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sant writer sai 1, Liceat perire poetis, when
one of them, in cold blood, is said to have
leaped into the flames of a ‘.,'()‘I'cemc revolu-
tion, Adrdentum friyidus diinumn insiduil,

<] consider such a frolic rather as an unjusti-

fiable poetic Jicence, than as one of the fran-
chises of Parnassus; and whetber he werea
poet, divine, or politician, that chose to ex-
ercise this kind of right, I think that more
wise, because more charitable thoughts,
would urge rather to save the man than to

* _preserve his brazen slippers as the monu-
ment of his folly.

(irom the Dumfrics and Galloway
Courier.)

STATE OF THE COUNTRY—SYMP-
TOMS OF DANGER.

ANx experienced and successful British
merchant, who spanned a few days ago, by
means of a steamer, the hundred and twenty
miles of water, that lie between the mouths
of the Mersey and Nith, was asked on land-
ing, how things continued to move 1o the
south, and replied pretty nearly as follows
* Never betier. Every thing seems to pros-
per more and more; trade is still brisk, and
foreign commerce increasing, as the quarters

revenue will tell by and by; capital is so
abundant that you wonder where it comes

from, or was so long hidden ; new buildings

run up at such a rawe, that the largest towns
seem too small for the population that fills
them : btricklayers, masous, joiners, plaster-

ers, slaters, &e., are in great demand, and
earn excellent wages; between the rural and

manufacturing districts the struggle seems
to be who shall feed or clothe the world
fastest; markets still look up—a proof of 1t-
sell that the great hives of industry were
never busier; in short, I never witnessed
anything like it, as the phrase goes, in my
born days.” Nor is this an isolated or pe-
culiar opinion, but one which is promulgat-
ed by lip and pen, daily and hourly over the
whole country. Another merchant, who
" looks widely around him, with whom we
had a longer conversation, is so impressed
with the abundance of capital, that he de-
clares there 1s an amount of money at pre-
sent afloat seeking investment, that would go
far to discharge the Nuational Debt! Every
scheme that is started, if at all feasible finds

many supporters; and where all is fair and

“above buard, it is down rather than up hill

work, to establish at the end of a few
montns a joint-stock company, with a capi-

= tal of two, three, or four millions sterling.

The profits made in Manchester are calcu-
lated at two millions, one year with another;
that is a sum equal in value to the property
tax charged on the members of the House
of Lords during the war, Our readers have
all heard of the grand junction railway, a
work originally commenced by two distinct
companies, (now o e which will connect,
when completed, the Mersey and the Thames
and bring the two greatest ports in the world
within ten hours travel of one another.—
Till of late, the directorship of this great
company centred chiefly in London, but
fault having been fonnd with this arrange-
1ent, a discussion ensued, in the course of
hich it appeared, that of a capital amount-
ing to five millions sterling, nineteen-twen-
tieths are held by persons residing in Lan-
cashire. A fact like this, literally speaks
volumes as to the growing wealth of certain
districts ; and it is with pain that we add
that divers suspicions have arisen of late
that the system of over credit, is agair at

work, an evil, which uunless checked, ma

lead to consequences for which the public
are but little prepared amidst the dazzling

hey-day of promise that surrounds them.

About eighteen months ago, the writer
when in Manchester, met with a friend who,
in initiating him into the woncers of that
vonderful place, adverted to various bank-
ing companies recently formed, and con-
~ducted for the most part on the Scottish prin-
ciple. 'With the history of these establish-
ments he seemed intimately acquainted,
amount of capital subscribed, number of
thares, &c ; and in frapkly admitting that

_ they had been of great service to the com-
-aunity at large, seemed to dwell on the pos-
sibility of the spirit of competition carry-

ing the parties Leyend proper bounds, in the
shape of credits and accommodations more

'xtended than is consistent with a sound
ind healthy state of things. The sagacity
of the rentatk struck us at the time, and has
viten oceurred to our minds since, and on no
‘ceasion more forcibly than when we read,
+bout a week ago, Mr Robinson’s exposition
- our financial situation, in which, among
~ many suggestions of doubtful propriety,
wach as a war tax in times of peace, he very
properly reminded the public that com-
‘nerce ,bbs as well as flows, and cautioned
~hem against lapsing into error, by suppos-
12 that, prosperons as we seem at present,
ae tide wili always remain at the full. This
;s sonad and wholesome advice, and as re-
-ards joint stock and private banks, we have
+ thousand times wished that Government
had taken the precaution, recommended by
dr Ricardo and Mr Ramsay M'Culloch, of
equiring them to give security for their 1s-
sues by investments ir. the funds, or in some
‘ther way, so as to render their promissary
sotes at all times redeemable. Few can

have yct forgotten the mania of 1829, and
the pauaic that followed. Stlll. we are from
wishing to sound alarm, by instituting the
most distant compar.son between the presens
and past. So long as our manu‘fgct}ners
vork to nrder, and supply lags behind de-
mand, we have one security against sudden
revulsion. At preseut we hear nothing of
shipments 1o South America with grievous
uncertainty of safe returns, but on the con-
trary, much that indicates soundness botn
at home and abroad. Continued peace has
made the nations richer by producing more
and consuming less,—and thrown into chan-
nels motre legitimate much of the '(‘.ﬂplt-'il
that was formerly absorbed by conseriptions
gun-powder and cannon balls. This legacy
which we owe 1o peace, and of which war
can alone deprive us, accounts fer much of
the prosperity we witness at present, and
even if a check should iutervene, we feel a
moral conviction that its effects would be
miticable and easily t orne co:nyargd +0 what
occurred during those gloomy periods when
the fever fit was followed by absolute pros-
tration. Still it i> good to be wise 1n time,
by acting 1n the old and salutary maxim,
of ¢ fore-warned, fore-aamed.” Loudon, in
the commerecial worla, occupies a place not
dissimilar to the Leart in the human body,
and it is singnlar with what exactuess de-
rancement at the extremities is detected by
and tells on the circulation at the centre.—
Accordinols, but a -few days have ‘el:':p.::.ed
since the Jlorning Chroniele alluded to ais-
closures made before the Agricaltural Com-
mittee, which went far to prove that a ten-
dency to overtrading is again visible, taat
certain commodities have riven f;u";‘.f.zwa::::_‘w
in consequence of factlities \-‘,;‘:f(’n would !‘}'c
better spared, and that all Banking estshlich-
ments, to say the least, are not go» erned (
absolute wi Tl i

¢ 2%

;;;LE;;,m. The remaiks of the
Chronicle are well timed, and are ably en-
forced in an article -in the London Courier,
the authorship of which may be unhesitat-
ingly assigned to one of the first economists
of the day.

General Evans has addressed a very inte-
resting letter from Vittoria to Lis constitu-
ents, the electors uf Westminster. In apo-
logising for his absence from Parliamen‘t, he
expresses a hope, that he will be considered
as labourirg in Spain for that cause of re-
form and good government which the eiee-
tors of Westminster . have go strenuous
& Ja eowmimsmiztin:® 3 : 33
:Sa?f:']‘:jl,_;l)sel'»rh, tliat tl;gogz‘.r(ti;ans cf
cient abuses, of whose hostility he had his
full share in Parliament, have pursved him
with increased virulence and mualignity in
the present sphere of his labours.  On the
subject of the insurrection, he states that it
is confined to one fiftieth part of the popula-
tion of Spain, inhabiting a very small dis-
trict which is rendered almost a natural for-
tress by its rocks and woods; that the peo-
ple have long lived under peculiar laws, and
enjoyed privileges unknown to the other in-
habitants ; in particular, a monopoly of
smuggling, extremely injurious to the rati-
onal-treasury, but of which they are excas-
sively tenacious. They are the 1ost frce
but the least enlightened, subjects of the
monarchy ; and they are not so much fight-
ing for Carlos, as for their ancieat usayes,
and their contraband trade. Elsewhere
throughout Spain, he observes, the Queen’s
Government has the confidence of all class-
es, and the nobility and wealthier inhabi-
tants are particularly zealous in its support.
He then adverts to the fadricated accounts
so eagerly circulated Ly the partizans of ab-
soiutism in France and England. * They
say we have experienced a succession of de-
feats ; I say most distinetly that we have
not suffered the slightest check.” The
Queen’s army is now operating on the princi-
ple of a blockade; it has been gradually
hemming in the rebels within narrower
boundaries ; it has taken and fortifiea above
twenty viliages, and dispossessed the enemy
of four thousand square miles of territory.
The rebels, he says, are becoming tired of
the privations attending the contest, and
with the force now provided by tbe govern-
meat, he anticipates the complete success of
the Queen’s case at ro distant date. Oa the
subject of the sickness in the British Legion
he shews from Colonel Napiers Historyt that
the proportion of sick was much greaer at
various periods in the Duke of Wellingtor’s
army, amounting to more than a third, and
on some occasions exceeding one half of the
whole number of men

»
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RovaL Sociery.—We understand that Go-
vernment now have under consideration the
expediency of relieving the Royal Society of
Edinburgh from the difficuljies under which
it has been labouring for svme years in con-
sequence of hLaving to pay above £300 per
annum in rent and taxes for the apartment it
occupies i a public building, a sum which
absorbs nearly the whole funds which should
be applied to printing the transactigns and
to promoting scientific enquiries. We are
no friends to lavish pecuniary grants, even
to well managed institutions; but we think
it but fair that the Royai Society of Edin-
burgh should be put on the same footing in
respect to apartments as the Royal and other
Societies in London and Dublin, and that

when men of science are willing to give

ble tract of the north-west of Ireland. A

the public the fruits of their labours at
their own expense, the public mak(s an ad-
vantageous bargair. in contributing a place
of meeting, or the means of obtaining one.
It ought not to be forgotten that it was ir

‘the bosom of this Society that Hutton, Hall

and Playfair, promulgated these Geological
doctrines, which have since” been general-
ly adopted by the great majority of scien-
tific inquirers throughout Lurope. 1t has
been the want of means and not deficiency
in zeal or knowledge, which has preventea
their successors from diligently cultivating
that fertile and instructive field which their
country offers, and which would amply re-
pay the labour to be bestowed on 1t by fur-
nishing new facts 1o science, and mcrf-ased_
products to industry. The management of
the Society is in the hands of men whose
names are well known in the scientific world
Sir Thomas Macdougall Brisbane being pre-
sident, Mr Robison, son of the late distin-
guished Professor of Natural Philosophy 1n
the University of Edinburgh, Secretary,
and Lord Glenlee, Sir David Brewster, Mr
Thomas Thomson, and Dr Abercrombie be-
ing among the office bearers.

The Irish are accustomed to glut the Bri-
tish markets with their grain and provisions
in the winter; and find every now fand then
that in consequence cf the want of poiatoes
they must re-umport their produce at the
cost of the British Government. 1t appeacs
from the following statement from the
Merning Chronicle, that a dreaaful pros-
pect is presented this season frem the late-
ness of the Spring an early crop of potatoes
cannot be anticipated :— -

* Famine threatens to waste a considera-

A
deficiency of the potatoe crop cccurred last
year in many places, and the general supply

T

of the whole couvntry 1s said to be scant and
inadequate ; but in some districts along that
coast an almost totul frilure was experienced
insomuch that the store of the poor people
is already exhausted. We understand that
a population of fourteen thousand, in a
mountain tract by the coast fof Donegal, are
now in absolute want of food, many of thew
being reduced to one meel of potatoes with
salt in tane twenty four hours. There are
oihers stiil worse off than these; if the En-
glish reader can belicve that any human be-
ings, living under the protection of Eritish
laws, cen be in 2 worse condition than to be
f\!),"":‘n"“r)(l Far woat nf rthow oa-’.“gl";,ﬂ\{fy 6>
mix their esanty meal of potatoes with salt
water! Yec there is

*¢ Beneath this lowest deep, a lower deep.”
The same distriet contains wreiches in com-
parison with whose lot even that hog’s mess
of potatoes and sali water might be account-
ed a luxury.—For so utterly destitute are
they, that their only food—if we may so
abuse the term ac fo apply it to garbage ta-
ken into the stomach, not for sustenance,
but to prevent absolute inanition— is bdoiled
seaweed ! Disease has come to aggravate
the horrors, ahd tyhphus fever, the sure at-
tendant upon every visitation of the kind

kas struck down the enfeebled bLodies of

many of the sufferers. :
“In Sliga, also, the fcod of the poor is
exhausted ; fand the price of potatces has
risen far above the abiiity of any poor man
to procure them in suff cient quantities even
for his individual subsistsnce. They are so
high as fourteen pence a stone! And a'la-
bourer’s daily hire, to those who are so sin -
gularly fortunate as to obtain employment,
rarely exceeds eight pence, or little more
than the price of half a jstone of potatoes.—
But for one man in that part of Ireland who
1s employ ed, there are at least three who
have no opportunity of earning a farthing.
All these hase families of children crying to
them for food; and what is to §become of
them during the next three months? It is
really heart sickening to think of them.”

TRADE WITH CHINA. .
(EFrom the Globe)

In speaking of recent manifestations of
sentiment as to our actual relations with
China, from the parties chiefly interested in
that newly-opened region of commerce, we
alluded more particularly to the memcrials
lately presented to government from the
Manchester, Liverpool, and Glasgow mer-

‘chants, and the petition to His Majesty (ot

earlier cate, 9th Dec., 1834) from the resi-
dent English traders at Canton, and which
was also sigred by all the commanders of
the East India Company’s ships who revisit-
ed Canton after tne opening of the trade, and
by several other commanders and traders.
The Marchester memoralists sets forth.—
‘“That the trade with China appears to be
capable of great extension, and of increased
advantage to this country. '
It affords employment for nearly one
hundred thousand tons of British shipping.
¢ It affords a market for the manufactares
of this country to a large and rapidlv in-
creasing amount, and for the productions of
our Indian possessions to the extent, it 1s be-
lieved, of upwards of three millions sterling
per aunum, which enables our Indian sub-
Jects to consume our manufactures on a large
increased scale. -

“ That no country presents to us the basis

. S
| moment whenever they nmay be desirous

of a more legitimate and mutually advanta-
geous trade than China; for the productions
of that country are as admirably suited wo
our wauts and necessities, as ours are to
theirs. The returns which China presents
to us for these large imports from Great Bri-
tain and India are principally teas and raw
silk. ‘T'hat the value of raw silk imported
from China exceeds cne million of pounds
sterling per annum, the wants of which
would greatly paralyse a most important and
rapidly growing manufacture.” -

The Liverpool East India Association re-
present to Lord Melbourne ** the unprotect-
ed state in whizh the extencive trade between
this country and China 1s placed, especially
since the failure of the mission of the late
Lovd Napier." ‘ _

“ This trade labours under two great evils,
from which arise the most of the other griev-
ances by which it is oppressed: First, the
imposition, by the Canton local officers, of
unauthorised and arbitrary duties greatly ex-
ceeding the established tariff ; and secondly,
the restriction of the trade to ten or twelve
Chinese, under the name of Hong merchaats,
most _of whom are in embarrassea circum-
stances. 'To these Hong merchants, all im-
ports must be passed for sale wholly out of
the owners custody and control,jand while
they thus monopolize the trade of British
subjects, they are invested with the incon-
sistent power of governing them, unader tae
plea that Europeans are a barbarous and de-
grades race, unfit to be placed within toe
pale of Chinese law, aud therefore not (o
be allowed to approach the tribunals and cs-
tablished authorities of tne couatry. Lten e
resuits a systematic denial [of justice, oc-

ed by zn endless train of wrongs
abilities, which greatly hinder the
srogress of the o, which thoy
assume the right to suspend entirely 2t any
i

J
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their irregular proceedings

The Glasgow East lndia Association 'sul-
mit to his Lordship—

“ That it would oe of inecloulable
fit to this country, and te our lIndian j
sessions, were it practicable to usemean:
establishing such a treaty of amity and cc
merce as woald remove thef disady
under which at presert the trade

the priviiege forimerly possessac
to Amoy, and other parts on the
uf Glrvia.

“ Your memorialists presume fzrthsr to
“suggest to your Lordship, that, yfailing a ca-
tizfactory arrangement with Chinese Govern-
ment, it would be of the greatest advantage
to British Trade in that part of the world,
where his Majesty’s Government to obtain
one or more of the islands near to China, =s
an emporium for carrying on commerce ree
from the exactions, control or annoyance of
the Chinese Gevernment.”

“If Creat biritain,” sers Mr Holman,

(Travels, vol. iv.) “ were -o take possession
of Macao, garricen i i
frcm Deneal, and dec
vould be one of the mos
in the East.” Here, however, weagain acre
with Mr Matheson, in thinking that this in-
[ telligeat traveiler has been mis-inforniad,
considering the humiliating tenuve on which
Macao is held trom the Chiense, and fts-want
of a suitable anchorage for fany but wessels
of the smaller class. If an island is taken
possession of, it should be in a central situ-
ation—Chusan, for iustance, as suggested by
Sir J. Urmston, formerly chief of the com-
pany’s factory.”

Then, indeed, procceds Mr Mathson,
might we'fhope to see it become one of the
most flourishing places in fhe East; < for,”
as Mr Holman says, ‘ the Chinese are so
fond of smuggling, that they would not hesi
tate to treat with foreigners if they could be
assured of receiviug protection ; and there
is'no doubt that they would use those arts of
bribery with their own countrymen, which
would be necessary to promote their own
ends, and} which are so irresistible to the
equivocal integrity of the Chinese. By
these means, therefore, there is not a doubt
that a very extensive and productive trade
might be established with China, and ver
impGrtant advantages secured to Ithe British
nation. When these facts are so self evi-
dent, it is wonderful that some measures
have not been taken to secure the commerce
and to protect the merchants from the in-
sults and obstacles which are now ccmplain-
ed of, as well as to lower the bullying and
imperative tone which the Chinese at present
think fit to adopt in ail their mercantile
transactions.”

native troous
a frée port, it

NAVARRE AND BISCAY.

The Navaresse and Basques are the fre-
est people in Spain ; and they are, Ipethaps,
the more sttached to their rights and privi-
leges, from their facilities of cbserving the
enslaved condition of their neighbouring
countrymen. Instead of heavy duties and
direct taxation, they pay, of their own free
will, a subsidy fixed by themselves, towards
the expense of Government; and while a
Castilian or an Andalusiaa 1s sent in chains
to be shut up in a fortress of Africa, for be-
ing found with a few pounds of tobacco, a

Biscayan may traverse the king's highway

.
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