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your fituation. If the latter were the cafe,

your judgmen cannot remain unimpeached.

If, on the contrary, you had eftimated them

juftly, however pofitive might be your orders,

and whatever might be your ideas of crimi-

nality in difobeying them, your regard for

your country fhould have taught you to dif-

regard every perfonal confideration, and you

fhould have endeavoured to promote her true

intereft, carelefs of what blame might fall up-

on you^ or to whofe refentment you might be

expofcd. The mod eminent and illuftrious

charaders have not hefitated in cafes of public

neceffity, to violate the laws of the land,

when evidently conducive to the public bene-

fit, and have trufted to the generofity of their

countrymen to indemnify them againft the

confequences. The fuppofition which you

make, that *' your army was meant to be

hazarded, perhaps circumftances might re-

quire it fhould be devoted," is too romantic

for ferious confideration. Such reafoning

might become the captain of a fire-fhip, or

the leader of a forlorn hope ; but that it

can apply to an army of ic ooo men, un-

der any circumftances, is rather improbable;

that


