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OUR FRIENDS BUSY AGAIN

Well, well, here we are agaln. The
Cénadian National Railways have is-
sued another map. The International
Rotary Convention is to be held in To-
ronto in June. The Canadian National
paturally wants the business. Hence
the series of red lines in the midst of
a group of lovely pictures of places
easily reached by excursionists from
Toronto. The red lines begin at Chi-
cago in the west and end at Quebec in
the east, running north to Cobalt and
Cochrane. For the purposes of this

“ map, west of Ontario and east of

Quebec do not exist, although in &
list of agencies of the c. N. R, for
the benefit of ticket buyers, Moncton
and Halifax are mentioned. St. John is
net named. Among great trains men-
tioned are The Ocean Limited and
Maritime Express, “between Montreal

and Halifax.” St. John, being on a,

branch line, no doubt, is not worthy
of mention; although we are told that
“T'oronto is easy of access from all
points on the North American con-

tinent, and can be reached by Cana-
dien National-Grand Trunk Railway |

gystem directly or by connecung lines
from such centres of the United States
as Portland, New London, Boston,
New York, Philadelphia, Buffalo, Nia-
gara Falls, Detroit, Port Huron and

Chicago.”
éportland,” “New London,”—where

have we heard those names before? Abs "g¢ gohn o........... 7,818 9,195
yes—they are winter ports of the predericton .......... 1,870 1,800
C.N. R : {Moncton ..... Ll 188 8,563
It would not be fair to say there 1S gy gtephen ........... 485 575
no mention of St. John in this elabors. aptown . ......... 361 324
ately pictured appeal. If the VISItOT wyooqstock ........... 666 783
decides to travel east there are “the Marpsville ..ooovennes 323 303
great ports of St. John and HalifaX, cpmpheliton ......... 575 . 894
ihe latter resting under the Wing of & cpapham oLl 799 912
mighty fortress, jealously = guarding sroweastle ............ 467 682
Canada’s Atlantic Gateway.” Sussex ... e B 5385
ot one of Canada’s Atlantic gate- gi  Andrews ......... 214 244,
nyl, mind you—but the only one gpegige ... ......... 269 400
Halifax should be “tickled pink” BY gocpyille ............. 450 669
the compliment, and doubtless St. John g4 George ... ... cvoes 225 254
should be grateful that it is mentioned Grong Falls ... o 819 48
at all. l The figures for Devon show 3832 in

A COKING PLANT

The announcement in The Times-
Star yesterday, that a syndicate has
engineers making a survey with the
intention, if reports are satisfactory,
of establishing in St. John & plant for
the production of coke and the by-
rroducts of coal, gives rise to the hope
that this industry may soon be created.
St. John is admirably Jocated for such
a plant, whose products would be sent
through the provinces. Many St. John
people discovered during the past win-
ter that coke was an excellent substi-
tute for American anthracite. There
is also a good market in these provinces
for the by-psodicts of coal. Since it
is possible to establish a plant here
with both rail and water connections,
gnd since there are great deposits of
suitable coal in the Minto fields in ad-
dition to the Nova Scotia supply, the
conditions would seem to be especially
favorable for the industry. The syndi-
cate has evidently been impressed by
these facts. It is said the plant would
cost $2,000,000 or more, and it would
give employment to many people. If
it .should be decided to proceed with
flie work this year, the construction of
the plant would call for much labor.

St. John has been losing some in-
dustries, more especially those con-
nected with lumber. It needs others to
tuke their places. The attention of the
should be centred on industrial
A great manufacturing
plant is a great asset, but numerous
smwall ones have their merits and add a
great deal, in the aggregate, to the
work provided and wages

citizens
possibilities.

amount of

peid.
There is a better feeling abroad as

the spring season opens up. It needs
to be encouraged and stimulated by
ccnstructive actlon, There were those
who ‘mocked “when it was proposed to
erect a sugar refinery here. There were
mockers of the hotel project. Let the
mockers ceasg, and every citizen be-
comes a booster for St. John.
—

NEW BRUNSWICK SCHOOLS

M}e schools, more teachers and
more pupils—that is the record of the
public schools of New Brunswick for
the school year 1922-23, as revealed in

the annual report of Dr. W. S. Carter,'w_'

Chief Superintendent.

The total number of pupils in at-
tendance during the year was 78,758. |
This was one in every five or there-
abouts of the population, according to!
the census of 1911. The total expendi-|
ture for the year was $2,674,376.84,

~“,~Tnade up as follows:—

By districts ....c.cceeeees $2,083,391.48
County funds ....... veees - 204,102.83
Provincial grants ....cc..0 886,882.53

ol el §2,674,876.84

“In the years 1917 to 1918 the supply
of teachers in the province was about
four hundred short. Last year ‘the sup-
ply: was nearly equal to the demand,
and the result-was an increase of 71,500
in the school enrolment. The Normal
School attendance is now a record one, .
s0 that the problem of gettipg enough
i~ solved. The 'minimum

tomanls sea

{salary has greatly helped, and it is
noted that some who had left the pro-
fession have retirned to it because
there is a better opportunity to get a
living‘ wage. No local licenses have
been issued this year.

Dr. Carter notes that many of the
high schools are overcrowded, and he
does not recall any year in which more
school houges have been built or
planned. It is nevertheless a regrettable
fact that so small a proportion of
pupils go through the high school
course, Only 8,243 children over fifteen
years were in the public schools in the
first term of last year, and 8,965 in
the second. The problem is to provide
such a course of instruction as will
keep a larger number of pupils who
have passed the common school grades
in attendance for a longer period. M-
viously vocational training is 1A
and especially in the cities and towns.

It is to be noted that the percen:age
of average attendance of pupils al
school has improved. It had failen from
1915 to 1918, being only 67 in the
December term of the latter year, but
in ‘1922 had risen to 74.47. An inter-
esting table compares the enrolment in
cities and towns simce 1918. Taking
the December term in St. John we find
that the enrolment in 1913 was 7,818,
and in 1923 had increased to 9,195.
Selecting these two terms for compari-
| son we find:—
| 1913-14 192223

| 1017 and 394 last year. Those for
| Bathurst show 378 in 1920 and 407 in
11922 and Edmindston 463 and 679.
i.’l‘he figures for Campbellton for' De-
i'cember term 1922 did not do justice
| to the town, as it had en enrolment
' of 1,190 in December, 1921 and 1,098 a
| year before. It will be observed in
' looking over the above list that some
towns have grown while some have
added very little to their school enrol-
ment in ten years, and two show a
loss,

A very. interesting table, and one
which vcxplains why it is not as diffi-
cult to get teachers as it was a few
years ago, is that showing the average
salaries of teachers as compared with
that of ten years ago. It is as fol-
lews:—

|

Class 1913 1923 Increase
Grammar
SChool: Lvv.vo. $1,104.20 $2,103.62 $999.42

Superfor school.
1st class, male.

723.70 1,333.33 609,63
854.48 1,449,564 604.06

2nd clags, male 374.94  808.80 _433.86
3rd class, male. 284.92 531.80 246.88
ist class, female 418.92  996.17 577.25
2nd ‘class female 308.02  785.94 4f7.42
3rd class female 239.17  561.85 822.8.

It will not be contended that salaries
are too high. When we consider. the
value of the work the teachers per-
form, and that they get so little prac-
tical assistance from parents or Parent-
‘Teacher Asssoclations, it must be con-
' ceded that they deserve more rather
! than less remuneration. The propor-
| tion of malegteachers is still very small.

Of 2,201 teachers .employed; including
| 99 assistants, 190 were male and 2,101
i females.

There is still a very large proportion
of ungraded ‘schools in the province.
During the first term of 1922-23 there
were 140 graded schools in operation,
and 1,228 ' ungraded schools. The
former, however, had an enrolment
3,687 greater than the latter. In this
connection it is interesting to note the
number of districts having a claim
upon the poor aid for the school year
1924-25. Fhey are as follows:—Albert
County, 12; Carleton, 12; Charlotte,
21; Gloucester, 65; Kent, 57; Kings,
84; Madawaska, 87; Northumberland,
|87; Queens, 41; Restigouche, 13; 8t.
. John County, 7; Sunbury, 16; Victorla,
11; Westmorland, 9; York, 8. This
makes a total of 880. It is explained
that districts having a valuation of
$12,000 and under are rated poor; those
$8,000 and under one-third poor, and
those between $8,000 and $12,000 one
guarter poor. The amount apportioned
from the County Fund to poor dis-
tricts 'last year was $12,989.79.

It is gratifying to note that there
has been an increase .in the number
of pupils taking the high-school course.
In the term ended December 1908-4
there were 1,801 students in high school
ond in the liké term last year 8,315.
This, however, compared with the
total school attendance, is not a satis-
fuctory showing.

Dr. Carter makes & very interesting
comparison of the cost of schools in
the province and in St. John in 1912-18
and 1922-23. The cost to the province
in the former year was $1,000,384, and

schools for the deaf and blind. In St.I
Jchn the anptal expenditure in the
former period was $250,484, and in the
latter $539,282, while the bonded in-|
debtedness for schools increased from
§£69,000 to $1,108,500. To bring it down
to a simple statement, the schools of
St. John cost $2,700 per day.

The annual report from which these
facts and figures have been gleaned
contains much other interesting infor-
mation, which may be made the sub-
ject of another reference. i
E——

Our friends in Moncton are not let-
ting the world forget their enterprising
city. In the Financial Post we ﬂudl
this advertisement attractively dis-
played :—*“Manufactirers and Distri-
butors should consider Moncton, N. B,
the ideal manufacturing and distrl-
buting centre of the Maritime Prov-
inces; the railway hub of the Eastj
convenient to ocean ports the year
round, giving excellent service to_Ncw—
toundland, Bermuda and the West In-
dies. Apply to: Advertising and In-
dustrial Committee, Moncton, N. B”

Press Comment

.

HERE'S A TEST.

(Ottawa Citizen,)
Mr. Leader, Progressive member for
Portage La Prairie, is to move that the
Government take steps to reduce the

indemnities and salaries pald to min-
isters of the crown by 12% per cent.
When the vote is taken there will be a
perfect test of how genuine is the par-
liamentary belief in “economy” by
cutting staffs and reducing salaries.

ONTARIO'S AIRCRAFT INVEST-
MENT.

(Ottawa Citizen.)
The Ontario Government is evi-
dently impressed with the urgent
necessity of conserving the forest
wealth of this province. It is an-
nounced that 13 aeroplanes have been
purchased for fire patrol work in the
timber areas. They are to be used also
in an extensive forest survey. Timber
concessions are to be checked up and
preliminary information upon which to
base a policy of reforestation is to be
gathered.
The aircraft fleet should prove to be
a profitable investment. Last year, fire
b#rnt over 2,120,000 acres in this prov-
ince, much of it timber land. With a
more efficient fire prevention service,
which a well-organized airctaft patrol
will give, the cost of the aeroplane fleet
should soon. be saved to the province.
Cheaper aeroplanes are being de-
signed and it is possible that some of
the larger timber companies will them-
selves. invest in modern machines so
soon as & standard design is produced.
The Provincial Governmen* might per-
haps have been better advised to build
up the fire patrol fleet gradually, in-
stead of buying so many machines at
once. But the answer is that the need
is urgent. Many large industries are
dependent upon the maintenance of the
province’s forest resources.
s

LEAGUE OF NATIONS.

- (Mail and Empire.)
It is & common criticism of the
League of Nations that, despite its
influence and in some cases’ its strong
endeavors much has happened in
Europe as if the strong hand still pre-
vailed in the settlement of differences
between nations. In her measures to
collect' reparations from Germany,
France has not lived up to the coven-
ant of the League, to which she is a
subscriber. Italy, in her dealings with
Greece, refused to be constrained by
her obligations as a member of the
League. These and other disappoint-
ments tend to make people forgetful of
the very substantial services to the
peace and restoration of Europe that
have been rendered by the League,
notably in the settlement of di.putes
between Germany and Poland, in the
obtaining of financial aid for Austria,
and in the easing of the situation in
Hungary. Surely nobody expected that
the moral authority of the League
would become fully recognized and es-
tablished in a few years. Long time is
required’to build up a formidable mili-
tary' power, and equally long time
must be taken to build up an organiza-
tion of equal potency for peace.
Though some 60 nations now belong to
it, the League does not yet include the
United States. That is a great lack.
Its use for the prevention of war would
be immensely increased were that great
power a member.

1t is not, however, by ‘dding nation
to nation that the League is to be made
the security -against war that it was
designed to be. The energlzing power
of the League must be publie apinion.
When public opinion in the several
constituent countries has been devel-
oped to the anti-war pitch, the League
can then say that its objects have be-
come attainable,
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Make your home pleasant by

eliminating dust and dirt with
an ELECTRIC CLEANER.

et

“Riectrically at your service”

in the latter $2,657,046. This did not
include the university, vocational, ele-
mentary, agriculture, health, and

LOVE'S LANTERN,

(By Joyce Kilmer.)
Because the road was steep and long
And through a dark and lonely land,
God set upon my lips a song
And put a lantern in my hand.

Through miles on weary miles of night
That stretch relentless on my way

My lantern burns serene and while,
An unexhausted cup of day.

O golden lights and lights like wine,
How dim your boasted splendors are.
Behold this iittle lamp of mine;
It is more starlike than a star!

LIGHTER VEIN

Unafraid
Landlady (to new boarder)—'Don’t

| be afraid of the bacon.”

Boarder—*“I won’t. I seen a piece
twice as big as this and never got
scared.”

Won't Hurt Him a Bit
Coach—*“You can’t go in swimming
on a full stomach.”
Freshman—*“If you'll only let me go,
coach, Ill swim on my back.”

Nom de Plume

Dorothy—“What is the name of .that
handsome prisqner?”

Guard—“No. 2206, Miss.”

Dorothy—“How funny! But, of
course, that is not his real name.”

Guard—*‘Oh, no, Miss! That’s just
his pen name.”

Night Shirts

“Hello, Jim, I hear you’re working in
a shirt factory.”

“Yes, I am.”

“Well, why aren’t you working to-
day?” g :

“QOh, ye're making night shirts this
week.”

: Cheated
Kind Old Lady—“Why are you cry-
ing, my boy?”
Boy—*Pa fell downstairs.”
Kind Old Lady—“Well, don’t cry;
he’ll be all right soon.”

saw nuthin’.”

Moneyed Men i
“Can you direct me to the First
National Bank?”

don’t work for nawthin’ in this town.”

The Last Floored Her

Willie—“Mamma, will ] you answer
just one more question, then I won’t
bother you any more?”

Mother—“All right, then, what is
P " i

Willie—Why is it that the little fish
don’t drown before they learn to

swim?”

Boy—“Yes, I know; but my sister
saw him fall all the way, and I never

I kin for a quarter. Bank directors

ASK KINDERGARTEN
TRAINING SCHOOL

The matter of the establishment of
a training school for kindergarten
teachers was discussed at the meeting
‘of the Free Kindergarten Association
 yesterday afternoon in the Board of
| Trade rooms with Mrs. Allan G. Me-

Avity, president, in the chair. The
association had been in communica-
tion with Mrs. F. A. Robinson, former
supervisor of the kindergartens, who
conducted a training school successful-
ly a short while ago in St. John. It
was decided to write to Mrs. Robinson
again asking whether if a guarantee
of a certain enroliment could be given,
she would undertake the school once
more.

The finances were reported in a
| satisfactory condition. Two gifts were
acknowledged., A friend had sent $10
for music books. The second gift
consisted of seven drésses. There are
always some cases of great need found
among the children.

Mrs. H. H. Pickett gave the report
of the educational committee telling
of the improved attendance since the
weather moderated and less sickness
amongst the children.

UNDERTAKE TO ASK
MONEY FOR Y. W.C. A.

The Young Women’s Christian Asso-
| ciation goes behind at the rate of ubout
[ $700 or $800 each month and the finan-
cial statement presented to the friends,
members and club girls, has been mat-
ter of serious consideration. The
mothers of the gymnasium girls are
undertaking to send out the plea for
contributions which has been prepared.
At a meeting of the mothers last night
Mrs. W. J. Angus explained the finan-
clal situation and Miss Hoyt the Trav-
elers’ Aid. .

FOLEYS

PREPARED

FIRECLAY

FOR LINING
YOUR OWN

STOVE

CIVIC EMPLOYEE
GAINS NINE POUNDS

Fornd That Dreco Heloed
Where Other Medicines
Failed and Recommends It
Highly.

Mr. Anable Landry, of 123 Dresden

Row, is well known in Halifax, as an
employee of the Public Gardens Com-
mission.

“My stomach is all better and 1 have
a splendid appetite,” says Mr. Landry.
“] can eat anything I want now and
have no more headaches or dizzy
spells. . I sleep well at night and am no
longer troubled with indigestion.

“] took all kinds of medicine but
Dreco has them all beaten. It actual-
ly does the work. My rheumatism is
all gone too, and I feel better in every
way than I have for years.”

Dreco being made from the medicinal
juices of herbs, bark, roots and leaves
has prompt and natural action on the
bowels, and pleasantly
constipation even of long standing.

Those in need of a reliable tonic will
find wonderful help in Dreco. *'Get a
bottle today. It contains no mercury,
potash or habit forming drugs or other
harmful ingredients.

Dreco is being specially introduced
in St. John by Ross Dﬂ,g Co., 100
King St, Moore's Dt$ Store, 3105
Prince Edward St., F. W, Muaro, 357
Main St, and in West St. John by
‘Watson R. Dunlop. It is also sold in
Faigville by T. H. Wilson, and by a
good druggist everywhere.

overcomes

CANADIAN PACIFIC CRUISES.

The Canadian Pacific Railway will
run a cruise around the world in 1925.
The magnificent Empress of France
will leave New York on January 27th,
and, after circling the globe, will- re-
turn via the Panama Canal, reaching
the home port on June Ist.

The Canadian Pacific will also oper-

’;atc a Mediterranean cruise by the
| Empress of Scotland, leaving - New

York Ferbruary 9th, and steamer will
return to Southampton April 14th,
which will enable patrons to spend
| several weeks on the Continent, if de-
sired, before sailing on one of the
liners to the St. Lawrence.

The date of the annual cruises to
the West Indies will shortly be an-
nounced.

All information relative to these
cruises may be obtained through any
of the many agencies of the Canadian
Pacific Railway. .

| e —

allowance.

—————————

WITHOUT MEDIC
You can have a Policy of $2,000 without medical
examination with a double indemnity (

case of death by accident.
For sample rate, ages 15 to 45, ask

$4,000) in
Also total disability

T. R. S. Smith, Provincial Manager, St. John, N. B.

EXCELSIOR
INUNCE _, COMPANY
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MURESCO WAL

ful wall -coatingf.
Write or call

EMERSON

0000000000000 0DODO s o

Walls Beautiful
AND HEALTHFUL

other important consideration in the use of
CQATING, for you can apply it yourself. Just
add hot water, mix it thoroughly, take your brush and go ahead.
Muresgo spreads evenly, shows no brush marks, and the

DECORATIVE POSSIBILITIES ARE ALMOST UNLIMITED

Muresco comes in & large range of lovely tints end in snow-white.
1t is cheaper than ordinary paint or wall paper and forms a health-

: for a Muresco Color Card.

& FISHER, LTD.
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The Webb Electric Co.,

Phone M. 2152 91 Germain St.




