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Oil the old of Jmio wo left Eilmoutoii, willi u
tiuiu of twelve liorHcs, six of Ihoui packed with our
bnggago, pominicaii, and Hour. Tno only luxuries

wo took with us were tea, salt, ar 1 tobacco. Our
party was, perhaps, as curious a collection as over
sot out on an expedition as difficult, and oven dan-
gerous, aa this was likely to prove. In addition to

ourselves (two) were iivo others—viz., Baptisto Su-
pernut, a French half-breed, who professed to know
the country as far as Teto Jamie's Cache, whom wo
had engaged as head man and guide; another half-

breed, commonly called " Tho Assiniboine," a man
with only one hand, and a murderer—this last

peculiaritj' wo did not, however, know of at tho

time; his wife and son, the latter a boy of thirteen.

Wo had been very, very unwilling to tako the

woman and boy, but " Tho Assiniboino" nifusod to

accompany us on any other conditi(jn ; and as wo

bears ; unable to sleep at night for fear Iho hoisos

should trample on him, or Indians or wild beasts

attack tho camj). Afraid to touch a horso, and
unablo to handle an axe, his solo employment con-
sisted in bewailing the haidtshipa of his position

and prophesying greater evils for tho future, com-
forting himself by Iho perusal of Paloy's " Evi-
dences of Chiistiunily," which ho failed not to

study dilijrently three times every day of tho three

months our journey lasted. Prom Lake St. Ann'n,
iifty miles bej'ond Edmonton, to Jasj)er House, at

the foot of tho mountains, the forest is almost un-
broken. Tho surface of tho country is slightly un-
dulating, and vast pine swamps fill up tho shallow

valleys. A day's journey in Ihis region consists of

floundering through bogs and swamps, and con-

stant scrambling and plunging over tho fallen

timber, which lies strewn, crosbt-d and interlaced,
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w.r.'fl exceedingly anxious to socuio tlio services

of so accomplished a huntor and I'ui/di/iiir, wo at

length consented. Tiicro is littlo doubt that lhi-<

evontu.ally ])r()ved our salvation, and that " Th.i

Assiniboino " would have followed tlin oxamj)lo of

Bapti.-ito, who deserted, and left us to oiu' fate,

had ho not been banipered with his family, and
thus compelled to follow tho iirovisions and our
fortunes. And lastly, R[r. O'lJ -, a gentleman
of considerable classical attainment, but of a mar-
vellous timidity and helplessness ; throughout tho

journey unhappy during tho day from a continual

fear of losing the way, or being devoured by grish'

to reach in six days. But tliey had niiscnlculiiteil tho distance

;

the way lay throiitjh dense, encumbered forests, and tho snows
of winter set in hefore they arrived, ahnost dead, after twonty-
one days' travcUinjr. Tlie Indians were sent out to seek those
left behind, but returned unsuccessful, owing to the amount of
Know which hart fallen. Their remains wore di:ic<)verod in the
ilif'ntr, and there appears little doubt that one of these unfor-
tunnte men, niaddeiiiid by huu;j''.'r, had killed uud eaten his two
voini''auicius,

aoros-i tho path and on every side. Having forded

llio I'embina ilivir, \\o reached tho !^^eLood on the

ItJth of June. Hero our guide Eaptisto deserted,

carrying olfM'ith him our best horso and our only
large axe. AVo, however, doterniined to proceed,

and iilthough " Tho Assiniboino" had never before

set foot in this region, wo trusted to his wonderful
sagacity to find tlio road. Shortly afterwards wo
had a somewhat narrow escape of losing all our
property, if not our lives. Wo had made a largo

fire for tlio bcneiit of tho horses, while resting in

tho middle of tho day, the smoke allording them
some protection against tho swarms of gad-flies and
mosquitoes which toriuentod them. In struggling
to supplant one another in tho most favourable
positions, they kicked some of tho burning brands
amongst tho thickly-set pines, in tho middle of

which wo were encamped, and in a moment tho

woods were on fire. ]?y tko greatest exertions wo
succeeded iu picvcutiuj iL fiom suixouudinjj us.


