be felt.

The facts being as they are it can
be seen that the outlook for Germany
and Austria is decidedly ominous.
None of the German predictions have
been fulfilled, the Kaiser's armies have
not made the progress expected of
them, the Kaiser's navy has not suc-
ceeded in bringing “The Day” to a
successful conclusion, German com-
merce has been practically driven
from the seas while that of Great Bri-
tain has suffered but little interrup-
tion. Today the Germans are fighting
on the defensive and when the winter
months have passed and the Allied
armies prepare for their spring cam-
paign, when as Lord Kitchener says,
Britain will “really begin to fight,’” the
situation for Germany must
decidedly worse.
lief of competent

become
Already it is the be-

military observers
that the war is more than half over,
and that the next few months will see
the completion of what has already
commenced—the relegation of (‘.m;~
many and her associates to a position
where they will never again disrupt
the peace or progress of the world,

————
Apparently a German submarine
has manageds to escape the cordon of
British warships
rendezvous

watching
and has
Gamage on British

the Kiel
inflicted some
steamers plying
to west coast of England ports. Al
though reports have 'been received
that several vessels have been sent
to the bottom there does not seem
sufficient cause for alarm to shipping
from Canada. Probably British war
vessels, before this, have been sent
in search of the marauder, and her
career is likely to come to a sudden
but interesting finish.
After the Germans conducted their
“baby-killing” raid on Hartlepool on
the English coast, the Berlin Tage-
blatt roared ferociously in the follow-
ing vein, “What we want is to get the
British fleet in the open against us.
That was our object in the bombard-
ment, and so long as the fleet con-
tinues in its cowardly way to skulk
in its hiding place we will hope that
many more English towns are shelied
by German cruisers.”
now has a chance to “blat” in a differ-
ent tone, taking as its text the sink-
ing of the German cruiser Bluecher.
The Germans encountered the
ardly” British

and run for home at top speed. The-
British vessels succeeded in sinking
at least one of the German ships, but
first had to catch them.

A sane and logical view of the
relations which should exist between
the United States and Great Britain
on the question of contraband is pre-
gented by the

States, and the United States

The Tageblatt

“cow-
fleet and the first ac-
tion of their war vessels was to turn

of right " which comprehends
the establishment of an international
court. Mr. Roosevelt says that China
in its present state “might perfecily
well go into the second line of Pow-
ers which were entitled to the benefit
of the court, although not entitled to
the benefit of the court, although not
entitled to send judges to it,” but that
“Mexico” would of course not be en-
titled to admission at present to eith-
er circle.”

The council of the contracting pow-
ers, he says later on, “should have
power to exclude any nation which
comp.etely fell from civilization, as
Mexico . . . . has fallen in the past few
years”. Without dwelling further up-
on Mr. Roosevelt's plan to establish
righteous peace throughout the civiliz-
ed world, we must admit that his judg-
ment on the unworthiness of Mexico
to fil a place in any council of civ-
ilized nations is that of all right-think-
ing men in all countries, including
many Mexicans.

The Advance Under Diaz.

The judgment is not the less deplor-
able and disheartening. Mexico is one
of the richest countries in the world
in its natural advantages, and its peo-
ple, in the long period of factitious
peace maintained by Diaz, developed
no little industrial capacity. Many
of the larger citles were centres of
thriving trade. Educational advant-
ages were provided for the poor and
the nation was by no means wholy
deficient in either art or literature.
A comparatively small but influential
middle class was developed, who might
always, it seems, hold the balance of
political power. Yet when intelligent
citizens lent their sanction to the
movement of Madero to substitute for
the wornout system of Diaz, which
had fostered any abuses, a nearer ap-
proach to a true constitutional Gov-
ernment of the people by the people, a
period of disaster set in and the af-
fairs of the nation have gone from bad
to worse with no prospect of early
relief.

Population Not Destructive.

There are many elements in the
large population of Mexico, but not
many that are habitually. destructive.
The Indians, generally speaking are
tractable, easily led, gratefu. for a
few comforts, and willing to work a
little for their living. The people of
pure Spanish blood are not mischief
makers, all idea of Spanish domina-
tion was banished from their minds
many years ago, and while they are
devoted to their Church they have
ladapted themselves to the restric-
tions.placed upon it by the State with
commendable sagacity. The people
of mixed blood are not all bloodthinsty
and discontented either. Many have
been prosperous in the trades and pro-
fessions and have lost much in the
four years of disturbance, The revolu-
tionists and mischief makers are clear-
ly in a minority, yet they stil are po-
tent to destroy, though they have not
|shown in a single instanmce the civic
|intelligence and constructive sense
’\\'Hhux( which a State cannot be re-
| constituted. Carranza, Villa, Angeles,
Zapata, Gutierrez, all the names now
written prominentl in current Mex-
|ican history stand chiefly for destruc-
|tion and defiance of law. These men
are not equally lawless, of course;
Carranza means well, but is hopeless-
ly incompetent; Gutierrez, wholly un-
fit for his executive burden, has tried
to discover his duty and perform it;
Angeles is a skilled soldier who bas
allied himself with the wrost influ-
ences in the revolution; Villa and Zap-
ata have a “record” of ungovernable
passion and are ignorant of statesman-
ship. z

The Saving Remnant.

That Mexico in its present condition
could not be admitted to any counci.
of nations, that it is fit only to be
clasked, lower than Turkey, with a few
of the scarcely civilized countries in
the remoter parts of the earth, is
therefore a judgment in which all
must agree. Yet there must be a mii-
lion or more inte:ligent and aspiring
people in the tortured republic who
desire peace, who thrive only by the
practice of the arts of peace, who have
no faith in any one of the conspicuous
leaders in the seemingly popular move-
ment toward general anarchy, who be-
lieve in the efficacy of honest courta
and the principles of free governmendt,
and a milion who might as citizens,
compel the restoration of law and
order. The marvel about Mexico,
therefore, is that the large number of
really enlightened citizens of a na-
tion which might be among the most
prosperous and influential in the
world shouid submit to more thau
four years of disorder and lawless-

me, 1 sed.
Wats you reeding, sed Sue.

round, and I sed,

eet, Im starvin

wat kind of a
Yes, deer,

you

chasing me awl
For the luv

is that rashinil and logical.

doves eeting corn,
Wich we did.

%: in Mm mu.
my °‘i‘.’ ul:u akkount ¥t me beelng &

Wat do you care wat Im reeding, get up awf
Lets play house, sed Sue, you be the farthir
I wunt to reed, I sed, and Sue sed, You no
about what she wood do if you dident play with me.
©, awl rite 11l be the husbind, bring
et up awf of my back and bring me sumthing to

are -
sed Sue. And she went ovir to the sofer and brawt ovir
a cushion, saying Heer, deer, heer is a nice stake for you. And I took
it and pretended to try to make a bite out of it, saying, Do you call this
stake, this 18 lethir, thats wat this is, get out of m
wife. And I throo the cushion at her and ju
chase her erround the room and Sue yelled like enything and nocked
ovir a chare, and I nocked ovir aputhir wun, and pop caim hoam with-
out me heering him and caim up and stuck his hed in the doar, saying,
Heer, heer, wat do you 2 think yure doing.

Weer playing weer married, I sed.

He throo the stake at me bekause he sed it was tuft and now hes
vir the house, sed Sue.
Peet, sed pop, Id like to no ware he got that impres-
sion of married life. Benny, you shood be rashinil and logical in yure
pastimes, did you evvir see me chase yure mothir erround the house,

No sir, but the part about saying the stake taists like lethir is, I sed.
You better play sum uthir gaim awltogether, sed pop, heer, heers 2
sents, thats a sent apeece, you can ask eny mathematishin, now go out
and buy yureselves sum gum drops and play yure a cuppil of tertil

-

house, you mizribil
up and started to

.

Berlin, Jan. 30.—By wireless to Lon-
don.—German trbops captured 745
French soldiers and 12 machine guns
in the western part of the Argonne for-
est yesterday according to the official
announcement made by the German
war office today.

The text of the communication fol-
lows:

‘The French losses in the fighting to
the north of Nieuport, January 29, were
heavy, Over 300 Moroccans and Al
gerians were found dead in the sand
dunes, German artillery yesterday
hampered the enemy in his efforts to
make his way by sapping operations in
the direction of the sandhill, which is
to the east of Lighthouse. To the
south of La Bassee canal last night
tho Germans captured from the Fx‘en_t-h
at this point two more trenches which
are connected with the positions oc-
cupled by us January 26. !In this op-
eration we made sixty prisoners,

“In the western part of the Argonne
forest a German attack delivered yes-
terday resulted in a considerable ad-
vance. Twelve officers and 733 sol-
diers were taken prisoners. We also
captured 12 machine guns and ten
smaller guns., The losses of the ene-
my were heavy, from 400 to 500 dead
having been left on theifield of battle.
The French infantry regiment No, 155,
seems to have been annihilated. The
German losses were compartively
small.

“French night attacks to the south-
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The Best Quality at a Reasonabls
Price,

Be Indepeadent—
Own a Good Watch

You can't be independent un-
less you carry a good watch.
Without it you'll frequently de-
pend on other people or incon-
venient clocks.

This independence of people
and place is worth many times
the cost of a good watch—and
the prestige carrying such a
time-piece gives you must also
be added to the profit of a
good watch produces for you.

Waltham, Howard, Hamlilton
and Decimal Watches are prof-
it-producing time-pieces for
every man and woman. They
represent the greatest possible
watch-value,

We've a splendid line of
each of these movements, in
solid gold and gold filled cases,
including the fashionable Thin
Models for men, also Bracelet
Watches for women and mili-
tary wrist watches.

Your watch meoney buys
more at Sharpe's,

CAPTURE OF 745 FRENCH IN ARGONNE
FOREST IS REPORTED BY THE GERMANS

e e e

east of Verdun were repulsed with
heavy losses to the enemy. To the
northeast of Badonviller the French
forces were driven from the village of
Angomont as far back as the village
of Dremenil, and Angomont was occu-
pied by our troops.

“In Bast Prussia a Russian attack
against the German force protecting a
bridge head to the east of Drakehmen
was without result. Some of our forti-
fications to the east of the lake dis-
trict were shelled by the enemy. A
Russian attack to the southeast of Lake
Lowensein broke down under the Ger
man fire, and a Russian night attack
near Borjimow, East of Lowisz, was
repulsed with very heavy losses to the
enemy,”

tion uired.
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Daily Mail's Venice
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ARMY READY TO POUR
INTO SERBIA.

London, Feb. 1.—According to the
correspondent

L L Sharpe & Son,

JEWELERS AND OPTICIANS,
21 King Street, §t. John, N. B.

More Snow
I
Get the logs out

We have a big stock of
Palmer’s Oil Tanned Shoe
Packs and Lumbermen’s
Rubbers to move,

We can save you money
on these goods.

Wholesale
and Retail

Mail Orders Solicited.

franas & Vaughan
19 King Street

E one of us is being
the battalions illness. Y
triumph, sometimes they are defeated. :
chills, influenza desperately endeavour to :
break down our resistance and pierce the ;
line of defence. ey ' :

Unless you are properly nourished, these ' |
enemies will find out your *“weak spot.”
“Therefore strengthen your whole defensive ¥
line with Bovril. It reinforces the line of
defence just at the place—just at the time—
that you need that reinforcement most.

It must be Bovril
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Of all Stores, 108 25 6] 9O 48
lovmc-dhl,*h:p. .Ll;: you. 40 ¢.;

MODERN
TIME PIECES

The accurate Time Keeping qualities of
“The Modern Watch” are to be found in the
Watch of Moderate and even Lew Price, as
Compared with those of our Grandfathers time.
Our large stock of Watches, are from “The
Best” only of the “Modern Watch Factories™
You shonld consult us about Watch accuracy.

Ferguson & Page,
el e ik
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McAVITY “WORLD?*

ACID-RESISTING

Bronze DigesterValves

" With Removable Seat and Disc, and Flanged Ci ) h
For Pulp and Paper Mills, Etc.

Send
for Prices
on all
Pulp Mill
Supplies

T. McAVITY & SONS, LTD.

ST. JOHN, N. B. and WINNIPEG, MAN.

Filing Systems and
Office Equipment

NOW is the time to change your
Files. We carry all styles of
Binding Cases, Vertical Filing
Systems and Card Indexes.
Boxes, Shannon and other kinds
of Files.

. Barnes & Co. Ltd.,
84 Prince Wm. Street.

D. K. McLAREN, LIMITED
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Take Advantage
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Mid-Winter

Canadian Gazette of
London, which says:—“England can-
not afford to quarrel with the United

teiegrams received there from Buch-
arest and Uskub say that an immense
Austro-German army is concentrated
at Tekia Schipka, on the Danube at

i

FIR
DOORS

afford to quarrel with England. Hence

the approaches of a settlement to the
always difficult contraband question,
for mowhere is the progress of the me.
gotiations watched with greater inter-
est and anxiety than in Canada. The
conclusion written on the face of Sir
Edward Grey’s rep.y to the Washing-
ton) mote is that the United States

the satisfaction with which we note|pour

an
force, the despatches
from moving by the floods.

the junction of the Hungarian, Rou-

d S trontiers, The
add, is ready to
into Serbia, but is prevemted
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Five cross-panels, These

doors have veneered pank
els and will not eplit. The

KIDNE
PILLS

“DODDS

) §

grain of the wood is more
beautiful than in the solid
wood panels,

MADE IN CANADA, from
& heavier wood ; than the
American doors; they take
& higher finish and -have -
less gum.

28x66x1 3.8 Doors, $1.90
26 x 6-6 x | 3-8 Doors, $1.90
Write for Our New Price .
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Clearance Sale

and supply yourself with good
quality shoes.

At Bargain Prices.
Here are a few of the many
wn:
Women’s Tan Calf Tie Pumps,
nearly all sizes, $3.50 value,
siss eeles os oo NOW $2.00

OUR BALATA BELTING

BEST ON THE MARKET
MADE ENDLESS8 TO ORDER IN TWO DAYs
: Complete Stock ef All Sizes ¥

64 Prince William St. ‘Phone Main 1121.. StJohnN.B

D. K. MCLAREN, LIMITED

YOU WiLL NEED ¥
: SOME NEW OFFICE STATIONERY SOON

“Go caretully over your present supply, making note of what formsiare
5

required, then ’'phone us and have your order quickly filled,
FLEWWELLING PRESS s,
ravers and Printera, 851, Prince William 8t

/Girl's  Kid * Strap Slippers,
“ " springheel, sizes 1 and 2, $1,35
value .. «, . .. NOW B5c.

Men's Patent Leather Blucher
Oxfords, pointed toe, sizes 7,
8, 8% only, $4.50 value .. ..
veseiee we ww os NOW-$1.25

Men's Patent Leather Blucher
Bate, sizes 7 and 7% only,
$4.50 value ... ., .. now $3.25

See our windows for Rub-
ber Bargains. Sale Goods cash.
No sale goods sent on approval.

Full Staff of Trained Teac‘hel*r

The Best Course of Instruction,

Individual Attention given each
Student, ;

Our Best Advt, the Success of
our graduates, :

Students’' can erfter. at any
time, e

Catalogues to any address.

Have = BUTTERNUT

_ BREAD for. a change.

. Youll find. it Clean,
Waolesonie,—"

Boy's Plain R
- Womens Plain
Girls Plain Ru
Childrens Plai
Childrens 2 B
Girls 2 Buckle
Womens 2 Bt
Women's Fine
Women's Fine
Mens Fine Jer:
Mens One Bu
Mens Two Bt
Mens Fine Jer
A lof of Mens

WATER

{3 ’
“HARDT’

A "Hardt" hee
every hot wat
Its use admits
t0°240 deg. on
Readily fitted
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