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WINTER BEGINS TODAY.

Hail, King Winter, hail! ;
Also snow, sleet, rain, - blizzards,
storms, gales, tempests, bitter cold,

and other assorted varleties of weath-
er, in addition to hail, may be expect-
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ed during the Winter which officially
begins today. It is true that many sec-
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tions of the North American contin-

THE COST OF LIVING.

That the, defeat of the Laurier gov-
ernment was, to a great extent, re-
sponsible for the increasing cost of
living and the “period of hard times”
which Canada has had to face, is the
fmpression obscurely conveyed in an
editorial in the Times of Saturday
evening. The Times is inclined to op-
pose the Government’s appointment of
& departmental commission to enquire
fnto the cost of living on the ground
that the board of enquiry will make
“such an investigation into the high
cost of living as it may be directed to
do.”

Before dealing with this insinuation
a little consideration must be given
to the record of both politcal parties
on this matter of the cost of living;
what action they have taken to give
relief to the people, and what their
present attitude is in regard to it. It
§s easy enough to say, as the Times
doubtless will that Sir Wilfrid
Laurier is not on trial and consequent-
1y his past attitude toward questions
of this sort will bear no relation to
his present advocacy of improving
conditions by reducing the tariff on
food stuffs. In considering Sir Wil-
frid's free food policy, however, one
{s first inclined to wonder if he is sin-
cere, and secondly, if he is justified
fn the course he has taken. g

For fifteen years Sir Wilfrid Laurier
headed the Government of Canada,
assuming office in 1896 and vacating
it in 1911. Reference to statistics will
ghow that the cost of living during
Conservative rule reached its lowest,
point shortly before 1895 and the first|
notable increase came in 1897, one
vear after the Liberal Government as-

say,

sumed power, From 1897 to 1911, with
the single exception of the year 1908,
the cost of living ing¢reased more than
forty per cent., a far larger proportion
than it has increased since, and yet
we do not find that Wilfrid
Laurier, or the Government of which
he was the leader, all con-
cerned about it. It was not until he|
was hurled from power that the coun ,
try glimpsed one symptom of his :nu”

Sir

was at

fnterest in the cause of the working
man the problems all working
men must meet. If Sir Wilfrid remain-
ed untroubled in his position as head |
of the Government of Canada from

1897 to 1911 during which time he saw |

the cost of living increase forty-two per ‘
cent., why now should he be so great- |
1y concerned regarding the m‘u\!urlioul

of increase which has come upon us|

and

In two years? )

Mr. R, H. Coats, B. A, F. S. 8, edi-|
tor of the Labor Gazette, and one of
of the commission which
has

the membe
will investigs i
just published a report on whole ulc‘

e the cost of living,

prices in Canada for the year 1912 inj
which statistics appear which throw
light on some of the remarkable state-
ments made by the Liberal leader. |
Official statisticians have traced the}
3 in articles of (lzlil)‘i
consumption in Canada from 1890 to}
1912 Taking the average price :xsi
100, we find that in 1890 the price|
was 110, and had fallen almost to 92
in 1896, the year Sir Wilfrid came iutn}

course of pric

power. From 1897 until 1911 it rose |
as follows: 1897, 92; 1898, 96: 1899
99; 1900, 108; 1901, 107; 1902, 16¢

1903, 111; 1904, 112; 1905, 114; 190

121; 1907, 126; 1908, 121; 1909, v
1910, 125; 1911, 134,

1t is thus seen that from 92, when
the Government came into
power in the wholesale prices
in Canada had risen to 134 in the year
Bir Wilfrid was defeated, or forty-two
per cent. Did Sir Wilfrid at any time
previous to his advocacy of the reci
procity pact take steps to give the
people a remedy for what, even then,
was becoming a burden? The Times,
as well as anyone, knows that he did
not. During his whole term of office
no proposition of the sort was ever
voiced by him.

Now we come to the
question and in this connection it
might be more convincing for the pa-
pers which now point to Sir Wilfrid's
policy as the panacea for the high
cost of living and intimate that we
wight have secured lower foodstuffs
if we had adopted the reciprocity
agreement, to read the speeches of
Liberal speakers delivered in that

_ campaign. It will be seen, that in ad-
dressing audiences of farmers and
producers the orators were careful to
point out that reciprocity would give
them higher prices for their produce,

. while the tune was changed for urban
gudiences who were told that the pact
would give them cheaper foodstuffs.
1f the Times can explain how Sir Wil-
. would get better prices for the
and Jower prices for the consum-

Liberal
1896,

indeed confer a service.

frid’s reciprocity campaign, is not in-

Sun says:

. men in the big cities than it is

as clearly ses the fallacy of the Laur-

Canadian
price of food in Canada with either
the American or the Canadian tariff,

it says:

| cities where they

{ mend

*| without party bias, Its reasonableness|gione led to the application by his
1.5 what makes it so objectiomable to| political enemies of the title “Sir
Wretched” Webster. He was Attor-

ok
reciprocity

of one and the same measure

‘ent have already been given some ex-

i cellent imitations of Winter, but those
clined to believe he has struck the| e but samples, and nothing com- hﬁ’nl:ﬂa (reading & newspaper
right note in his present effort. The| pared to what may be expected dur-| tjeg ™ ~“Japanese rn | Agnos-

ing the next few months.

This is the shortest day of the year,
in the matter of time, and alsc the
“shortest” financially for those who
have followed the advice frequently
set forth in these columns to do their
Christmas shopping early. Today will
be one minute shorter than yesterday,
and one minute briefer than tomorrow.
The Winter solstice, which marks
the beginning of Winter in the north-
ern hemisphere, is the Summer sols-
tice south of the equator, and Rio and
Buenos Ayres and Cape Town are
now basking in sunshine or hoisting
umbrellas as protection against Sum
mer showers. But for us in the north
ern part of the world—whoo-ee! —
what we have coming to us will be,
in the language of the street, “a
plenty,” according to both the scien-
tific weather sharps and the astrolog-

“In the untoward conditions in
Canada, despite the propitious tar-
iff law in the United States, Laur-
jer sees the opportunity of his
party, and mightily sounds the
slogan of revision downward. But
it so happens that the States are
also depressed, that production is
restricted, and there are more idle

pleasant to think of, while the
cost of living goes up instead of
down. Conservatives in Canada
have only to point to prices in
the United States under the low-
er tariff to refute Sir Wilfrid
Laurier.”

The New York Evening Post just

fer argument. After showing how ri-| ers. ; i ty, so I have to try and be nice, and
diculous it is for the leader of the Walter . Sampson, a New York|it's such a bore, Have you ever tried?”
astrologer, points out that “at the | —Punch,

opposition to connect the|yerpa] equinox, 1913, the planet Sat-
r‘rn. always held to be a malefic in-
fluence, was exactly setting at Dayton,
Ohio, and that his position in the fig-
ure for this ingress at Omaha was
Minter solstice, this planet will set
at the Bast, and that when interpret-
ed according to the rules laid down by
the ancients the figure is somewhat
threatening in regard to its promise

“Now he has added to his cate-
gory of reasons the existence of
combines. His revised charge is

that the taritf fosters such com- X

bines, which have presumably 18 L
sprung into existence since Au- for the Winter season in the eastern .
gust. The trnth of the matter is part of the continent.”” He considers

what those Japanese acrobats can
do!”—Buffale Express.

call for the rent Friday i
Rt y instead of

day.”

(‘andi‘d Hostess (on seeing her
Eephews fiancee for the first time)—
I never should have known youn

from your photograph.
me you were so pret

form a certain part in the initiation of
a candidate for admission to the lodge.
He read the lines very laboriously,
as well as incorrectly.

Mystery of Mysteries.
pounds & Remingwood all day,
Tw half the night,
.her little cheeks are red,
Her Dl‘“%ouu are bright..

% Athletic.

Mrs. Newrlch—“Isn’t it wonderful

—

Excelent Reason.

( Sydney Bulletin.)
Small Girl—"“Muvver says will you

Rent Collector—“Why Friday?”
Girl—* 'Cause we're leaving Thurs-

K
The Retort Courteous.

Reggie told

Reggie's flancee—"No, I'm not pret-

It Was Well Named.
A rather illitérate man had to per-

“What do you call that?” asked a
member of another.
“I call it ritual murder,” was the

eply.

sﬂ me what are the national flo

Teacher—“Now chiidren, can you

England?”
(‘hm——“ngul."
Teacher—"And France?”
Class—"Lilies.”
Teacher—“And Spain?”

(Silence for a minute—then small]
voice at back of the schoolroom)—

“Bullrushes, ma'am."—Life,

P

Men's Troubles.

(New York Tribune.

A crabbed old misogynist said to
Ethel Barrymore at a dinner in Bar

Harbor:

Bah! Why, there isn’t a woman alive
who wouldn’t rather be beautiful than

“Woman! Feminism!

intelligent.”

“That's because,” said Miss Barry-
more, calmly, “so many mean men are
stupid while so few are blind.”

Evidence.

“Where have you been, my dear?"
“Walking in the park, mother.”

“And with whom?"
“No one.”
“No one?”
“No one.”

“In that case,” continued the mother
relentlessly, “you will please be 8o
kind as to explain why you have re-
turned with a walking-stick instead of

an umbrella.”

)

Suffrage!

that it “presages a severe and stormy
Winter, much more so than for many
vears, with considerable attendant ill-
health and suffering, since the gen-
eral aspect of the heavens at this time
is disorderly and afflicted.” This pro-
phet of evil concludes: “We should,
according to the warnings of the old:
er astrologers, look for increase of
death rate, impaired public health, fin-
ancial difficulties, many losses and
failures, continued difficulties with for-
elen or neighboring powers, and a gen-
erally troubled and severe Winter.”

Scores of other prophets have in-
dulged in predictions that the Winter
of 1913-1914 will be exceptionally long
and severe. Those who base their
theories on the actions of wild beasts
and birds are especially firm in the
conviction that the Winter season will
be “a reg'lar old sockdolager.” Many
who have studied the ways of the
furrry and feathered creatures of the
wild declare that the animals and
birds have an instinctive foreknowl-
edge of the coming of a severe Winter,
and that the “signs” afforded by those
four-footed and winged prophets
point conclusively to exceptionally se-
weather during the months to

the Liberals’ prompt
dropping, as a campaign docu-
ment, of the British commis-
sion’s report on the cost of living
throughout the world—a petard
with which they may themselves
be hoist. A phenomenon so wide-
spread is not explained by the
simple formula of a local tariff.”

signified by

In consideration of the facts it can
be clearly seen, first, that Sir Wilfrid
showed no disposition to move to re-
duce the cost of living when he was
in power, and, secondly, that even if
sincere now he has not hit upon the
His whole at-
of

solution of the problem.
titude is nothing more than that
the opportunist who hopes to turn to
the benefit of his political party a
condition which, history teaches, has
come to all new countries at some
time or other in their dev elopment and
that will not be remedied until some-
thing is done to populate the farms
of the country. So long as the young
men leave the farms, where they are
producers of food, and flock to the
become consumers

vere
come,

THE HUMAN PROCESSION 1

of food, thus increasing the demand
at the expense of the supply, just so
long will Canada have to face the
problem of the high cost of living.

As far as the Government can do
anything, it has shown its willingness

LORD ALVERSTONE
SEVENTY-ONE TODAY

Sir Richard KEverard Webster, first
Baron Alverstone, who recently retir-
ed as Lord Chief Justice of England,
will his seventy-first milestone in life
today. The venerable jurist has been
granted an annuity of $20,000 for life.
In relinquishing the ermine to Sir Ru-

i . RS - 3 | fus Isaacs, Lord Alverstone establish-
physician first must study the sy mh"«-d a precedent as being the first Lord
toms and pronounce on the nature <\(l|~hh,f Justice in England’'s history to
the disease before he can prescribe resign the oflice
the curative. That is exactly the case Richard Everard Webster was born

o 3 4 et n Dec. 22, 1842, At Cambridge he
with the condition in Canada Before| cioq high in scholarship and as an
a remedy be prescribed there|athlete, and he could cover a mile in

to act. It has appointed a board of ex-
perts who will collect evidence as to
causes, and from this evidence sug-
cest a remedy. In case of sickness a

can

Men's Overshoes, . .
Rubber Boets, . .
Boys' Calf, Heavy Sole
Boys' Skatige Boots, .
Ladies™ Patik
Ladies’ F
Ladies’

Button

: a:I.FI.
Pamps,
Girls Calf ot Pateat Boots,
Girls" Skating Bools, .

must be knowledge as to the com- very near to record time. His rise in
plaint, and it is to secure this knowl- the profession of law was not rapid,

x 5 R | but it was thorough. He achieved
edge that the Government has decided prominence in one year, entering par-
to hold a departmental enquiry. De-

liament in 1885, and within the twelve-(
spite the ravings of the Liberal press, month becoming Attorney-General of
it is just such an idea as will com-

England, and a Knight Bachelor. He
; & was a thinker rather than an orator,
itself to all men of common|and his lack of eloquence, all the more

sense whose minds are broad enough | pronounced because as Attorney-Gen-

regard the Government's action eral he was frequently pitted against

| to men who had Kkissed the Blarney

| machine papers of the Times' class. ¥
ney-General from 1885 until 1900, ex-|

cept for a period of three years, and
in 1900 good fortune again visited up-
on him a triple honor. Early in that
yvear he was given the lucrative po-
sition of Master of the Rolls, and be-
fore the year was out he was made
Chief Justice, at a salary of $40,000 a
year, and was created a lord.
Lord Alverstone's ability as a jur-
ist has been criticised by political op-
ponents, and as zealously defended by
his friends, but his honesty, his sin-
cerity and his adherence to his high-
est conception of justice have never
been questioned.

FIRST THINGS

PHILADELPHIA JOURNALISM

The first newspaper published in
Philadelphia was the American Week-
ly Mercury, which issued its first num-
ber 194 years ago today, Dec. 22, 1719.
It was the third newspaper in the Am-
erican its two pred 8
having been published in Boston. The
publication was “printed and sold by
Andrew Bradford, at the Bible, in the
Second street,;and John Copson, in the
High street.” Bradford, like the found-
ers of the Boston News-Letter and the
Boston Gazette, was a D ter, His
father, Willlam Bradford, had 'estab-
lished the first printing offiee in Am-
erica outside of New England. The

ostmaster-editor had his troubles
with the authorities, and was warned,

e .

LORDS AND COMMONS.

If the contention of William Joyn-
son Hicks, a Unionist member of the
Parliament of Great Britain, that there
is a flaw in the Parliament Act, should
prove to be correct, it looks as if
there will result a tangle in the
Mother of Parliaments. Mr. Hicks
claims that if the House of Lords do
not desire to pass the Home .Rule
bill, or any other measure of which
they do mot approve, all they have to
o is adjourn consideration of that
bill from month to month. By this
expedient they could never reach the
obnoxious legislation. Should the
Feers of Great Britain adopt trade
union tactics and by the process of
adjournment bring into operation what
practically would be a legislative
strike, the resulting spectacle would
be strange indeed.

It is hardly comprehensible that,
with the careful serutiny to which the
Parliament Bill was subjected before
its passage, such an obvious loophole,
by which the House of Lords could

“

faced Bo.nls,.

.

(loth Top, Button

.

Ladies ‘Boudwir or Felt Slippers, .

Useful Gifts in Footwear

Men's V@&ized Sole Laced Boots, . $3.25 to $7.00
Men’s Patent Laced or Button Boots,

400 to
1.40 to
2.00 to
2.00 to
S
Boots, 3.00 te

Double Soled Boets, 3:00 to

200 to
0c to
2.00 to
2.00 to

. .

Chidren’s Rubber Boots, Overshoes, Colored Leggings
and Felt Slippers

Infants’ Fancy Bootst Slippers and Bootees

Francis & Yaughan - 19 King St

6.00
3%
6.00
400
325
5.00
6.00
450
200
350
3.00

ﬁhc Best Quality at a Reasonable Pricew

The
Howard
Watch

This Christmas is surely the
time to gratify for him one of
his dearest wishes—to own a
thoroughly reliable watch, pre-
ferably a Howard.

Not that he hasn’t a watch
of some kind already.

But the higher up'a man gets
in the councils of the business
and professfonal wotld, the
more Howard owners he finds
among his assoclates,

plete line of
Watches and

of pain of imprisonment and the con-
gpmon of his printing plant, never
$0 publish anything about the political

rs of the colonies, e reprimand

escape the limitation of power thé
act intended, could get through. M|
Hicks is an eminent authority on the},
Parli y acts of and is
quite outspoken in his contention that i
for -all practical purposes the Par!

b

L

' XMAS OFFER |

SHORTHAND AND BOOK-
KE

EPING.
$10.00 for Thirty Dollar
$15.00 for Fifty Dollar

GOOD UNTIL XMAS.

Stationery free if scholarship b
purchased now—Enter any ux:a. ®

Currie Commercial Institute

87 UNION STREET.

Course.
Course.

Christmas Gifts

For All

Now is the time and this
is the opportunity for

TIONERY,
GOODS, ETC,

to 78c. Chain Pur
ses, 16e., 20c,, 26¢c.,
40c. to $1.00. Ger-
man Siiver Hand

lag:: 95¢c.,  $1.20,
$1.35, $1.75, $2.75,
$350 to

Leather Hand Bags, 35c., 80c., 78c.,

90c., to $4.50 each.

Asnold’s eqart

Christmas buying. cem=
to us for DOLLS, TOYS,
GAMES, BOOKS,

Sale of Handkerchief:
Samples, 3¢c., 4c,, 5c., 8:.'.
10c., 12¢., 15¢., 1

8c.. 20c.,

A Toilet Set—Brush, Comb and Mirror.
A Manicure Set, Silver Card Case, or :
A Nice Mother of Pearl Opera Glass.

We cannot Poul'bly enumerate the
host of suitable Gift Pieces to be found in
om'veglauewoch WE INVITE YOU
CORDIALLY, to call upon us, and you
will be sure to find what you desire.

FERGUSON & PAGE,

JEWELERS, - - - - KING ST.

THERMOMETERS
nd BAROMETERS

Have you thought that these make ex-
cellent as well as USEFUL GIFTS.

Window Thermometers
As fllustrated . . . . . . $2.25

Other Window Thermometers
from 75c. to $2.50

- Standard Thermometers,
15c. to $1.00

-0 BAROMETERS,
$3.00 to $8.00

T. McAVITY & SONS, Limited

Canadian, American and English

Pocket and Desk Diaries
For 1914 .

BARNES @ CO. LTD.

84 Prince William Street

18 THE BEGINNING OF OUR'
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J. E WILSON, LTD.

MANUFACTURERS OF

Cast Iron and Sheet Metal Work of
Every Description \

»

Vi

Copper, Cast lron and Galvanized Iron Work
for Buildings a specia'ty.

17-19 Sydney Street. 'Phone M 365

Doors, Sashes, Mﬁldings,

MIRRORS, PLATE GLASS, ARTEWINDOWS

MURRAY & GREGORY, LTD., - ST. JOHN, N.B.

Beaver Board. Ruberoid Roofine, Lumber, Shingles, Boxes

AAA

.

Ask Youf Grocer for

GUNN'S MINCE MEAT

GUNNS LIMITED, 674 Main Street

M 1670

D. K. McLAREN, LIMITED

: Maquhcturen of
Genuine English Oak Tanned Leather
- Belting, Balata Belting

Lace Leather and Belt Fastenings of Every Description

Complete Stock at

‘Mme,Sl. "Phone 1121. - St John, N. B.

iy
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