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BREWSTER’S IDEA

T0 BE MADE LAW

ATTORNEY-GENERAL
PROMISES RELIEF

Protection to Miners’ Wages—
Asiatic Companies—Tra-
velling Bars

Legislative Press Gallery,
February 22.
Another, instance was afforded to-
day of the adoption by the government
of items of Liberal policy which mem-
bers of the opposition have urged on
the House and administration in past
sessions without success, While after
occurrence have proved time and again

that the ministers see and silently ac- ;

knowledge the force of the arguments
put forward by members of the op-
position in support of bills.or resolu-
tions they just naturally 'dislike to
have the Grits get any credit. Hence
later on, in spite of the “serious ob-
jections” which are trotted out at the
ime as a reason for ignoring ar post-
poning ~action, the' governnient is
found quietly putting iegislation
through along the same lines.

For two sessiens the member for Al-
berni, H. C. Brewster, has been trying
to get a meanstof securing justice for
miners whq are engaged by men taking
an option on a mineral property as a
speculation, and left stranded when
the holders fail to find.a purchaser and
vanish, leaving -lafge sums . due in
wages. Mr. Brewster proposed to over-
ceme this, in the terms of his bill of
luast year, by compelling the operator
a bank
certifying that * the bank
holds a certain sum of money to be
vsed to pay wages. The operator had
to keep a sufficient sum for that pur-
rose to cover all wages likely to be
due up to the néext pay-day. There
have been several flagrant cases on
Texada Island of miners being left in
tLe lurch with a large amount owing
them in the aggregate, and the same
thing has happened. in. other parts of
the province.

When Mr. Brewster first brought the
matter to the attention of parliament
tbe Premier promised that he would
bring in a bill at the+next session of
the House, and in committee the At-
tornev-General,strangled the Brewster
bill. Nothing was done, however, and
last session the member for Alberni
brought in his bill for the second time.
On that occasion Mr. Brewster got a
svmpathetic hearing from the Premier
and the Attorney-General—they are
the authoritv for ,this statement~but
the cold comfort for the men who hawe
been defrauded or may be that there
did not appear to be any means of re-
lief. The Attorney-General said he
svmpathized with the men, but saw
no way of remedying the conditions.
The Premier said he and: Charles Wil-
son, when the latter’was attorney-gen-
e¢ral, had sought a remedy for similar
cases which had arisen in Alberni, but
could net devise one. It was class
legislation anyway and so he had to
he said.

This afternoon Mr. Bowser an-
nounced that he would next week in-
troduce an amendment to the Me-
chanics’ Lien Act which would cover
the case. In fairness to the Attorney-
General it should be stated that he
gave Mr. Brewster credit for having
bLrought the matter to the attention of
the Houge originally.

To-day was spent, as was yesterday,
in committee on the Companies’ Act
first, and when that was practically
disposed of on the liquor license bill.
H. H. Watson, as chairman in_ the
former case, showed fine form and
passed the judges’ stand as fresh as
a daisy.

Preferential Claims.

In winding up a company the pref-
crential payments rank -as follows:
Taxes, salaries of clerg or servants
during three months, but not over $250,
wages of workmen and laborers during
three months, amounts not exceeding
$500 due in respect of compensation un-
der the Workmen’s Compensation Act.
These debts are to rank equally among
themselves and be paid in fall, unless
assets are insufficient,
they shall abate in equal proportions.

Parker Williams and J. H, Haw-
thornthwaite protested against the
workingmen’s wages not being put in
ihe first place and against any limit
t{o the amount he could collect. The |
member for Nanaimo moved to-strike
out the limits as to time and amount in |
the section.

The Attorney-General stuck. to, the |
limit, considering that it was more pro-
tection to the worker than' the enlarge-
ment of the terms Mr. Hawthorn-
thwaite desired. If a firm allowed
wages to go three months in arrears it
was about time for a workman to see
that it did not go further. If the am-
erdment was carried a man could let
his wages go into arrears to any ex-
tent, and if the employer happened to
mortgage his property or
the workingman would
wages, as the mortgage would take |
fiist place. As to the order of prefer-
ence the Attorney-General heid that
the government and @~municipalities
must have a revenue by taxation and |
therefore were entitled to be _given
preference even - over workmen.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite
amendment and twitted the Attorney-

monager

QUO‘% AND TOBACCO HABITS

A. McTAGGART, M.D,, c.M.,
75 Yonge St., Toronto, Canada,

References as to Dr. McTaggart’s pro-
fessional standing and personal integrity
permitted by:

Sir W. R. Meredith, Chief Justice,

Hon. G. W. Ross, ex-Premier of Ontario,

Rev. N. Burwash, D.D., President Vic-
toria College.

Rev. Father Teefy, President of gt
Michael’s College, Toronto.

Right Rev. J. E. Sweeny, Bishop of To-
ronto.

Dr. McTaggart’s vegetable remedies for
the liquor and tobacco habits are health-
fui, safe, inexpensive home treatments.
& hvpodermic injections, no publicity, no
loss of time from business, and a certain
cure. Consultation ov correspondence in-
‘vited.
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instead of being a mono=
tonous drudgery becomes a
pleasure when Sunlight helps
you. | Remember — Sunlight
does all the work, at half the
cost and in half the
». time of other Soaps.
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General with being more concerned for
the upper classes than the workers.

Mr. Bowser declared that the Mec-
Bride government was more the friend
of labor than hon. gentlemen oppo-
site, and that this had been proved
in the general election by the con-
f.dence the workers had shown in the
administration. He was going to in-
troduce next week an amendment to
the Mechanic’s Lien Act. accépting the
suggestions of the membey for Alberni
as to the payment of vorkmen in
mines held under option. *but in such
a shape that it would be workable. In-
stcad of giving the government credit
for what it was doing for the worker
the member for Nanaimo made at-
tacks on himself. ‘

“The working people know who their
friends are in this country and this
Legislature,” Sald Mr. Bowser in con-
clusion.

In the course of further debate Mr.
JHawthornthwaite advised the Attor-
ney-General to drop that portfolio and
retain the portfolio of finance, allow-
ing A. E. McPhillips to become chief
law officer of the Crown, for which po-
sition the member for Nanaimo said,
he was. more suited than the present
occupant.

H. C. Brewster congratulated the
Attorney-General on adopting the idea
he had tried to get the House to adopt
last session, and the year before. The
first time he introduced his bill it had
been strangled in committee by the
Attorney-General himself. The hon.
gentleman doubted, however, if an'am-
endment to the Mechanice’s Lien  Act
was going to prove .a remedy for the
evil.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite’s motion was
lost.

Compensation Claims.

In regard to amounts due under the
Workmen’s Compensation Act the
member for Nanaimo wanted the full
sum made a preferential claim instead
cf only $500.

Mr. McPhillips reminded the House
that the intention of the Workmen’s
Cempensation Act was that the sum.of
$1,600 or whatever the award was
should be paid out in weekly instal-
ments _and the House of Lords had
held that this applied to the widow
and children as to any balance after
the man's death. The act now pro-
posed to make $500 of this a -prefer-
ential cigim in winding-up proceedings,
which was a fair amount as compared
with the three months’ arrears collect-
able by a workman on his wages.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite considered
that the award should be paid in a
lump sum so that a man or his widow
might be able to purchase a little busi-
ness. In acknowledging the activity of
Mr. McPhillips in legislation benefitting
workmen the member for Nanaimo sug-
gested that’perhaps this was due to the !
presence of workmen as voters in the
Islands.

“I am elected by the votes of the
agriculturists, the brains, bone .and
sinew of the country,” replied Mr. Mc-
Phillips.

This amendment also was defeated.

Asiatics as Corporations.

John Jardine moved the ipclusion. of
the following section: “No Japanese
nor Chinese shall be allowed to form
a company in British Columbia.”

! The attorney-general said to do this
| would at once raise the question of dis-
| allowance, not only at Ottawa but in

the colonial office. - There was a sec-
| tion in the bill, continued from the old

{ fatally injured.. The .colliery was not

'e) ‘nment sympathized wlth the’ obbot

of the amendment.: = .

aII‘. Jardine clung ‘to the opihion tllu
the colonial office could hawe no intea-
tion of asking for the veto ‘of the bl
if this provision was placed in it.

Mr. McPhillips: pointed' out ‘to the
member for Esquimalt that even if the
bill was not -disallowed -the proyision
would be ineffective, \inasmuch as ar-
rangements could be made by these
reople for the incorporation of’ a com-
pany by these who ¢ould do'so and have
the shares transferred to them after.

Mr. Willlams -advised the govern-
ment to re-pass its Natal act and give
the five Conservative members at Ot-
tawa. a.chance to :let’ the House of
Commons hear the Brmsh Columbia
end of Lhe story.

The ameéndinent was nega.uved only.

Williains voting for it. <
Trainand- Steamer Bars.
Mr. Hawthornthwaite,” ‘on - the ' 1=
cense act’thcught thdt .if ‘the govern-
ment * desired< 1o introduce ' reform it |

would forbill the sale of liquor-on trains |
or stes nmboats

a few miles Passengers,
ladies, were subjécted to great annoy-
ance.

The q,t;o;uey general said "he had
travelled , a " great deal but néever had
njst ‘comfart lr.terfered with  or, his
feelings hqrt. Railway condu\_tors had
power to* ‘pits disorderly’ Then off ~the
train and. ‘sHip- captains to lock. them
up.* The railwa)s and steamships had
had’ this rlgﬂt for n‘iany yvears. A

Pr. . Me (Vancouyer), . ~.agreed
with.the member far-Nanaimo. ‘He as-
sérted that'the coasﬁug gteamers‘were
curged - by theisale .of :ak:ohollc bever-
ages:  The ;cun»ta!n w);s et}\eror'in the
mte!'ests of " 1]

he ’Would not px'event it.. On:the steam-
ers: mmning uj) lhe coast mm,ers and
loggers .came-on boa.rd and staxted n
on‘a ‘debauch:’ ‘It ~hadioften .been sani
that*we were overned by precept;
Lonttnuing this’ provislon in the -act
was, permitmng °ovemment ‘by " the
dea,d.

Mr. Hawthon}thwaite s propoeal was
votéd: for by- the four” members on ‘the
apposition side’ and by Dr.. McGuire,
this’ being theigscond ‘time in as. mady
days, that: the®fifth- mqmber for Ya:n-
couver, who is'‘an” ardent ‘qdvogate 'of
total abstinence, hasg vot,ed against’ His
party .on sectiqhs- of'the, bild +He fore-
shadowed this’ qgurse “in” his speech on
the ‘second readmg

DEMAND ‘F'OR FARM HELP.

Winmpeg, Feb. 230 —'I‘here is such a
demanad for help’from'all parts of the
provifice ‘that ‘the ‘provincial govern-
ment* immigration’ office ‘and ; eniploy-
mient bureau urges the, press to aséist
in ' securing men,’ The provineial immi-
grdtion ‘superinténdeént’’ hias ‘just re-
turned from. a trip to the easf, where
he has been a,scertalmng the’ ¢ondition
of -tHings-as-far as labor 'is concerned.
The" superinte_ndent, stated that “he
found the conditions: in. Ontario .and
Quebec’ just ‘as’serious as- fhey were in
Manitobe: “He "stated that something
had to be done in ‘order ‘to- provide the
farmers of Manitoba~ ‘with suﬁ'cgmt
help for the sprlng rush. He added that
a very large mumber of meén' could be
obtained from' the -Old Country, and
would ‘be here in: good time if* ways
and means were adopted ‘to ’secure
them, fie
Besides -male 'help, which!' was very
much in demand in ‘the "country, there
was. also a demand for at least 2,000
women. Married co.uples without
children are much in"'demand.

SIX M-INERS CINJURED.

Wilkesbarre, Pa.,' Féb.; 23.—A " fall .of
coal in the :Pettibone . mine  of the
Lackawanna,k company’ caused: gas: to
accumulate - yesterday, and ’a 'naked
light carried by an employee caused an
explosion’ which ‘badly :-burned six men.
John* Davis, - fife ' boss, * was probably

working . yesterday.. .The.men- injured
were erecting ‘a brattice to change the
air current.. They'had-'to: walk -a' mile
before they could get aid.

CANADIAN TRAINMEN
NOT LIKELY TO.STRIKE

Apphcatmn May Be Made for
Appomtment of. Board- of
COI'IGllfatan

P

M.ntreal, Fnb Zo—-Lea,dmg officials

l ! act, refusing registration to companies

incorporated in China or Japan. But if |
l the province dealt as a class with thede !
| people, refusing them incorporation of |
| eémpanies, the colonial office would. no !
| doubt interfere, since it was very care- |
E ful to give all its rights to every na-
l tion, especially. Japan. The province
i had been asked by the Colonial Act to
ipass this bill,
! cure uniform company legisiation, and

[ the Imperial government would doubt- !

,Iess take exception if anything was:
' done to interfere with the standing of
people of these friendly nations and |
request Ottawa to exercise its power
of disallowance.

Parker Williaras did not believe the
| colonial office cared what this province ;
1 did in regard to the exclusion uf
| Asiatics from the privilege of form;ng

l companies.
|

| ¥ ;
i tawa government in disallowance were

Imperial motives.
British Columbia had not been able
to find evidcnce in the state papers as

motive. Nevertheless this government. !
nad. bheen ohliged,
reasons, to/ abide by “this view.

South Africa and Australia had been !
allowed to have Natal acts while Brit-
ish Ceolumbia’s had been disallowed,
and the province was told that it must
not invoke such a measure in dealing
with these people. The government of
British Columbia did not accept the
«view but in order to make its legisla-
tion effective it had to recognize. There
3\\'oum be no sense in having this aet,
asked for by the colonial office, ren-
dgered null and void by incorporating
in it a section which would lead to its |
‘Cisallowance, however much the gov-

| of the Grangfrunk and Canadian Pa-

| consultation’ with  committees .of the ! alone, has played’ right into - the hands

the object being to se- |
]

Preruier McBride said that substan- |
tially the reasons which moved the Ot-;

The government of i

between Canada and British Columbia ;
to show this to have been the corre(‘t;

cific railways say "that the reports be-

Messrs. Jardine, Hawthornth“mte andi'

N© .one but coul “de |
without a;.d'rlnk while he-was travelling |
especially |

-

quality to the well-

known plpe-tobacco and specially
lended for cigarette smoking.

DARING STAND
~FOR ARSOLUTISM

——

SUPREME POWER
"M FOR THE KAISER

Suggestbn That He Be Given
Power to Shut Up the
~: Reichstag

(By “Herbert tA." White, Berlin- Corres-
pondent of'the United Press.) ! -

" Berlin, Feb. ' 23.—The King of Prossia
and German’ Emperor must'always be'in |
a, ' positionsi fo’ :say. :to’ ‘any: lieuténant,
‘Take ten sold!ers and shut up the Reich-
stag.' !

These were the words spoken by Herr
Von Oldenburg at 'a recent sitting which
turned ‘the Reichstag - into a ‘pande-
monium. Were they meant for a declara-
tion of absolutism by’ the Kaiser? = Or
were:they simply the words of a reaction-
ary of the worst ‘type in the person of a
retired’'army officer? ‘This jis the question
that; though much . debated . since the
startling utterance, is still unsettled.
-Head the-president pulled the speaker up
on the ‘spot, or had he, as he had a per-
fect. right to! do' on the ground of dis-
respect to the Reichstag, suspended-the of-
fending - member, - nothing “more ~ would
hr.ve been heard of the incident. %
But - the: president, - none - other than
Prince Hohenlohe,  a -relative of the
Kaiker, did nothing of the kind. 'He took
no notice of Oldenburg, but instead called
to‘order ‘the Socialist. members who pro-
tested.

It was .Hohenlohe’s strange, conduct as
much:.as Oldenburg’s -words | that ha\e‘
cauged the sinister imerpretations placed
upon the speech of the latfer. Radicals
and - Socialists in Gérmany are now con-
vinced that the speech was simply a feeier
put forward by the Kaiser who, they fear,
is ‘about to perpetrdte another piece ' of
characteriatic: foolhardiness.”

In any-e¢ase:the incideént *is bound. to
have an . enormous effect. upen forthcom-
ing electiofts. The Socialists have gained
an. enormotis accession of ‘voting power

ing eircujated that a strike of the

; Lminmen m their emdlov is 1mmment |
{ s  absurd.. ‘Tt)is true that the manage- |

have . been. in |

{ ment ‘of the?railroads ‘

| men, and ‘that attempts to arrive at a
| settlement have so'far resulted!in. fail-
ure, ‘but that doés not ‘mean that the

they: will strike; but that,the question |
to be decided §¢ whether or mot-an ap- |
i plication shall be made to the minister
| of labor for the appointment of a board
| of coneiliation under the Lemieux-act.
I Railway strikes are illegal in Canada,
‘ until “grievancest have: been submitted |
to such a board, and.its awdrd has
neen’ deemed unsathfaﬁory to either of
the parties tq- I.he dispute.

? A number of ‘disputes in which rail- |
way .men have'.been " Interested have |
been'  submitteds to  hoards of -
| ciliation under -the Temieux act, and !
i in oiily ope ipstance lias the award of
ithe board been followed by a strike.
{# hat was in.the: case of the Canadian
Pacific: Railway Company’s machinists,
some three -years ‘ago,
stance the company ’

|
\
i
i men +are voting as -to, ‘whether or not‘i
i
|
|
|

They | and “only Tetorned to” work after a | exercise ofrjudicial discretion.
had not been able to follow the reason- |
ing which led to it, especially since public sympathy. not being with ‘them. | should not ‘be enterfained, as nothing |

strike In"which theéy were badly beaten,

1t is'not believed that the trainmen
{ would attempt:to evade the plain lege
ter of rthe law; and that consequently
there'is no fedr:of-a strike being called
-until aftér the ‘grievances have been
submitted ‘fo'a bcard of coneiliation.

—Ihe death occurred on Sunday st
the Si, Joseph’s.. hospital of Thomas |
McCune, after a short illness.  For the:
past’ year he -has -been foHowing <the|
secondshand  business . in this clty. De-
ceased was727 yedrs .of agé.  He. was
born in: Penrith, ,Westmorell.nd. Eas.

! was heard in the Supreme court. The

recently, and the great publicity given to
this_unfortypate. speech. will be the finest
weapon  they have ever possessod
Whoeever Mas responsible for it, wfheiher
it. was the Kaiser himself or Oldenburg |

of' the German Socialists.
1A =
I\OVA SCOTIA APPEAL CASE.
Ottm\a F‘eb 23—The case of the
{ing vs. Buchanan, an' appeal from
‘he Supreme Court of Nova . Scolia,

attorhey-general of Nova Scotia,” on|
information by a relator had insti-|
tuted proceedings on a writ of -quo
warranto' to oust from office’ the schocl
trustees  of a  certain section of the
1r0\ime His application was dis-|
missed “in the courts below, and when
the .case came on ‘appeal -to the \u-'

CO“'E preme Court of Canada, the term of |

affles of the trustees in “questjon hd,d‘
expired. Several objections- were taken |
to the jurisdiction of the court to hear |
the appeal on.the.ground- that no ap- |

i peal lies in a -case af quo.warranto; |
In "that in-!
i

accepted’ the | there could be no appeal; and that the !
for CUnetltutionaM board’s award, ,but- the’ men  refused : ! judgmenis below

that If it be considered a criminal case |

in tie
It was |
case the appeal |

were given

urged’ that in any

but costs could be invalved in the a.p-‘
peal. - The court dismissed the appeal |
Ol -the lagt mentioned ground, but re-

I served the. question of the general costs

i of the appeal.

E‘ KILLED BY EXPLOSIO\‘

New York, Feb. 23.—An oxygen tank

]exploded with terrific force in a gar-

e on 'Sixty-fourth street. Arthur
ormier, .a mechargic, was literally
biown to plece- and his brother Henry

' Mystery Surreunding Tragedy

| men who swindled him out of $16 and !
|fought ovér_the money,

'POLICE USE.CLUBS

office “building.

| women

PROPOSAL REJECTED.

Great Britain Replies to United States |
Secretary of ‘State. |

Washington, D. C.; ‘Feb, .23.—After |
several ~months’ ~ consideration, the |
Pritish rorelgn office  has returned a !
reply that in general terms is unfavor- |
able to Secretary of State Knox’s pro- {
position to clothe” the high court, to |
be created as the result of the interna-'|
tional maritime conference at London, |
with power to arbitrate differences be- |
tween. -the powers signatory to The |
Hague convention.

The nature of the British objections |
cuannot- yet be learned, but it is be-
lieved' that they are not basic, and |
the way may be. opened by subsequent |
negotiations which will clear away cer- |

| tain doubts in the British mind as to
i'the scope of the proposed new

court
that will result'in eventual agreement.

QUARREL OVER MONEY
RESULTS IN MURDER

in Seattle Hotel Has Been
Solved

Seattle, Wash., Feb. 23.—Emil . Caly,
the Russian who teld the police that
the \man “murdered in the Phoenix
hotel Sunday night and the man who
committed the murder, were confidence |

was himself
arrested . yesteday on the charge of
having bound, gagged and robbed |
John B. Smith, ani aged rancher at
Kingston, Kltsap count\ The arrest
clears up both mysteries. Smith w as |
bound, gagged and ‘robbed by three |
Russians . who were;to work for him.
He was rescued a‘ftér 26" hours by a
neighbor,

Caly and .the other two men were
the perpetrators, agcording to the po- !
lice, and the murdergéd man  was prob- |
ably killed in a quarrel over the money
they took .from Smith.

The murdered man has been identi- |
fied as Nikifor Fedefoff by his wife, a |
waltress here, and by friends. ‘

Caly told the police he met the men |
in Tacoma, and came here with them,
that he had mever ‘seen them before
that time, and that' they stole $16 he !
had given them to keep for him,

i
]
i
!
|
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{ a number of Italians, armed with knives, {
| revolvers

{ revolver-to one month’s imprisonment. He
! was in the same gang, last Saturday and
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'AXE; KNIFE AND GUN
USED IN SALOON ROW |,

SEEK

Vancouve
ate Dr.

action in t
purpose of

Italians Find Trouble in Beer feDyaiciag,

(

and Languish in B
Jail

—— - |t

saloon, Yates street, Saturday, in which |
and axes, figured,
Prince. appéared in the
this morning' charged 'with
dangerous looking knife six inches. long. |

Charles
police court

He was remanded after two witnesses had | iving in Vancouver,
been heard and the case will be continued | jng at Toronto and other points Il
| to-morrow.

Stephen Rogers, another of the gang,
was sentenced yesterday for displaying a‘

wais in the bar with the man Prince when

{ in came a third man waving a big axe | city

excitedly and demanding drinks.
the man Prince, who was before the court
this morning, refused to buy for the

When i &

{ crowd the other came at him with the axe |
I raised and was prevented doing damage | B

by his friends. The man who was sen-

! tenced yesterday sald he was charged bw

AND REVOLVERS |

| body

Over Score of Persons Are In- |
jured.in Riots in Phila-
delphia

.

Philadelphia, Feb.
ricters were heaten by the police in a !
riot this afternoon in front of the post-
Police and rioters ex-
revolver shots two ;
were reported injured. The
police used clubs and revolvers in an |
effort to disperse a- mob numbering |
more than 2,500, which was trying to |
wreck street cars. 1

22.—~Scores of !

changed and

—A banquet is to be given on Mon-|
day next by the directors of the Vic-
toria Creamery Association in honor of |
A. G. Snelling, who is giving up the|
management - of the creamery. Mry,
Snelling has been with the association
a number of years aud 18 ‘well knowhn to

s0 seriously in)ured that he may. die,

all the dairymen in the’province.

i time the

| 48 So0On as

| ment made by
{ morning. He

i Albion

Prince who held the knife in his hands
in such a position as to dsive it into his
up to the handle.’ To. save his life
Rogers had drawn a revoiver, by which }
proprietor had arvived with the |

! police, for whom he went and telephoned.

the axe, kiife and revolyer!|
business started. What looked like a very,
seripus row was narrowly averted by the

while Prince is
languishing “until to-morrow, when the
magistrate will hear the remainder of the |
evidence against him. !

The  Italidns are members of the Mill
Bay road gang, according to the state-
Rogers in the box this
said he is foreman on the
into town Saturday on |
the noon train. The gang turned into the
saloon and had got to drinking !
when the man. with the axe arrived and
started trouble. |

A Chinese found in a hovel in Theatre !
alley living in a state of filth was sent to
jail for a month to get time to clean up.
The sanitary officer of the city had turned

work and came

place fumigated.

-“The railway committee h(ld anoth- |
er session this merning over the Co-
mox Railwayv & Logging Company, the
railway end of which 'logging com-
pany's bill is meeting with a good deal
of opposition,

follows:
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