W |

N

o *';. : s;
NEWS

THE 'WIFTHRR-
Falr,

SAINT JOEN, CANADA, THURSDAY, MARCH 31, 1910.

Price—$5.0 ot b po

‘3'(” zyv'.d‘:ll.

SINGLE
TWO ¢

[ 1]
INTS.

JANY ATTEND
-~ STITE AL
1T GHR

Governor Tweedie’s Ball At
Fredericton a Brilliant Func-
tion — Assembly Chamber
Gorgeously Decorated.

LONG PROGRAMME
OF DANCES ENJOYED

Special to The Standard.

Fredericton, Mar. 30—The ball given
by Governor and Mrs. Tweedie in tha
Legislative Building this evening, was
one of the most brilliant society func-
tions this city has seen for some years,
There were over 700 acceptances and
fully 500 people including many from
outside points graced the occasion
with their presence.

Governor and Mrs. Tweedie receiv-
ed their guests in front of the throne
in the Assembly chamber and were as-
gisted by their daughter, Mrs. W. S.
Benson and A. D. Cs. Lieut. Col. Mc-
Kenzie, of Chatham and Lieut. Col.
Bridges, of this city.

Speaker and Mrs. and Miss Clark,
of St. Stephen and Miss McCall, of
St. Andrews; Lieut. Col. Humphrey,
Burveyor General Grimmer, Lieut. Col.
Armstrong and Judge and Mrs. Barry
were the first to be presented.

Artistic Decorations,

The Assembly Chamber was most
artistically decorated with potted
plants in bloom from Miss Schleyer's
conservatory and flags covered the
gallery railing. The bright electric
lights the many pretty costumes of
the ladies, the sombre black of the
men with here and there a scarlet
uniform, combined to make a brilliant
and inspiring scene. The duty of an-
nouncing the guests was performed
by Private Secretary Barker.

The carpet of the Assembly cham-
ber was covered with waxed linen
and although somewhat cramped for
space at times, dancing was carried
on without inconvenience. There was
no official quadrille as on former oc-
casions of this kind. Hanlon's orches-
tra from an elevated platform on the
left of the Speaker's dais, furnished
excellent music. The programme of
dances consisted of 18 numbers,

The library was utilized as a sup-
per room and was prettily decorated
for the occasion, a long table running
full length of the room was trimmed
with smilax, carnations and lilies and
was very much admired.

J. J. McCaffrey, of the Queen Hotel,
looked after the catering and the ser-
vice was very satisfactory.

Governor Tweedie escorted Mrs.
Richardson to supper while Judge Bar-
ry escorted Mrs, Tweedie.

Iced drinks, cake and ice cream, etc.,
were served during the evening from
one of the rooms opening on the main
corridor.

The law library and front room on
the second floor were placed at the
disposal of guests for card playing
and sitting out purposes.

Among the ligt of guest from out-
side points were, Mr. and Mrs. C. J.
Osman, Hillsboro; Speaker and Mrs.
Clarke, St. Stephen; Col. Humphrey,
Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Raymond, T. B.
Blair, Mr. and Mrs. M. Rowan, St.
John; Senator Domville, Rothesay;

. Mr. and Mrs. H. W, Woods, Welsford;
Surveyor General and Mrs. Grimmer,
St. Stephen.

It was after two o'clock when the

gathering broke up.

SEMIIS EXPES
NERTED T CHITHAM

Joseph Wedge Narrowly Es-
capes Death When Gasoline
Tube Breaks In Bottom Of
Tug—Recovery Doubtful.

Special to The Standard.

Chatham, N, B, March 30.—Joseph
Wedge was seriously injured this af-
ternoon by blazing gasoline while
working in the boiler of the tug St.
Kilda, undergoing repairs at Snow-
ball's mill yard. He now lies in a

‘ecarious condition at Hotel Dieu.

Wedge was at work inside the boil-

when the tube connecting with the

pline tank became broken and the
ne was forced out under pres-
This ignited and in a second the
room was in flames. With

\ presence of mind Wedge reach-
ed over and shut off the supply of

line; otherwise the flames would

ve run into the tank and the latter

g .  Workmen at ouce rushed
to his rescue and the fire was extin-
guished before the inside of the room
was more than charred. Wedge was
badly burned around the upper part
of the body and his recovery is doubt-

LANG AT EOMONTON
L/OURDED FOR WEEK
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Management Victorious All

' Along The Line In Yester-
day’s Battle Of Ballots At
New Glasgow.

OUTPUT FOR COMPANY
EXCEEDINGLY BRIGHT

F | to The 8 d.

Halifax, N. 8., Mar. 30.—~The long
drawn out struggle for the control
of the N. 8. S. and C. Company be-
tween the forces of the management
and the Forget syndicate, of Montreal,
came to an end at a late hour tonight,
and resulted in & victory for the man-
agement, whqose slate of fifteen direc-
tors was elected. The victory was due
to the confidence placed in the pre-
sent controllers by the Maritime Pro-
vince people. President R. E. Harris
who was not on the ticket of the syn-
dicate is 2143 votes ahead of Forget
who was not on the management’s
ticket, and Frank Ross the lowest on
the administration ticket, is 2100 votes
over Forget.

Offer Declined.

The management offered the Forget
syndicate three seats on the boards.
The offer was declined and the man-
agement turned down the counten
proposition to put seven Forget direc-
tors to eight administration men on
the board. When the proxies were call-
ed for, Forget's big budget was notice-
able and the lawyers were at once on
the qui vive, as the scrutinizers re-
tired.

Next came the election of directors
and Mr. Forget set a swift ball roll-
ing when he accused the manage-
ment’s ticket of unfgirness and he add-
ed that in the attempt to carry their
slate the management had overnight
borrowed enough stock to ecarry the
meeting.

Mr. Harris denied any unfairness
and said, there had been no such thing
as borrowing stock to maintain con-
trol.

This inecident then closed and an
even livier one came up when J. N.
Greenshields, Forget's attorney, ob-
jected to received prixies by wire as
the management had done,
Continued on Page 2.

COVERNMENT OFFICIL
HPS TTANYS WORK

Deputy Minister Of Railways
At Moncton Complains Of
Poor Work Put Into I. C. R.
Shops.

Ot moms

Spcial to The Standard.

Moncton, Mar. 30.—Deputy Minister
of Railways Campbell, who arrived in
Moncton today on an official visit, ad-
dressed a large meeting under the
auspices of the Board of Trade this
evening, on the subject of good roads.
President Cole occupied the chair. Mr.
Campbell said that sheet asphalt was
the best material for city streets, but
it was too expensive for a town the
size of Moncton. Next came block as-
phalt which he could recommend for
a town like Moncton. Next vitrified
brick. For walks concrete cement if
properly laid would last a century. But
it was pretty expensive and if im-
properly laid it would be disappoint-
ing. Incidentally Mr. Campbell refer-
red to the new Intercolonial shops in
Moncton as showing poor concrete
work. His remorks in this connection
causing some surprise.

NN SEOTA Y YET
HINE PRONITION

Government Said To Be Mov-
ing In Matter And Measure
Of Radical Nature May Be
Brought Down.

Special to The Standard.

Halifax, N. 8., March 30.—~In the
house today the motion asking the
government to grant provincial pro-
hibition was discussed and the discus-

sion adjourned pending the presenta-)

tion of a government measure which
it is understood will repeal the pres-
ent license law excepting Halifax and
virtually placing the province under
prohibition. This will entail the plac.
ing of the granting of licenses in
Halifax under a commission and call-
ing for n‘pl_olebelclte to determine the

to be in
the city.

office of which no coples were kept.
He admitted that he had taken a let-
ter from the public files'and destroyed

¢ eputy attorney 1
hief witness for the commis-

nun‘w the Alberta and
estern aterways Rallway,
ing. He explained that the

condition of the files was
his having sent some tele-
om the house to the telegraph

it with hed exerpts as he con-
sidered the letter purely private and
one which should not go on the files.
The filing clerks of the office of the
attorney general said the provincial
treasurer were also examined this
morning. The commission adjourned
for a week.

CANADA IS FORCED INTO
SURRENDER BY BIG STICK
OF TAFT ADMINISTRATION

Dominion Comes Out At Small End Of Horn In Tariff Negotiations---Threat
of Application of Maximum Tariff On Part of United States Success-
ful, and Ottawa Barters Valuable Concessions For Vague Promises of
Better Treatment In Future.

Proceedings At Ottawa and Washington Yesterday Reveal Wanton Indif-
ference of Dominion Government For Best Interests of Country---
How the News Was Received In England---United States Warned To
Eliminate Fireworks In Celebration of Diplomatic Triumph.

Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, Mar. 80.—The usual thing
happened today. Washington and Ot-
tawa made simult a
ment of the terms of the tariff agree-
ment, the United States press getting
them and the Canadian press being de-
nied them, From the Ottawa point of
view the interest lies not in what Mr.
Fielding said but in the way he said

Positively Saucy.

The finance minister was exceed-
ingly anxious to make it clear that
the Government has not surrendered;
that it has not backed down; that it
is feeling positively saucy towards
the Americans. He also hs#tl the task
of establishing that it would never do
after all to fight, for after alt a tariff
war would be a mischievous victory,
even a tariff success meaning a Pyr-
rhic victory. The main interest in
his speech lies, not in the facts of
the arrangement which were in the af-
ternoon newspapers, but in his very
clever singing of these two songs sim-
ultaneously.

The outstanding feature of the whole
agreement of course is that the Gov-
ernment has lowered the general tar-
1 geénerally by, about 21 per cent.
on 13 articles, every foreign country
in the world gets this reduction, the
U. 8. included.

The Situation.

The situation is that the French
treaty confers two kinds of advant-
ages on France. These are:

1—On a list of 98 items in the tariff
France gets the intermediate instead
of the general tariff.

2—On a list of 12 items France gets
still better tariff duties which in one
or two cases cut below the British
preference itself.

The United States along with all
other counmtries:

1—Gets no reduction from the maxi-
mum rate on the 12 items in which
France gets special rates.

2—Gets the same treatment as
France on 13 out of the 98 items in
wanich France gets the intermediate
tariff.

That is what is actually done.

Let us now note a few incidential
matters of importance.

1—Mr. Fielding, the danger of tariff
war being past, pauses in the midst of
his expression of satisfaction to ob-
serve that if it had come to blows
the Laurier Government would have:
A—put on the surtax; B—perhaps
have made the surtax heavier still;
C—might have taken other steps.

A Flat Rate.

2—Had the American maximum- tar-
iff been applied Mr. Fieldings says au-
thoritatively that it would have been
a flat rate of 26 per cent plus the or-
dinary duty; so that on goods which
pay 30 per cent under the minimum
tariff the total duty under the maxi-
mum would be 55 per cent.

3—On a basis of last year's trade
the Payne-Aldhich tariff taken as a
whole would reduce the duties pald
pon Canadian goods entering the United
States by about one million dollars.

4—The Payne bill as it left the
House of Representatives and went
to the senate had a proviso exampting
from the maximum preferences grant-
ed by colonies to the Mother Country.
Apparently that left us out; but as a
matter of fact it did the reverse, for
while it would have exampted Can-
ada’s preference to Great Britain, it
would have penalized Canada’s pre-
ferences to New Zealand, South Africa
and the British West Ind®s. As the
American tariff now stands Mr. Field-
ing announced authoritatively, Canada
can give what preferences she pleases
say to the British West Indies and
the United 3tates will regard it as a
family affair. This is important, gs
Jamaica recently has been expressing
herself as apprehensive lest she be
penalized if she goes into a preferen-
tial arrangement with us,
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SOMETHING FOR NOTHING.

London, March 31.—~The
Morning Post, in an editorial
on the tariff agreement be-
tween Canada and the United
States, contends that by flour-
ishing a “big revolver” in the
shape of a surtax, which it
could not have imposed, with-
out hurting its own interests,
the United States has bluffed
Canada into giving something
for nothipg, but the paper adds:

“It is to the interests of
American diplomacy, now that
its battle is won, to belittle its
own victory, so as to smooth
the path for further conquests
later on.”
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Bryce has done everything that could
be expected.

The American government approach-
ed him on the guestion of trade re-
lations with Canads. He recgmmend-
ed it to have recourse; to divect ne-
gotiations with the Canadian govern-
ment. Suggestions that he had not been
of service to Canada were unfounded.
In this connection the opposition
Questioned Mr. Fielding very closely
as to who set on foot the negotiations
which led to the Albany meeting. Mr.
Fielding insisted positively that the
president of the United States opened
them. After much crogs questioning
and evasive answering the following
passage occurred:

Dr. J. D. Reld—"The honorable gen-
tleman does not deny that the first

ini; or the @ inister sent
Mr. Macdonald to begin negotiations.”

Mr. Fielding—*“I do not deny it be-
cause I do not know why the honor-
able gentleman should state it.”

Major Currie—“The reason is that
it is not the first time that the editor,
of the Globe has gone as a guasi-out-
side ambassador to negotiate a
treaty.”

Mr. Fielding replied by recalling
Mr. George Brown’s visit to Washing-
ton in 1874 as the authorized commis-
sioner of the Canadian government.

Again the Question.

Dr. J. D. Reid—“Did the minister of
finace sent Mr. Macdonald there to
negotiate?”

Mr. Fielding—"If the honerable gen-
tleman states it.”

Dr. J. D. Ried—"“But you did not
deny it.”

Mr. Fielding—*“I do not think it im-
portant to deny half the things the
honorable gentleman says,

After some further remarks Col.
Hughes said:

“It was after all this government
that first did the bowing or the craw!
ing or the opening of the negotiat

ns.”

Mr. Fielding—*“That statement has
not a shadow of foundation.”

Earller Mr. Flelding had made a
statement as to the form in which the
invitation came to him. “It came to
our knowledge,” he sald, “that thc
president had expressed a desire tc
take up this matter personally and
would be pl d if arra 5
could be made that he might himsell
adjust the matter with representatives
of the Canadian government.”

A minute later he added, “If my hon.
friend wants to know from whom the
information came I can assure him
that it came from Mp. Wm. H. Taft,
the president of the United States.”

Through Parliament.

The tariff changes will be put
through Parliament by the Govern-
ment although it has power to pro-
claim them by executive action.

That practically exhausts the list of
Mr. Flelding’s points. He spoke for
an hour and thirty-five minutes, but
he was much delayed by the persist-
ent quest of the Opposition and

5—The Americans early d

their request that the C: fed-
eral government take steps to induce
the several provincial governments to
abandon their pulpwood policy,

Maximum Rate.

Here the opposition wrung from Mr.
Fielding the admission that the Amer-
icans today are levying the maximum
rate on Canadian pulpwood entering
the United States from provinces
which enforce a conservation policy.

6—The Americans pressed for the
entire list of advantages granted to
France. This was refused. The gov-
ernment observed two principles:

A~—There must be few concessiong,

B—These must be to all foreign na-
tions, not to the United States alone.

C—They must not damage important
Canadian interests.

Loss to Canada.

7—The loss of duty to Canada will

not be heavy.

8—The British Ambassador, Mr.

he elab d at some length some of
the points which here have been
summarized.

Dr. Sproule, who followed, took the
ground that the Government should
bring down the whole correspondence
on the subject.

Mr. Fielding had held that some of
the letters exchanged were of a con-
fidential character. Dr. Sproule also
laid stress on the fact that the Unit-
ed States gives Canada nothing, sim-
ply exempting her from the maximum
but nevertheless charging a very high
general tariff.

Mr. J. E. Armstrong spoke briefly
laying stress on the effect on the ag-
ricultural classes. He censured Mr.
MacLean for his ready acquiesence in
what the government had done,

Mr. MclLean,

Mr. W. F, McLean congratulated the
Government, but said that the settle-
ment could only be temporary. Can-

uda must vrenare to face a similar

treatment in the near future, He was
glad to noté the greater importance
attached to Canada to observe the con-
ceding of the right of Canada to grant
British preferences and to see that
Canada had maintained her right to
place export duties on articles. The
national policy of Sir John MacDon-
ald had been vindicated. Canadians
must not be led away by Mr. Knox's
very sweet letter, they must seek for
the friendliness of the United States
in the tariff and not in the letters of
theilr diplomats. There should be ex-
port duties on lumber, nickel, asbestos
pulp, ete,
Sir Wilfrid Laurier.

Sir Wiltrid Laurier denied that the
government had sent any ambassa-
dors to Washington, so far was this
from the case that it had received
American ambassadors at Ottawa,
Canada had been threatened with a
commercial war; Sir Chas. Tupper
had once said that a commercial war
was not far removed from actual war.
Everybody would have regretted a tar-
iff war and, accordingly, the govern-
ment had taken the opportunity of
avoiding it, The United States in

‘adopting the tariff of last session had

adopted a tariff to which Canada could
not agree. It took the ground that if
Canada made a treaty with any nation
at all, the United States claimed what-
ever was given to that nation, under
penalty of the imposition of the max-
imum tariff. A large proportion of
the American people, he believed,
would be sorry to see a tariff war
and so strong was this body of opin-
ion that for the first time American
ambassadors came to Ottawa. There
was also, however, in the United
States an extreme protectionist party
which was willing to push President
Taft into a tariff war,

Concession Small,

He contended that the concession
made by Canada was small, but for
these, Canada had got peace and good
commercial relations. That was worth
all the nuts and perfumery of crea-
tion. The people of Canada are only
seven millions as against ninety mil-
lions in the United States and if Can-
ada had been stiff with them they
would have been stiff with her. Now,
however, he said, “We are within
measurable distance of reciprocity
with our neighbors. We can nego-
tiate with any nation we please and
we intend to begin with the Uniteq
States.

Sir Wilfrid concluded by aflirming
that there were certain things on
which 1o sconcessions could be made
to the United States, but there were
a number of products upon which
there could be concessions to mutual
advantage.

Mr. Herron deplored the absence of
any lowering of duties on agriculturai
implements.

Dr. J. D. Reid spoke in criticism of
the settlement and the debate was ad-
journed.

Principle Surrendered

Major Currie said that the minister
of finance had surrendered a great
principle, the right of the Canadian peo-
ple to make their own tariff and a
distinct loss to Canada had been sus-
tained. Congress had brought about
the conditions of the Payne tariff, not
Canada. The Payne bill was a club
which this year caused Canagda to sur-
render the right to increase for all
time 13 items of her schedule. Next
year this club would be used again to
compel us to surrender on perhaps
150 items, and in a short time the
United States would be making one
tariff for us. It was not a guestion
of giving away in a few items, but the
principle of giving away at all. We
had given away our principles for a
president’s empty promise. Why did
not Mr. Fielding get us free coal?
Why did he not, when he had the
chance get us reciprocity in farm im-
plements? The whole string had an
air of mystery. The American trusts
would give anything for the Canadian
market which was then the largest
and best. Even in the items surren-
dered the glass trust, the leather
trust and the crockery trust figured.

The Correspondence.

Mr. Fielding's letter to Secretary

Knox is as follows:
Washington, Mar. 26, 1910.
The Hon. F. P. Knox, Secretary of
State, Washington—
“My Dear Mr. Secretary:

In the conference which, upon his in-
vitation, I had the honor to hoid with
the president of the United States at
Albany, a few days ago, and in ihe
further conference in Washington to-
day, it was represented to me that the
settlement of our present tariff dif-
ferences, and the opinion of the way
for negotiations having in view a
broader scheme of reciprocal trade,
would be facilitated by Canada making

Continued On Page Two,

SUFFRMGETTES
TALSE L0ST
N ENGLA

Lady Shackleton Fears For
Woman’s Suffrage In Eng-
land—Sees Little Use In Ap-
pealing To Abstract Justice.

EXPLORER’S WIFE
TELLS OF PLANS

Special to The Standard.

New York, March 30.—Lady Shack-
leton, wife of Sir Ernest Shackleton,
the English explorer in the Antarctic
told a reporter today that she feared
for woman suffrage in England. She
also offered some of her impressions
of America.

“You cannot understand how keen-
ly we in England feel the situation ¢?
the militant suffragettes,” said Lady
Shackleton, “their sufferings in prison
have amounted to a real personal sor-
row to every household in Englaad
with a heart in it. Not for anything
would I oppose the heroic women who
have suffered for their belief as these
women have suffered, but I am unot
sure that I ayree with them. It seewms
to me that the only question to be
answered is ‘Is it for the cosntry's
good?

“There is no use that I can see in
appealing to abstract justice, for there
is no abstract justice possible in the
matter. In England the rate payers
are the voters now. When a woman
marries, her husband becomes the
ratepayer, and she would lose her vote.
There is flo justice in that, but that is
what would happen under the present
laws.

“You know that women are emo-
tional. The ballot might educate
them, but it might also be an expen-
sive education. Over in New Zealand
they are not making such a success
of it.

“I'm afraid that is not a very defin-
ite opinion on the suffrage question,
but as I said before I am glad to say
I do not have to declide it.”

Lady Shackleton was asked whe-
ther she thought it likely her husband
would head anether expedition to the
South Pole. “Oh, I don’t think so,
she said, “his men all want him to go
of course, but I don’t believe he will
It is not settled yet. There is some
talk of his organizing another expedi-
tion for scientific research, but I don’t
believe he will go with it himself.”

MBERT WOLTER T0
SWER FOR MURDER

Case Of Youth Accused Of At-
rocious Murder Of Ruth
Wheeler Summarily Dispos-
ed Of At New York Yesterday

New York, N. Y., March 30.—It took
just ninety three minutes for two
juries to pave the way for the trial
of Albert .Wolter, charged with the
atrocious murder of Ruth Wheeler on
last Thursday. A coroner’s jury held
him for the grand jury and the grand
jury indicted him for murder. The
true bill lay on top of fifteen others
returned. The trial has been set for
next Monday.

Wolter's lawyer, Wallace D. Scott,
will not yet even admit that Ruth
Wheeler is dead.

ANOTHER COUNGILMAN
ENTANGLED N WED

Dr. E. R. Walters, Pittsburg’s
Director Of Public Health,’
And Charities The Latest To
Be Added To Grafters’ List.

Pittsburg, Pa.,, March 30.—Dr, E. R.
Walters, former president of Select
Council, who is now director of pub-
lic health and charities, was indicted
today as the elleged recipient of $1,-
000 in bribery money, and fifteen
other former selectmep were charged
in the grand jury’s report today as
bhaving received amounts from $500 to
$2500. The indictments make a total
of 91 in three reports by the grand
jury within two weeks, and there are
more to come, District Attorney Wm.
Blakeley says. To this end. the in-
quisitorial body had before it today
thirty nwore officials, directors and
employees of the six banks alleged
to have paid money to obtain an ordi-
nance naming them as city depositor-
ies. There were also four local ex-
press agents before the grand jury
which is seeking now to trace the $45,-
000 which was sent or taken to New
York to be passed over there to ex-
councilman Charles Stewart.

The indictments today were based
upon the confession of Stewart that
he distributed to these men $12,000
to buy votes in favor of the bank ordi-
nances.

The grand jury will be in session
again tomorrow.

John H. Klien, whose confession
started the entire expose, went off
meekly to the Western Penitentiary
today to serve a three and a half years
sanfence,

MEXIGAN AN
SMASHOAONS
THRIF PAGT

Wall Street More Concerned
With The Former Than The

Latter—Situation Regarded
As Serious.

SIR EDWARD IS
MORE HOPEFUL

Special to The Standard.

New York, March 30.—There is
more talk today on Wall Street about
the Bank of Montreal mix-up with
the defunct United States Bank of
Mexico than on the averted Canadian
and United States tariff war. A gen-
tleman who arrived this morning from
the city of Mexico says the smash is
much more serious than the officials
of the big Canadian bank admit.
Ther is & well authorized report to the
effect that President. Ham obtained
over a million dollars from the Bank
of Montreal on his own personal guar-
antee the very day before the col
lapse. In fact the statement is made
that at the end of the two days dur
ing which the Bank of Montreal was
in control things looked so bad that
the sign was taken down and the run
was allowed to go on. The fact ot
such bright men as Mr. Stavert of the
head office and Mr. C. H. Cahan, be-
ing on the spot would lead people to
suppose that the matter is quite seri-
ous. It is also alleged says the gen-
tleman from Mexico that there will
be no real loss to the Bank of Mon-
treal as regards their dealings with
the defunct bank, but well posted
people are asking what they will do
with regards to the claim against Mr.
Ham personally and that means at
least a million and over.

Montreal, March 30.—S8ir Edward
Clouston was interviewed today re-
garding the Mexican Bank matter and
he laughingly stated that the bank or
those in charge were able to owe them
seven millions and being asked anpth-
er question stated that it would real-
ly make mno difference in their bal-
ance sheet.

In fact 8ir Edward’s tone and man-
ner was not that of a man who had
met with a loss amounting to seven
millions or more, although the vice-
president evinced no desire to speak
any further omn the question.

INTEREST FLAGGING
N VETD QUESTION

Yesterday’s Proceedings At
Westminster  Exceedingly
Tame—Mr. Balfour Moves
Increase For John Burns.

London, Mar. 30.—Interest greatly
flagged in the debate on the veto re-
solution in the House of Commons to-
night and the attendance was small.
Lord Hugh Cecil, for the Unionists
made the important admission that
there ought to be a stronger check
from the House of Lords on Conser-
vative Governments and that a propos-
al in this direction would demand
careful consideration. He favored the
House of Lords composed of 400 mem-
bers, 350 chosen from the hereditary
peerage and the others nominated by
the King on the advice of his minis-
ters,

Augustin Birrell, chief secretary to
Ireland, speaking for the Government,
said it was not proposed at this stage
to submit any scheme for the reform
of the House of Lords. The unpopular-
ity of the House of Lords, he added,
was not the outcome of the heredl-
tary principle, but the country’s con-
viction that the Lords have failed
to exercise their functions impartially.
He declared that there could be no
compromise on the financial resolu-
tion.

There was an interesting incident in
Parliament tonight, Mr. Balfour, the
leader of the Opposition giving notice
of a motion in favor of raising the
salary of John Burns, president of
the local government board, to $25,000.

MENELIK 15 ACKN
REPORTED OEAD

Abyssinian Monarch On The
Death List Once More—
Kingdom Said To Be Unde
Regency Now.

[

Addis Abebe, Abyssinia, March 30.—
Menelik I, King of Abyssinia, is
dead at the age of sixty-six years and
in the twenty-first year of his reign.

Prince Hidj Jeassu, grandson of the
late monarch, is heir to the thronme.
The king was stricken with apoplexy
last year and never recovered his
health. For many weeks his death
has been expected.

Prince Hidj Jeansu was proclaimed
heir to the throne on May 18 last. He
is 34 years old and little less than a
year ago was married to the grand-
daughter, aged seven years, of the
late Emperor John, and niece of Em-
press




