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thought of, by any but the dark dedgners of

my ruin ; the meafure therefore could neither

affeft his Majefty nor his Couri: with any idea

of farther hardfhip than the delay of a few
days to my appearing in his prefence.

This arrangement had been prepared by the

Secretary of State, in the interval between the

notice of my arrival at Portfmouth, which he

received in the evening, and my vifit to him in

Pall -Mall, which was before noon the next day.

It v/ill naturally be fuppofed that the ftate in

which I flood was the firft fubjeft of convcrfa-

tion ; on the contrary, I was received with

much apparent kindnefs ; explanations palled,

but they were friendly ; 1 was heard attentive-

ly, through a report of all the tranfadions fub-

fequent to the Convention of Saratoga, and 1

was led by degrees, and without fufpicion of
infidioufnefs, to the moft confidential com-
munication, on my part, of fads, obfervations,

and opinions, refpcfting very important ob-

jeds.

If the meafure of denying me accefs to the

King bad been undecided before, this conver-

fation was of a nature to produce a decifion

;

f(>r it opened truths refpefting the difpoiitions

ofthe people of America, and the ftate ofthings

there, very different from the ideas which (it

is now known, from the line taken by the Se-

cretary of State in the late enquiry) were pre-

valent in the governing Councils of this king-

dom*
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