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order is the Saguenay Trrritory, 140 miles above the Point
des Monies, at the head of the Gulf of St. I^iwrenco. The
Saguenay River discharges, Irom the northward, the drain-

age of 27,000 square miles. This river is navigaole for

ships of the largest ourthen for a length of over 60 li.iles.

Its surface is diversified by Ul<e, river, and stream, but >he
character of its soil forbids profit;. hie settlement to any con-

siderable extent. It nius". always contini'e forest land, and,

judiciousiv managed, can furnish an inexhaustible supply of

lumber, chi ;fly spruce, as well as a large proportion of

minerals.

Between the valley of the Saguenay and the next great

lumber region, the St. Maurice, a territory of 8,000 square
miles in'ierposes. The City of Quebec stands about midway
between the Saguenav and St. Maurice on the shores of

this territory. Its ; .. plus water? are discharged into the

St. Lawrence by isolated but sufficiently .,opious streams.

The St. Maurice River discharges the drainage of an area

of 2i|Ooo square miles into the St. Lawrence -ix. a ^oint

ninety miles above Quebec. Ls valley may literally be
tailed a " land of many waters." A map of its territory

resembles a section of a '' plum pudding" where the fruit

is uncommonly Inrge and plentiful, more than any other

object, so thickly is it studded with lakes and lakelets.

Between the St. Maurice River and tlr; B'^ute de I'lsle,

at the Island of Montreal, where the north branch of the

Ottawa joins the St. Lawrence, a small valley of 9,600

square miles intervenes. It i.- drained into the St. Lawrence
by its own streams, some of which are seventy to eighty

miles in length, and good floatable rivers.

The valley of the Ottawa covers an area of 60,000 square

miles. It is traversed throughout its greatest length by the

river from which its name is derived, and which may be

said to encompas: the whole area on the south, west, and
north. Its sources ovclap the St. Miurice, and itself is

overlapped by the sources of the Saguenay, the head waters

of these rivers being within two day's jcurnoy cr forty miles

of each other. Its tiibutaries are of great magnitude, many
of them bei:)^ from 300 to ^00 miles in length, while the

main stream has a course of 7S0 miles and is navigable for

canoes to its source

'I'lie valley of the Ottawa is the principal site of the pine

trade, and has been since June nth, 1806, whe.i the firs^

raft left the mouth of its grer.t tributary, the Gatineau.

Thus the total area of timber lands whose rivers run ii.lo

the St. Lawrence and Lake Onl r.j is 161,911 square n:'le«.

The principal part of the forest 'ands of British North
America belongs to the Crown, hut vested in the Provincial

Governiner.t, in oth°r words, they are public property, and
are administered for the l.i,ncfit of the people. The lumber
manufacturer obtains the area on which lie works, which is

called a "timber berth or limit," by biddirj 'he highest

price for it at auction. It is generally supposed to be ten

n.iles square, containing- one hunared square miles, or 64,000
acres, hut, owing to the topographical features of the country,

the "limits" are of all sizes and shapes, from 24 square

miles upward.
The limit holdei becomes a yearly tenant of the Crown

at a fixed ground-rent, and pays a slight duty per cubic foot

of scjuare timber taken out P'.iu on each saw log, but has no
right in t!ie land.

The areas covered by these leases or limits were as follows

in 1894 :
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