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skiiiiirK^iing path away to tin; soutliward, vvlioncc (ionics a cord

bice/e tVcsli tVum the l»roa<l tiav(;r.sc toward wliicli ioii<!: vistas

arc opening out lictween far-off i.«luts and fading away into

niist}'^ space.

AN KXTIIEMKLV FKItTILK DliSTIJKT.

" Fort Frances is at the liead of navigation on Rainy River,

and some (SO or 90 miles from its moutli. J^uring tlie trip I

have just completed I have been al>le to leam something by
personal observation concerning the country through whieli the

rivei' runs, and from wliat I have seen I nmst in candour ad-

mit that for settlers of moderate or small means I do not know
of a spot in the J)ominion offering a more inviting tield foi-

innnigration. Here there are no prairies, it is true, and every

foot of land that the settler cultivates nnist first be cleared.

On the other hand, however, the soil is of practically inexhaust-

il>le fertility while every tree on the settler's claim is of more or

less innnediate value to him. Here he has material for buildings,

fencing, and fuel ready to his hand, and yet th^ labor (jf clear-

ing off this light timber is (;omparatively trifling. There are

few, if any large stumps to remove, and scarcely a log to bt;

seen that two men could not handle with comparative ease.

The lumbermen enjiatced in these districts briiiii- a market for

all the farm ])roduce he can raise right to his own dooi'. In

fact all the farmer has to do to sell his produce is to step into

his l)irch canoe, paddle out and hail almost any [)assing tug

and sell for cash every dollar's worth of produce he has to

spare. But should the rajud influx and increasing j)ros})erity

of settlers so increase the suj)i)ly of farm j)ro(Juce as to make it

outrun the demand, the Rainy River farmer has cheap and un-

broken water comnuuiication witli Rat Portage, during
the whole season of navigation, where he can put liis

produce on board the C P. R. for the markets of tho

world. That he will ever have occasion to do this, however,
is extremely doubtful. There is very little farming country
near Rat Portage, and it will take far more than the farm su[>-

plies of Rainy River to meet the wants of the very large min-
ing, lumbering and mamifacturing population that is sure to

pour in there within the next few years.
" The fertility of the soil in this region is wonderful, a fact

amply proven by the fact that the Hudson Bay Company has
raised excellent ciops off land that has been under crop stead-

ily for over forty years without receiving a single pound of

manure. Indeed the settlers now farndng along the Canadian
shore of the river laise magnificent crops every year.

The winters are severe, but the locations are so shelt-


