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interests and individuals, and because the result to Canada

as !i whole would be greatly injurious.

5. Because as a result of the proposed agreement the

freedom of action possessed by Canada with reference to her

tariffs and channels of trade would be greatly curtailed, and

she would be hampered in developing her own resources in

her own way and by her. own people.

6. Because after some years of reciprocity under the

proposed agreement the channels of Canada's trade ^ould

have become so changed that a termination of the agreement

and a return by the United States to a protective tariff as

against Canada would cause a disturbance of trade to an un-

paralleled extent, and because the risk of this should not be

voluntarily undertaken by Canada.

7. Because to avoid such a disruption Canada would be

forced to extend the scope of the agreement so as to include

munufactures and other things.

8. Because the agreement as proposed would weaken the

ties which bind Canada to' the Empire, and because the un-

restricted reciprocity which- would naturally follow would

stil'. further weaken those ties and make it more difficult to

avert political union with the United States.

9. Because the disruption in the channels of Canada's

trade which was caused by the termination of the reciprocity

treaty of 1854 and the subsequent establishment of a protective

tariff by the United States gave rise to a decided leaning in

many minds towards annexation with the United States, and
this at a time when Canada was mainly peopled by native-

bom Canadians and other British subjects, to whom the pros-

pect of annexation was most unwelcome, and because Canada
in. a comparatively few years will have millions of newcomers,

a large percentage of whom will have come from foreign coun-

tries, and because if Canada should then have to choose be-

tween disruption of her channels of trade yrith the United*

States or political union with them the preservation of Can-
adian autonomy and Canadian nationality would be enor-

mously more difficult.

10. .Believing as we do that Canadian nationality is

noM' threatened with a more serious blow than any it has
heretofore met with, and that all Canadians who place the
interests of Canada before those of any party or section or


