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because the causes that lead to the toleration of corruption in

private and public men, will be fruitful of evil throughout so-

ciety in all its relations.

The Union of the Provinces, with one general government
would at least diminish the evil consequences inevitable in

communities too small—too poor—too little advanced for the

advantageous exercise of the sj'stem.

A wider field would give greater scope to the aspiring, and
larger, aud perhaps more generous influences would be required

for success. Party action operating in an extended circle

would become less personal in its nature, and be consequently

mitigated in its acrimony, and less powerful in suppressing a
wholesome public opinion.

There is another consideration not yet touched, but which
lies deep in the foundations of the subject, and pervades it in

all its relations, awakening emotions too powerful not to make
themselves practically operative—the anomalous position of a

Colonist.

The Englishman, Scotchman and Irishman has a country by
whicli he call himself, and claims a nationality that commands
respect.

The United States citizen has a national character that is a
passport over the world. The eagle of his country follows him
in the remotest regions, and he is sure of the vindication of his

violated rights at all hazards and any expenditure.

The Colonial subject of Great Britain may indeed find similar

protection and redress in the case of flagrant wrong. But his

national standing as he realizes it in the ordinary occurrences

of life, is dubious and unsatisfactory.

Let him go to England and he perhaps discovers his cherished

home to be there an unknown land, or in some strange geo-
graphical confusion confounded with distant and unconnected
places ; and when his countrymen have clearly ascertained the

fact that he is indeed a Colonist, he perceives that he has punk
in estimation, and that he occupies in their consideration a.

standing of inferior order to that accorded to the citizens of
the United States, or other subjects of a foreign State. It

fares not much better with him any where else. He carries

nowhere a recognized name or acknowledged national cha-

racter.

It is true communities as well as individuals may be vir-

tuous and happy in secluded and inferior stations ; but in this

age of progress and of change, those who are pressing on onr
footsteps, and will presently occupy our places, and for whom
it is our duty to think and to act, will not be contented to

hold the equivocal and hybrid relation of Colonists, unless

H


