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• My Friendsy Cvuntrymen, and Fetldw Suhje&s i

fuffer, ft)r a fcTi^ .minutes, art Am«irican, ot^ wl» few

often glbried in the title, who loves his country as

much, and hai as great a regard for its honour; a*.

any of you, to reafon and expoftulate w^Ith you, ii^

plaitt lingua^, on -a fubjift now of the higheft im-

portance, both toy<yu ahd him. .:,.;.v. .r ..^ -

You are taught to exclaim loudly agalnft '* th^'

*' arbitrary proceedings of the Britifli Parliamieftt.**

Butconfiaer; wherem have they been arbitrary, atnd

in what do you fuffer ? Why, it fccms, " a duty of
<* three pence a pouod, has been laid, by Parliametir,'

** upon their teas^xported to America ) smd we can-
«* not pufchafe the tea, without paying the duty/*

But if this may be called a burden, fo may the weight

of ao atom on the fKoulders of a giant : befides, this

burden may be ealily avoided; for we have no occa*

fion to purchafe the tea-, and unlefs we purchafe itji

we are under no dbligadons to (yay the duty. '~r.;A

. You will fay :
•' the f*arliithent I>ad no right ta

•• lay the duty.** But I fujpofc we are, moft of us,

but indifierent judges of the rights of Parliament j

or however, thie Parliament rtiuft a6t according to

their own judgment, and not according to ours, if it

be difi^rcnt from theirs. They aflcrt, and believe^

that they have the right irt queftion -, and" we have
never proved that they have not. Nay, we ourfelves

have always believed and allowed that they hdve it,

till the prcfent occalion. I might add, that we have
always allowed that they had a right to regulate not

only the trade, but all concerns of the Colonies jlbch

a power they h^ive always exercifed, and we have
fubmitted to their afts. Thus, for inftance, we hare
paid a duty on wine and mdifles, in obedicnce^^ to

Parliament, and without proteftations or remohftran-

ces \ andj for the fame reafons, we are as much ob-

liged


