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I F we confider the general Government of the World •

by God, and upon what Reafons and Motives he adls,

when he brings Calamities and Plagues upon any People

:

Or if we recolledi from Hiftory facrcd and profane, what

State and Condition with refpedt to Religion and Mora-

lity, the People were in, who have been Examples of

Juftice : And th«n compare our own Cafe with the ge-

neral Reafon by which Providence ads, and with the

Circumftances of thofe by whofe Example we ought to

take Warning, we fhall foon difcover whether there be

juft Reafon for our Apprehenfions. If thofe who have

been deftroycd by Fire from Heaven, or fwallowed up by

the Earth were Sinners^ and we are righteous^ let us fear

nothing, nor be difmayed tho* the Foundations of the

Earth be removed : But if our Confciences tell us, that

we have (Inned after their Example, what Confolation is

there to be had againft the juft Expedtation of fuffering

after their Example alfo ?

The fame Conclufion will arife from a Contempla-

tion of God's general Providence ; which tho' it is not

daily exerted in punifhing all Men, or all Vices that de-

fcrvc it ; yet is always armed with Power to ftop out-

rageous Wickedncfs ; and he has told us in his holy

Word, what we may exped from his Juftice, when we

arc grown hardened and obdurate againft his Mercy.
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