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British Withdrawing
From Ypres Sector

Retrograde Movement Pivoting
- on Wytschaete Region

Successful Counter

Attack There—Un-

‘official Word Says Germans Have Ad-
vanced to St. Eloi and Have Footing
. On Mount Kemmel

With the Ypres salient in southwestern Belgium met aced
by the continued advance of the Gernlans on the Lys battle-
front, immediately to the south, the British have begun to
withdraw from this advanced line. °

Today’s official report from Field Marshal Haig’s head-
quarters announces that is at least a partial withdrawal from

the Ypres scector.

The British forward positions east of Ypres have been

given up and a new line to the west occupied. The with-
drawal was carried out in perfect order without enémy inter-

ference. :
Apparently the

retrograde movement is pivoting on the Wytschaete sector,

where London today reports a successful 'counter-attack carried out upon the
Germans, who yesterday captured the ttown of Wytschaete, near the highest

point of the Messines Ridge, and who

presumably pushed out somewhat beyond

the town. They are unofficially reported, indeed, as having advanced to St. Elot,

a mile and a half north of Wytschaete,
six miles directly south of Ypres.

BACK TO LINE OF YEAR AGO?

two miles west of Hollebeke, and about

/

St. Bloi is on the old battle fine as it existed before the Beitish began their
offensive last year, taking Messines Ridge and later pushing on and gradually
abmbhgaﬂdﬁehssch@h&%g&tbcmﬂnuﬂnﬁdmsm to; the

northeast,
© This may

be ‘ac indicstion that the-British reticement is o the fine of the.

spring of 1937, aithough such 2 withdrawal would include the abandonment
of the entire Passchendacle ‘position as well 43 the Messines Ridge ares, from

the greater part of which they have b
* leave the town of Ypres, however, still

een driven in the present battle, It would
in British hands, w kS

There séems no danger at present of a retirement on any. such large scale

as this on the northern
: syccesses. The fine as

b 2 fig

‘munications
westerly sector of the Lys battlé front.
here, as has

end of the Franco-Belgian line as the result of the

a whole appears likely to.

commisni - support it. Apparentiy tha?ueudﬁgd these ’ﬁf
had been provided for by the massing of large forces in the morth-

fint failway jtnction about four miles beyond the: point -of .-
s westwatrd, near Nieppe Wood, six miles southwest of

feul. A British counter-attack last night indicated the strength of the British

fine in

. town of §
to’ the northeast they are reported to be
height which dominates the situation in

teren, a mile and a half wes

vital sector. It resulted in the driving of the Germans from - the

t of Batlleul, which they had entered.

ns are still hammering the British line north of Bailleul, while

close to Mount Kemmel, the towering
this sector. The British now seem able

to. deal with them along the Bailleul-W ytschaete line, however, and the repulse
of repeated attacks with terrific losses to the enemy in the Batileul sector is re-

The present attack in' Flaaders doe

¢ 1}
s not seem to have diverted material

British reserves from the Somme battle field as the Germans apparently expeéted,
and such operations as are occurring to the southward from Arras reveal the
British in strength on this battle front where the main German effort must in-
evitably be exerted. The British fast night counter-attacked opposite Boyelles

and drove parties of Germans who had
completely restoring the line,
MORE SERIOUS. ,

London, April 17—According to an

entered the British trenches yesterday

Exchange Telegraph despatch from Paris,

" the Germans have advanced from Wytschaete as far as’ St. Eloi, and also have
& grip on the southern l.lopu of Mount Kemmel,

RETIRE FROM YPRES POSITIONS.

London, April 17—The British posi tions before Ypres have been withdrawn

to a new line,

The Beitish bave recaptured Meteren, on the northern battle front, by a

counter-attack,

South of Arras the Germans were driven out of British trenches into which
they had forced their way. Early this morning the German artillery became more

active south of the Somme,

The British made a successful counter-attack in the neighborhood of Wyt-

schaete.  Repeated German attacks nor
m-nsz suffering heavy losses:

th of Bailleul were repulsed, the Ger-

French Report,

He WATTER OF TILES

Bonar Law Says it is Not Intended
te Limit to Three Successive
Holders

London, April 16—(Via Reuter’s Ot-
tawa Agency)—In the House of Com-
mons, King, Liberal, member for Som-
erset north, affirmed that there was a
following in the British colonies in
France and the United States and all
democratic countries against hereditary
privileges and titles. He said this had
recently been strongly expressed, espec-
folly in ‘Canada and the United States.
Mr. King asked whether legislation
would be introduced providing for the
limitation of peerages and baronets to
three successive holders. :

A. Bonar Law replied in the negative.

Mr. King—“Is it not a new policy to
make a hereditary title in a family-ex-
clusively domiciled in the colonies ?’

Bonar Law—*“It is not a new policy.
No title has-been conferred except with
the knowledge and approval of the prime
minister concerned.”

DEATH OF THOS. McMULLEN.

The death of Thomas McMullen oc-
~arred early this morning after a brief

ness. He was the only son of Patrick
and Mary McMullin of 68 St. Patrick
street. He leaves four sisters, Mrs. J. G.
Burke of this city, Misses Annie, Alice
and Edith at home. The funeral will be
on Friday afternoon. The sympathy of
many friends goes out to the family.

GRASS FIRE
The North End fire apparatus was
called out this' afternc®it to extinguish
a grass fire just beyond the bridge on
the Adelaide road. The fire was soon
put out

ing occurred last night on the principal
battle fronts, between the Somme and
the Oise. The war office statement fol-
lows:

“On the front between the Somme and
the Oise there was great activity of the
artillery on both sides, and patrol en-
counters occurred.

“The French carried out several raids,
especially southwest of Butte Du Mesnil,
|in the region of Tahure and north of

!\;n: ofB:l.ilm m*ans an -

| force: & decision.

Paris, April 17—Heavy artillery fight--

1

LONDON PRESS
N THE GRATY
OF STUATON

Securiti'of the Ypres Salient
vlln'lpetiued. Says Mail

SHOULD WTHORAN THEE?

Graphic Says Ypres and Passchen-
daele Should be Given up to
Aveid Risk of Being Cut Of
and Ferced to Surrender— Times
Says Serious Matter is Bringing
of Fresh D.visions/fron Russia

London, April 17—There is no inclina-
tion here to minimize, the seriousness, of
the loss of Bailleul and the possibility
ﬂ‘l?t it may "be lead to the necessity of
evacuating Ypres and Passchendaele.

‘Under the heading “they still ad-
vance,” the Daily Mail says that up to
this time in théir advance the Germans
have been in marshy ground. Yesterday
they captured the first of the important
ridges by storming Wytschaete, being
aided by the fall of Bailleul, and thus
“the security of the Ypres salient, so
long the bulwark of our left and touched
.yvltn such- immortal memories to us, is
imperilled.”

_The Daily Graphic thinks it would be
wise to withdraw the British troops from
Ypres and Passchendaele “to avoid the
risk of their being cut off and compelled
40 surrender,” It c”ﬁ@‘ﬁsii.:;".’rh‘t the

{

by the
S s S
she s exhiausting herself in order to

Correspondents on the front say the
Germans have used up 120. of their 200
divisions in the west and have been ‘able
to bring another two divisions from
ngf‘i:.

ese unpleasant reverses: must be
facefl steadily,” says the Times. “Their
significance - must  neither be minimized
nor exaggerated. Far more serious than
the loss of ground is the revelation of'
the growing weight of the German!
pressure. - g

“We hear far too much of the enemy’s
losses, mistakes, difficulties and of their

particular days and not half enough
about the serious fact that they are still
bringing fresh divisions from Russia.”
The Times says the enenmy will con-
tl.nue drawing o: their reserves in Rus-
sia until “Allied statesmen stop dream-
ing vain dreams about Russia and do
something practical to compel the eéneiny
to cease depleting the Russian front.”

DEATH OF MRS. A. MILNE,

St. George, April 16—~Mrs. A. Milne
died on Sundsay after a long illness. She
was the daughter of the late Mr. and
Mrs. Jess Wetmore, and widow of Alex-
ander Milne, of Milne Couts & Co. Mrs
Milne died at the home of her dr.ughter'
Mrs. Willlam Mersereau. A son, Gideou:
resides in Hartford ,Conn.), Gideon Wet.
more of the interior department, Ottawa
is a_brother. The funeral will be held
on Wednesday, services in St. Mark’s
church; interment in the Rural cemetery

YEATHE
REPORT

lssued by Author
ty' of the Depart-
jent of Marine and
risherieg, R. F. Stu-
part, director of
neterological service

Phelix und
Phordinand

| Flirey. We took a number of pri S,
: On the right bank of the Meuse the Ger-
| man attack east of Samogneux was re-
| pulsed. Otherwise the night passed in

| quiet.”

FIGHTING GRIM ON
BLOODY CREST

| With the British Army in France,

April 16—(Associated Press)—The town
of Wytschaete lying on the crest of a
blood stained ridge at the northern end
. of the new battle field, and Spanbroeck-
"molen, which nestles on the top of an
elevation just southwest, were today
stormed and occupied by large German
| forces. Meanwhile fresh enemy troops
|were battering hard at the British lines
| west of Bailleul in an attempt to con-
tinue their success of last night and
break through to Hazebrouck.

Grim fighting has been going on since
morning, and” well into the afternoon
there has been no cessation in the in-
tense struggle.

Italian Front,

Rome, April 16—The communication
from headquarters today says: “There
was more frequent and’ harassing firing
in the Vallagarine. In the region of
Adamello and in the Brenta Valley the
activity of our patrols led to local en-
gagements. The rest of the front was
quiet.”

Synopsis—The northwest low area has
moved but little since yesterday and is
now centred in Dakota, while another
from the southwest states is in Illinois
and is approaching the Great Lakes.

The weather is showery in western
Ontario and in Manitoba and Saskatche-
wan; elsewhere it is fair.

Lakes and Georgian Bay—Southeast-
erly winds, unsettled with showers and
local thunder storms today and on|
Thursday. [

Ottawa and Upper St. Lawrence—Fair
and cool; Thursday, showery.

Lower St. Lawrence, Gulf and North
Shore—Moderate winds, fair and cool to-
day and.on Thursday.

Mostly Fair and' Cool.

Maritime — Moderate southwest to
northwest winds, a few scattered show-
ers, but mostly fair and cool today and
Thursday.

Lake Superior—Easterly winds, unset-
tled and cool with occasional showers
today and Thursday.

Manitoba and Saskatchewan— Strong
winds, unsettled, cool and showery to-
day and on Thursday.

Alberta—Fair and cool.

Washington, April 17—Forecast: New
England—Probably rain tonight and .

Thursday; cooler Thursday; light va-
riable winds becoming east

Ger-1
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Before setting forth fiom the prison
Communion. - After the execution the
form of an interment at Vinéennes was

gone through, and then the body “was
turned over to Bolo’s family. 3
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~ - IN PORTUGESE PEOPLE

Lisbon, April 17—Events on.the west-
ern front and the words of praise sent
by the British government to Portugal
| on the bravery of the Pottuguese troops
|in the first days of the fighting south of
i Armentieres have greatly stirred the pat-
riotic feeling in Portugal. All officers of
the Lisbon garrison have offered to go
to France immediately to replace and re-
venge their comrades. Al the officers
who took part in the December revolu-
tion have tendered their services, as -has
the minister of the interior,

AUSTRIA MORE BADLY QFF
THAN EVER FOR FOOD

Washington, April 16—The economic
sitpation of Austria is more critical than
‘at any time since the war began, ac-
cording to an official despatch today
from France. The Vienna Neuwe Frei
*Presse announced that lamentable scenes
alternate each -day with tumultaneous
ones in the markets of Vienna, where
meat is unprocurable.

e L
BURIED TODAY.

The funeral of Private McLeod-Mec-
Farlane, who died in the Military Hos-
pital in Pitt street yesterday afternoon,
took -place this afternoon from the Car-
marthen street Methodist church. Serv-
ives were condiucted by Rev. H, Penna.
Interment 'was made in the soldiers’ plot
in Fernhill. Private McFarlane was
buried with full military honors. The
Depot Battalion band and a firing squad
from the depot battalion accompanied
the body to the grave.

The funeral of Miss Elizabeth Martin

'{ took place this afternoon from her late

residence, Wright street, to Holy Trinity
church, where burial services were con-
ducted by Very Rev. J. J. Walsh, V., G.
Interment was made in the old Cctholic
cemetery.

The funeral of Archibald Capson took
place this afternoon from his late resid-
ence, 100 Chesley street. Services were
conducted by Rev. F. H. Wentworth.
Interment was made in Cedar Hill.

The body of Captain James C. Price,
who died in Somerville, Mass, was
brought here for burial and the funeral’
took place this afternoon from the Fair-
ville station on the arrival of the Boston
train. Services were conducted by Rev.
W. H. Sampson. Interment was made in
Cedar Hill.

The funeral of Charles T, Pidgeon
took place this afternoon from his late
residence, City Line. Services were con-
ducted by Rev. W. H. Sempson. Inter-
ment was made in Cedar Hill,

The funeral of Mrs. B, V. Weston
took place this afternoon from her late
residence, Ludlow street. Services were
conducted by Rev. W. H, Sampson. In-
terment was made in Cedar Hill.

Spoils of war have given rise to seri-
ous boundary disputes between Turkey
and Bulgaria, which Germany is under-
taking to smooth.

Bolo asked tashe permitted to pattake of |

FIGHTING SPRIT STRONG . |

LKELY FORM OF
HOME RULE BLL

Amendment to Government

of Ireland Act

EASY PASSAGE IN HOUSE

| General Opinion, Favors Measure

That Ceuld Apply to Scotland,
" Wales and England—Unienist
War Cemmittee in Private Ses-
sion

London, April 17—While Nationalist

the enforcement of conscription in their
country, the rest of the United Kingdom

| is more interestéd in the home rule bill

which George N. Barnes, Labor member
of the war cabinet, without portfolio,
announced in the House of Commons
yesterday the government would intro-
duce and pass, or fall in the attempt.
A committee consisting of such former
| anti-home rulers as Walter H. Long, J.
Austen Chamberlain and A. W. Sam-
uels, solicitor-general for Ireland, with
Mr. Barnes, which has been engaged in
drafting the bill, held a second meeting
yesterday and reported it had made rafid

progress.

 The home rule bill, it is understood,
will take the form of a measure amend-
ing the government of Ireland act which
was passed just before the outbreak of
the war, but the operation of which was

{ suspended for the period of the war.

General opinion favors a federal measure

{ which could be ‘made applicable to Scot-

 land, Wales and ‘England. Several mo-
tions suggesting the introduction of a

| federal system already have appeared in
‘| the House of Commons, while a. large
‘| majority of the Uniopists who have be-

come converts to home rule also favor
that system. :

Never, on the surface at any rate, has
Ireland had such a good chance of get-

| ting a form of self-government.

‘What with the Liberals, Laborites, Na~

oval | tionalists and a large part of the Union-

ists supporting the bill it should have an
easy passage in the House of Commons.

Unionist Meeting.

" London; :April 17—A lengthy meeting
of the Unionist war committee, attended
by 127 members, 'was held in the ¥

7

on of, home rule in Irel

‘Aeccording .
ward Carson spoke
that every effort should be made to se-

tion, even at the sacrifice of long-cher-
ished principles. No resolution, the
paper says, was adopted, but the bal-

:must proceed cautiously

with the home
‘rule. bill. . . . . :

- INAGINE: DISASTER

Realnzed‘ Though, That Allied
Tactics Must Soon Change

AN ARDUDUS TASK

British Are Carrying Out Duty In
Face of Great Odds—Enemy
Has Thrice Failed and Hope Is
He Will Be Checked Again

London, April 17—(Via Reuter’s Ot-
tawa Agency)—The gravity of the situ=
ation is admitted here in the newspapers
but still no note of despondency is heard.|
The British army has been assigned to
an arduous role—that of delaying the
advance of a numerically superior enemy
—and is holding with all tenacity every
foot of ground, but disaster cannot be
imagined, for the Allied line is still un-
broken.

In this connection, General Haig’s ap-
peal to the troops is recalled, when he
spoke of the French forces hurrymng to
the support and confidence that they will
intervene at the proper time is felt. The
present battle is a repetition of Verdun
on a grander scale, with Bailleul, Neuve
Eglise, Wytschaete each representing the
Beaumont Farm, all offered to the enemy
at the price of his exhaustion.

It is pointed out, however, that the
Allied tactics of delay cannot be pressed
much longer, as the German success now
threatens not Ypres alone, but the con-
trol of the coast.

The battle in the next few days will
probably develop northward against
Mounts Kemmel, Noir and Rouge, of
which the average height is 500 feet.
Some satisfaction is deduced from the
reflection that this is not the original
German plan. Their objective last week
was Bethune. Held there, they tried
Hazebrouck, a more important centre
than Bailleul. They were stopped there
also, and they are now exerting their
strength northward, but the previous
two failures, also Amiens, justify the
hope that they may be stopped again.

The disquieting feature is that there
is evidence that the enemy is still bring-
ing in fresh divisions, enabling them to
increase weight and pressure.

Correspondents testify to the magnifi-
cent spirit of the English and Scottish
regiments, who are fighting so sturdily.
Every man is convinced of ultimate vic-
tory. Some writers suggest that Ad-
miral Beatty’s sweep of the Cattegat is
connected with the anticipation that the
Gernan fleet may participate in the of-
fensive.

Ireland is making plans for resistance to’

Commens: last night to conlidem‘

Ulster, while' the othér members urged m ; IAKES Ce

cure a settlement of the home rule ques-

ance of feeling was. that the government!

LONDON CANNOT |

ssessment Act
- Takien Up Today

§is '. - I

Theatre Tax—Act
- Company Stands

(Special to Times.)

Fredericton, N. B., April 17—When
the municipalities committee met this
morning, Mr. Leblanc presiding, the St.
John assessment bill was taken up sec-
tion by section,

Mr., Potts remarked that if the city
had secured accurate knowledge of the

number of 40 by 100 lots in St. John it
would be possible to raise the entire as-
sessment without taxing incomes and
without hardship to any one.

Dr. Campbell said that provision was
made to give the = assessors- sufficient
power; to deal with real estate.

Mr. Tilley  said  the bill- was an ex-
cellent one and he wanted to congratu-
late the members of the commission on
their achievement in producing a bill to
which there was so little objection. He
wished to express his opinion of the act
in the highest terms.

Mr. Potts agreed that the bill ‘was
good and a vast improvement on the
present act.

Stocks in Trade.

Section five was amended to provide
that stocks in trade shall be rated only
on fifty instead of sixty per cent of their
status. i /

The case of non-residents was dis-
cussed. Dr. Kierstead said -the bill' pro-
vided that a man living in one place
and doing business in another should pay
taxes on half his income in each place.

The premier raised the question of a
commercicl traveler who was employed
by a St; John house, but who lived out-
side and sold no goods in St. John.

Dr. Keirstead thought he-was liable
for full taxes. :

‘Dr.. Baxter and other members could
not see that he was liable at all.

With regard to men in business for
‘themselves:the p! k
‘pay full taxes on inecome at place where
the arises was agreed upon by

STEFANSSIN VERY

rinciple that they should | -

Municipalities Committee Hears Some
Objections and Some Changes Are
Recommended—The Question of the

as Affecting Power

( s o065 )

‘While far away in foreign lands
They fight for freedom’s dawn; =
We strive at home with willing |
hands - :
To help them “carry on.”
Our gallant heroes must be fed
‘While they our burden bear;

run red,
And we must do our share.

, t
. For love of country, king and right,

For liberty we toil; -
God save the land for which we

9

fight,
As Soldjers of the Soil,

We do not use the bayonet, :
Machine gun, sword or lance;
Somewhere at home we do our bit, -

r

With hayrake, harrow, hoe and

Spa
We'll toil with all our might,
To face eternal Nature’s aid,
And that will win the fight.

b
For love of country, king and right,
For Liberty we toil; 5

fight,
As Soldiers of the Soil.

» HOPE A. THOMSON.
L319 Princess street.
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* PLACE OF CZERNN

Pﬁlcé;Vu' Hohqnlolie Also Loses
; 'P_dst_‘-’--Displeume Among The
~ People.

Amsterdam, April 17—Baron Burian
has been appointed Austro-Hungarian

‘foreign minister in succession to Count
Czernin, according to a Vienna despatch.

Baron Stephen Burian Von Rajacz
was mminister of foreign affairs from
Sept. 15, 1914, to Dec. 23, 1916, when he
was succeeded: by Count Czernin. Burian
also retains his portfolio as minister of
finance.

" London, April 17—Prince Von Hohen-
lohe, chief of court to Emperor Charles
of- Austria-Hungary, has been discharged,
according to an Exchange Telegraph de-
spatch from Copenhagen. Count Alex-
ander [Esterhazy, brother-in-law of
Count Revertata, has been appointed his
(SUCCessorT.

" Basle, Switzerland, April 17—The tone
of the Austrian and German press indi-
cates that a profound impression has
been caused in. those countries by the
‘downfall of Count Czernin. The Ger-
mran people and the German element in
Austria resent his retirement and-began
a vigorous campaign for the appoint-
ment of former Premier Tisza, Count
Andrassy, or another Hungarian whose
views agree with theirs, as his successor.'

The same elements which deplore the
fall of Count Crernin are beginning to
attack the German foreign minister,Von
Kuehlmann, on the pretext that he did,
not protect Germany’s economic inter-
ests sufficiently in the treaty of Brest-
Litovsk.

P, E. I DELEGATION TO OTTAWA
FOR STAXDAD RAILWAY GUAGE

Charlottetown, P. E. L, April 17—
Hand in hand with the movement to in-
crease production in Prince Edward Is-
land is the agitation now being made by
our people to have the guage of the P.
E. Island Railway standardized.

A delegation representing both parties
in the provincial legislature and the
board of trade of Charlottetown and
Summerside has gone to Ottawa to urge
upon the government the need of having
this essential work done.

MAY BRING LABOR
¢ TROUBLES IN NORWAY

Christiania, April 17—M. Tranmel,
' leader of the Socialists of the left, was
| sentenced to sixty days imprisonment to-
'day for making provocative speeches.
. The imprisonment may lead to labor

| troubles throughout Norway.

i Fairbanks, Alaska, April 17—A mes-
senger arrived at Fort Yukon yesterday
from the Arctic ocean with word that
Vilhjalmur Stefansson, ‘the explorer,
who is wintering at Herschel Island, is
;sufe‘rlng from typhoid fever and is very
ow.

BRITISH NOBLENAN
FOUND DEAD WITH -
DERRINGER BY SIDE

He Was Known as Jack Greene
in Arizona, Where he
‘Werked as Time-keeper

Nogales, “Ariz, April 16— Jack
Greene” was found dead here last night,
with a discharged derringer beside himi.
According to papers found among his
effects he was the Right Hen. Lieunt.
Jackson B. Argyle, son of the Countegs
of Darnley of Cobham Hall, Cobham,
Kent county, England, to whom ke left
a letter. B

His papers showed he-enlisted in 1914
in the fourth battalion of the Royal

\
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' They face the foe where streams § -
&

As they “Somewhere in France.” | 12

God save the land for which we §

L

Had

Irish Fusiliers and was discharged l,nv.

March, 1917. He had three bayonet
wounds and a bullet wound in his
thighs. !

He worked here as a timekeeper under
the name of “Greene,” and had said his
health was shattered by his army serviee.
The body was found before the home
of a young woman to whom he is said
to have paid attention.

TED LEWS A WINNER:
PORKY FLINN BEATEN

Milwaukee, Wis., April 17—Ted Lewis,,
champion welterweight boxer, last night
outpointed Joe Eagan of Boston, fight
critics agreed, in a ten round no-decision
bout which went the limit.

Boston, April 17—“Kid* Norfolk of
Panama decisively defeated Dan “Porky”
Flynn of this city in a twelve round box-
ing bout here last night. Flynn was
knocked down in the first and fifth.
During the remainder of the battle Nor~
folk battered his opponent at will.

Cleveland, Ohio, April 16—Benny
Volgar, French bantamweight champion,
was given the newspaper decision over
Dick Loadman of Lockport, N. Y., here
last night. It was ten rounds. A de-
cision was awarded to Joe Lynch, wha
outpointed Jack Wolfe. The men are
bantamweights, and boxed ten rounds.

Government Quits.
Lima, Peru, April 17—The Peruvian
cabinet has resigned. ‘

GERMANS LAN) 40,000

MEN AT HELSINGFCRS

London, April 17—The Germans have landed 40,000 troops at Helsingfors,
according to an Exchange Telegraph despatch from Copenhagen. A German
squadron anchored in the harbor of Helsingfors consists of twelve ships, includ-
ing the battleships Posen and Westfalen’ each of 18,600 tons.




