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And b> J. .lilt rcs.uutiun l)caring dale i^' December 7, 1917, resolved:
That a state of war is hereby deelared to exist between the United Statp«

01 America and the Imperial and Royal Austro-Uungarian Govcrnmem and
tliat the I'residcnt be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to einploy
the entire naval and military forces of the United -States and the resources
of the Government to carry on war against the Imperial and Royal Austro-
llunyanan Government; and to brmg the conflict to a successful termination
all the resource- uf the country are hereby pledged by the Congress of the'
United States.

And whereas it is provided by section 1 oi the act approved August 29
1916, entitled "An act making appropriations for the support of the Army tor
the fiscal jear ending June 30. 1917, and for other purposes." as follows:

•Ihe I're^ident, in time oi war, is empowered, through the Secretary of
War. to lake possession and assume control of any svstem or svstems of
transportation, or any part thereof, and to utilize the same to tlie cxclu-ion
as far as may be necessary, of all other traffic thereon for the transfer or
transportation of tn.ops, war material, and equipment, or for such other
purposes connected with the emergency as may be needful or desirable.
And whereas it has now become necessary i the national defence to take

possession and assume control of certain systems of transportation and to
utih/e the same to the exclusion, as far as may be necessary, of other than
war traffic thereon for the transportation of troops, war material, and equip-
ment thcretor, .-md for oth.r needful and desirable purposes connected with
the prosecution of the war;
Now, therefore. I, WoonRow Wilson, President of the United States umler

and by virtue <,f ihe powers vested in me by the toregouig res..Iutio'ns and
statute, and by virtue of all other powers thereto me enabling, do lierebv
through Xewton 1). Baker, Secretary of War, take possessi.m and as,um'e
control at li o'clock noon on the twent- -eighth day of December, 1917 of
each and every system of transportation and the appurtenances thereof
located wholly or ;„ part within the lK.undaries of the cominental United
States and consistniR of railroads, and owned or controlled svstems of coast-
wise and inland transportation, engaged in general transportation whether
operated by steam or by electric power, including also terminals terminal
companies. an,l terminal associations, sleeping and parlor cars private cars
and private car lines, elevators, warehouses, telegraph and teleplmne line-
and all other equipment and appurtenances commonly used upon or n .cr.ited
as .a part of such rail or combined rail and water s>stems of transportation-
to the end that such systems ,.; transportation be utilized for the transfer and
transportation of troops, war material and equipment, m the exclusion' -„
far as m.ty be necessary, of all other traffic thereon, and that so far as
such exclusive use be not necessary or desirable, such systems nf transporta-
tion be operated and utilized in the performance of such other services as
the national interest m.iy require and of the usual ..nd ordinary business and
duties of common carriers.

It is hereby directed that the possession, control, operation and utib/ation of


