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tf(1 With him in the bonds of fnendfhip and kindred,

but of all who were witnefles of his adions, and ca-

pable of appreciating the motives which produced them.

}]\ his memorable reply, he fays, " this day clofes my
' c2d year, and I can, I think, fafely fay, that 1 have

** lived as much and alnrnft as happily as any body in

*' the fame time ; what providence may prepare' for me
" in the remainder of my courfe, it is impoflible to forc-

** fee, but I Hiali always have the confolation, that hi-

*^ thertc my life has not been idly or ufelefly fpent.'*

Enjoying fo much domefllc comfort, and that fingle-

refs ofmind which accom}anies the confcioufnefs of

well doing, it fet:ms th.at fuch a ftate was too happy for

man, and by one ofthofe myfterious decrees of provi-

dence, whici) aflonifii and confound human calculations,

he was doomed to fuffer the mod fevere calamities that

could be infiided ; the blows of adverfity were aimed at

his 1 eart. That cheerful and promifing family, in the

b )fom of which he faw rifing the mcft engaging vir-

tues, aLd from which he anticipated great happinefs,

was doomed to wither awav before him. He was to

mark the flow but certain progrefs of death prevailing

oyer llyes that were dearer to niin than his own.

Firft, his fecond fon left a blank in this houfe ofdo-

meftic telicity, and his death was accompanied with cir-

cumftances that give it ?.n interefl which cannot fail to

engage the warmed fympathy of every feeling heart*
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