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ber, when It blew a perfeft gale from the

north-weft quarter, and the fhip*s crew

being now almoft overcome with cold and

fatigite, feeing no profpeil of gaining

upon the leak, the water having already

increafed to four feet in the hold, nor a

polTibiiity of making any port, thfy came
to the refolution of working no longer at

the pumps ; which was unanimoufly agreed

upon by all the foremaft men. They ac-

cordingly left off working, and declared

themfeives quite indifferent about their

.fate, preferring the alternative of going

to tlie bottom together with the veflel, to

that of fuffering fuch fevere and inceffant

labour in fo defperate a fituation. Their

fatigues, it muft be confeflcd, from the;

17th of November had been exccfiivc;

and though hope might ftill remain, yet

our prefent circumftances were fuch as to

exclude all probability at Icaft of faving

the veficl. However, by the force of pcr-

fuafion and promifes, together with the

timely diftribution of a pint of wine per

, man, which 1 had fortunately brought on

J^oard, they were diverted from this defpe-

rate
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