
tlio c)'C ; some I)}' tlic (Iclms'mg dosiro oi intciiiporairco"/

.some by greediness and gluttony—a liait perliaps evei:'

more deceitful ; some arc masicriMl bv the all-rulin"; lovt-

of power, or even by tbe wisb to hr. thongbt groat aiK^

powerful. Witb some tiie basting to be ricb by all means;

bonest or nor, j)rcvails to tbeir dcslru(!tlon. Ob, wbo cai:

count ibo snares ^^bicb Satan biyji, "like limetw'gs si t

to catcb tbe winged soul," and lure it to its ruin? Ani^

as in tliat terrib'e assault at tbe Crimean fortress not a

moment passed for tbree wbolc days wiibout a missile of

destruction, so, perba])s, if w n could see it, tbe spiritual

conflict is maintained, not for tlirce days, but during oui*

wiiolc lives, witb scarc(? any intermission. Sunday is no

day of rest for Satan, but a ver\' busy day indeed ibr bini,

lie follows us to ebureb; be a -^nils i]:; nt our prayers, for

prayer is bis destruction, lli .urns tbe food of llic on!

into poison. And if be cannot imluce us to turn a deaf

ear to counsel, be binders its effect by prejiulice, careless-

ness, by])ocrisy, vanity, or some olber sin ; and succeeds

loo effectually in removing tbe impression from our minds.

No sooner are we out of cburcb, iban jjolities and busines»:

begin again, and .scarce sto]) f(.'V an instant all the rest of

tbe day. Tben bow small is tbe benefit of tbe sermon or

tbe prayers ! Alas I are we all aware tliat tbis game is

being played out, and tliat our souls are at bazard I

Wbat are all our political ct)iu|uests or losses. c(nnpare('

with this one great success: or lailiire I

But there are those, blessed be CUxl. wbo, by tbe grace

of Christ, arc "conquerors through Him that bath loved

us" You, my brethren, know your danger, and the power

of your adversary. You have taken to you the whole ar-

mour of God. You have put on truth as a girdle, and

righteousness as a breastplate, and tbe hope of salvatior^


