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It will be univerfally admitted, that the

profperity of a (late confifls in its ftrength and

in its riches.

Thefc two words arc indeed almoft (ynonimouSy

becaufe a ftate cannot be powerful without being

rich, or rich without being powerful, in the poli-

tical fenfe of thefe words,
'''it •' -' ;.
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An independent ftate ii of courfe thorcor lc(s

yich.

Its riches increafe by population, and poptiUtlou

by agriculture and commerce.

Commerce is excited by induftry, and induftry

by money, which is the center from which every

obje6l receives an influence.

Thefe advantages, when united, form the true

riches of a {lat«, and itimulate one another to

reproduflion.
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They alfo conftitutc the bafis of fiflitious riches,

called credit.

A free government polTefles the moft powerful

rneaiis of creating and making ufe of thefe fi(5litious

riches.


