
oilier iivail;iblo mcnii!? lo scciin! to Lower CaiKi.la an advantage

nhieli flu,' proposed plan ofconfederatioii appears to have already

eontcmplated, that of lu-ing the standard of assimilation and

unitv. and oi' entering inio new political relations without under-

•.'.ling ilislurbing alterations in her laws or institutions.

Such an' the main i'ealun's presented by the Civil Code, regard-

ed as an enihodinient of existing laws, hut it has yet other advan-

la^cs as a work of legislation, inasmuch as itintroduces numerous

;ind important amendments, intended for th(^ most part to im-

prove our law as a system, and lo ado|»t it more perfectly to our

|)i'esent slate of society.

l( is evidt iitly of great im[»ortance, lliat when Iho (Jode comes

into IVtrce, ll»<>se I'hanges in Ihe law should he known before-

hand, at leasl to the profession, it not to Ihe (Ninuiuinity at large.

They are ilisiinguisiied in the Code by iheii' insertion between

brackets. IJnl, as the l'orm(U' law eoi'responding with them, as

e.xhibited in the Draft, has (lisa[i[ieared. a previous kimwledge

of it is necessary in older to nndei'stanil clearly the dilTerenci;

holwcen the old and the ui w inles ; and, as the observations

made by tin; Coaimissioneis, in reporting upon these amend-

ments, no lunger accompany the text, a like ditlicnlty exists in

ascertaining iiu' reasoiis whic,h suggesteil eacii parlieular amend

men!.

Toob\iate tiiese dithcnlties, and to IV.rnish a [»ron!pl and an

easy method of becoming aeqnainted with llu^ new legislation

of lh(! Code, Iho h)llowing synopsis has been written, (ireat

care has b(>en taken to present as succinctly and clearly as pos-

sible all Ihe chang(>s introduced by tlie (lode, ijassifying them

according to Iheir charactei' and nnjtives, and referrhig in every

case to the number of I lie article containi!ig llu' amendm.ent.

Of I li(>se changes generally, it may l)i» remaiknl at tlu^ oufsel

Ihat Ihey are not of a subversive chai'actiu', or likely to disturb

existing relations or to clash with prevailing notions. They
are on Ihe contrary of a nature lo harmonize with Ihe ideas ol

the present (lay, and lo adapt our ancient laws to tlie changes

whii'h since llunr date society itself has undergone.

It is one of llu; cliaiacleiistics of the olden legislation that il

appears to have had in view 'I'hings before Persons. The conser

vative spirit of the law socins lo have clung to immov(;ables as

the >afe-t basi< of social slability, and its policy tended lo restrict


