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and the words they reprefcnt, cannot be retained in

books, but nuilt be delivered down from age to

age by oral tradition : And how uncertain this

mull prove in fuch a complicated fubjeft, is fuffi-

ciently obvious to thofe who have attended to the

variation which all verbal relation"; undergo, when
they are tranfinitted through three or four hands

only. Hence it is eafy to conclude, that the hif-

tory and inventions of pad ages, recorded by thefc

perplexed fymbols, mull frequently prove unintel-

ligible •, and confequently the learning and boafted

antiquity of the Nation mull, in numerous inftan-

ces, be extremely problematical.

But we are told by fomc of the MifTionaries,

that though the Ikill of the Chhiefc in fcience is in-

deed much inferior to that of tiie Europeans^ yet

the morality and juftice taught and pra(5lifed by

them are moll exemplary. And from the defcrip-

tion given by fome of thefe good faiiTcrr, one

fhould be induced to believe, that the whole Em-
pire was a well-governed affe<5tionate family, where

the only contefts were, who Ihould exert the mod
humanity and beneficence : But our preceding rc-

htion of the behaviour of the Magiflrates, Mer-

chants and Tradefmen at Canton^ fufficiently refutes

thefe jcfuitical fidlions. And as to their theories of

morality, if we may judge from the fpecimens ex-

hibited in the works of the Miflionaries, we Ihall

find them folely employed in recommending ridi-

culous attiichments to certain immaterial points,

inftcad of difcuflTmg the proper criterion of human

ai'^ions, and regulating tlie general condu6l of man-

kind to one another, on reafonable and equitable

principles. Indeed, the only pretenfion of the Chi-

nefe to a more refined morality than their neigh-

hours


