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to the poor, teacluing mien to love
(od and serve one another, and
accomplishing more for the cause
of religion and humanity than any
other influence of the Middle Ages.
lIt -%vas Francis l3ernardone, better
known by the titie of Saint Francis
of Assisi.

During the year 1894 two elabor-
ate biographies of this saint wvere
gî,ven to the wvor1d, royal actavo
volumes of 500 pages eacli. The
first to appear is written by Paul
Sabatier, of Strasbourg, a book
-richly cloquent, broadly philo-
sophie and intclligrently reverent.
Art ideal Protestant bio,-raphiv.
The second is by the Abbe Leon
Le Monnier, of Paris. lIt is dedi-
cated to the Pope, and lias re-
ceived his forinai benediction. lIt
is chaste in style, reverent in spirit,
traditional in method. lIt is a
-work of faith rather than of phil-
osophy. An ideal Roman Catholic
biography of a saint whio belongs
to the Church universal.

Yet the twa biographies, both of
them masterly, and wvritten from-
different standpoints, arc in funda-
mental agreement. Le Monnier
presents more wonders for our ac-
ceptance, Sabatier secks a more
i-ationai explanation of the wvon-
ders lie admits. Le Monnier ex-
alts the Church as having power
ta produce suchi saints. Sabatier
e.xaîts the universal grrace whicli
goes on producing saintliness of
character iii spite of the Cliurch's
grass unfaithfulness. Both admit
the fact of the Stigmata. Le Mn
nier ascribes theni ta miracle,
Sabatier is at a loss lîow ta accaunit
for thein. Dl3ut the man Francis,
tlic gaod confession lie mrade, the
-noble life lie lived, the great ser-
vice lie rendered, the prafound
and wide-reaching influence lie ex-
erted, stands out aon the pages of
both as one of the lîoliest and
noblcst souls of the Nineteen
Chiristian Centuries.

Let us proceed ta muake the ac-
quaintance of the man.

Francis wvas born at Assisi, a
tawn on the siopes of the Apen-
nines, in Central Italy, in the ycar
1182. His father wvas a merchant,
whase trade took him, to and fro be-
tween Italy and France at frequent
intervals, and in which hie accumul-
latcd a large fortune. '3'rom one
of tiiese trips lie returned witlî a
French bride, and wvhen flîcir first
ehild wvas bornihe wvas named, ini
lionour of his mother's native land,
Francis.

It. was planned that the son
should trcad in the steps of lus en-
tcrprising father. He wvas traine(l
for the market-place frorn the flrst.
though lie receivcd some tuitian iii
letters, and in the doctrines of the
Chiurchi at a neighbouring churcli
school. As lie grew aider lie be-
came what w'ould to-day bce con-
sidered decidedly ivild. His more
orthodox biagraphers are dispased
ta glass over the foluies of the great
saint's youth, but it remains a fact.
quite patent ta the thoughtful
reader, that Francis in his earlvT
tventies Nvas passionatcly addicted
ta pleasure and drank deep of its
dissipations.

Bcing af a very gay an-d gener-
ans disposition, and abundantly
supplied with inmoiie, lie wvas na-
turally a leader amang, the gilde(l
yauthi af the periad, praviding cri-
tertainnients for thei that wvere
bathi lavisli and frequent. If bis
fatlier liad miot been rnaking- money
mapidly the expenditure af yaung
Francis wouîd surelv have rui hini

juta bankruptcv, for lie kept iup
the style af a prince, and squan-
dered gold with bath lîands. lIn
business, luowever, lic was sa brighlt
and successful a salesman as ta
suggest the question whether bis
speiidthirift ways were nat a piece
af business enterprise, a kind af
genteel advertising which paid
wiel. At any rate bis father sa-w in


