
80 DU LAC S TRAVKLS.

a ycimf^ man wislies to many the daugliter of n cliit^f, he ap-
plies citlier to his fatlior, or some one of [lis relalions, wht*

goes and entreats the fatlier of the girl to consent. A (ittinitiv e

answer is never given before all her relations have lieeii ronsult-

ed. They examine how many brave men and good hunleis lia\<.'

been in his family. If he is not in pos^ission of the se (j-ialifi-

cations, the nvarriage is broken off'; if he is, he gains ihe unani-

mous suffrage of the family. After this, they arc entreated to

supply the necessary expuiees.

J'revions to this time the young n)an has never entf red the

cabin of the girl ; but on the next day he is eanied in Irimnph
to his wife : and lur relations, after having made him ( at antl

smoke with theni, inform him that he may eonie and live w ith her

when he pleases. A few days afier the marriage, llie girl's

brothers enter at an early hour the cabin where the new mar-
ried couple have slept, and drawing tin; hushmid froin his bed.

place liim on a nnit in tlie middle of the cabir. An old ni:m

then brings a vase tilled with water, and having washed hi.n

from head to fof)t, paints him with vermilion, and covers him
with X skin. His biothers in-law supply him with arms, an<'

he is not received into the family luitil lie has a child ; t'lcn, and
not till then, is he permitted to build a cabin, and live w lit re he
pleases. Polygamy is tolerated among all the savages, with-

out being attended w ith any inconvenience, as the women are

always accustomed to consider t!ie meti as superior beings, to

wliose pleasure.s and wants lliey m.stbe subservient.

The Scioux, Chaguyenn(>s, and Toci'ninaiiibices, arc cxtremelv
jealous of their wives ; while the Mann-iui s, Hicanis, and other

nations of the noith, hold in no - tunation conjugal liddity,

'i'he womrn are generally kept in a state of slavery, and are

never p< rmitted to ije present at anv feast.

The tirst consequence that natmally flows from cont<-ui-

plating the savage nu)tle of life, is, that man is born for soci< ly ;

but the seco: d, trulv atflictin|j, 's, that ihi: ties of this socie'tv

can only be ritrengtiuned at the ixpenee of in(Hvidual lib( riy.

It is plated brytnid a tloubt, that bifon- the launan species

vasso prodigiously multi|)lied in some pails oftheghdn-, nuii

liv?d in a manner closely resend)liii,!; that of the liidiiuis <,;' d<i'

new lontinent; without other nourishnn nt tluui the lU-^h t.t

uniniuls suppiieti In the forests, without ot!;« i drink than water.

J.et us folh)W an Intiian thrt)ugh the tlillVrent stages of liU

life, and (•t)nipare them with those of a man in u ci\.li/t d stx n i\.

When a child, he is in no tiread t)f parents or tutors, lie hain-i,

througli necessity and example, to suppoit, without complaint,
hmi'^v r, thirst, and tatigue. As Noon as he attained the ugc of
jjubtity, (which is gtiicrully at fourteen <»r fiilten) he begins to


