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link between the colonies and the Crown of Great
Britain, and secures to every subject throughout the
Empire the right to claim • Jress from the Throne.
It provides a remedy in many cases not falling

within the jurisdiction of the ordinary courts of jus-
tice. It removes causes from the influence of local

prepossession
; it affords the means of maintaining

the uniformity of the law of England and her col-
onies which derive a great body of their laws from
Great Britain, and enables them, if they think fit. to
obtain a decision in the last resort, from the highest
judicial authority, composed of men of the greatest
legal capacity existing in the metropolis."

And again in 1875 the Privy Council pointed out that

" this power has been exercised for centuries over
all the dependencies of the Empire by the Sovereign
of the mother country sitting in Council. By this
institution, common to all parts of the Empire
beyond the seas, all matters whatever requiring a
judicial solution may be brought to the cognisance of
one court in which all have a voice. To abolish this
controlling power and abandon each colony and
dependency to a separate Court of Appeal of its own,
would obviously destroy one of the most important
ties connecting all parts of the Empire in common
obedience to the courts of law, and to renounce the
last and most essential mode of exercising the
authority of the Crown over its possessions abroad."

At the date of the Australian debate, the Government
of New Zealand said that,

" in the best interests 01 the Empire, the right of
appeal on constitutional grounds is one of the strong-
est links binding us to the mother country."


