
100 NEGRO MIGRATION DURING THE WAR
the part of northern union,, it wll increaw the danger of labor troubles
in case of industrial depression.

The Pittsburgh Dispatch » held that the migration was help-
ing the negro. It was of the opinion that:

This movement eastward and westward of unskilled negro labor will
both .hrectly and mdirect.y help the negro. The younger element, those

fr„r Tii"'. T" "''"'"« '" ""^ *''^''°'»- *'" ^ constantly emergingfrom nnskil e.l to ,he semiskilled classes, with a consequent increase in
their pay rolls and a betterment in their methods of living
A decidedly In^tter treatment of the negro, both in the North and the

limie^ A fr* °"\ °' '.*" ^'" "" '*" **'"'»"*^ f"' his labor has been
limited and the supply unlimited.

In the spring of 1918 the Walla Walla. Washington. Bulletin '

summed up the situation thus

:

There was much alarm a year or two ago over the migration of negroes
to the North in large numbers. It was felt that they had far better staym he South, in a familiar and congenial environment, and keep on raising
cotton and food than crowd into the inhospitable North for unaccustomed
factory work. We have heard less of that lately; it is still doubtful whether
the change is good for the negro Inn.sclf. and there's no question that hiscoming has complicated housing conditions and social problems in northern
ernes. But economically the matter appears in a new light. .\t a timewhen war industries were starving for labor, the negro provided the laborMe IS recoKMi/ed as a new iniiiistrial asset.
The migration has been unfortunate, to be sure, for the communities

thus deprived of agricultural labor; but it is said that from a broad
national standpoint the gain to the manufacturing industries more than
compensau-s. And there has been an actual increase in the output of
energy. The negro works harder in the North. He produces more. He
IS thus of more use to the community. And for the benefit he brings
communities are more willing than they were at first to tolerate the
inconvenience due to his coming.

Some of the negro newspapers opposed the migration.
Prominent among these was the Journal and Guide of Norfolk
Virgm.a, and the Foice of the People of Birmingham, Alabama.'
In speakmg against the migration, the Journal and Guide ' said:

' October 1, 1916.
-March 13. 1918.
^ .March 24, 1917.


