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The Part Taken by India in Feeding
the World.

Continaed from Page 540,

what diminishel, but 1a the Punpjaub, in
Rajputansa, Sciad, and much of U 1de. whoat
still romains, a3 in the days of Menu, tho
staple fuod of the more opulent clesses. al-
though but little used 1u southern lndia.
Still, there has beon & great 1ncreaseof wheat
consumption 1a tho cities of southern ludia,
notably in thowe of Bengal. The greatn-
crease of pupulation in o't lndia—wheat eat-
ars as well as others—and this 1ncreasing ur-
ban consumption per unit, account for the
steady diminution of the percentage of the
crop exported in recent years, and afford as.
surance that, withuvat the advenittious ards
of famines and dearths, Indian wheat ox-
portation is likely, soun, to be a thingol the
ast,
P A yoar or two 8gy, so good an authority as
James Turner delivered aan addressin Cil-
cutta, in which the statement was made,
that, in the three precedivg years, wheat
consumption in luwer Bingal had rusen from
23,000 to 62,00 toms per annum. or from
less than 900,090 bushels to 2,40u,0uV bushsls.

The annual average umt consumptinn of
whest in India having been.6 of & bushel
during the la.t 10 yeats, and, the populativa
incroasing 1.1 per cont per anaum, it 18 not
difficuly to det:rmine how soon exports will
cease, unless thore shall ba a material in-
crease of the acres employed ia wheat pro-
duction, which is high!y improbable.

So lang ago &s Aprl 16, 1891, a leading
Indian economis stated 1n the daily Ea-
glishman of Calcutta . *'People do notre-
alize tho fact hat all the wheat India pro-
duees is required for home cnsumption. and
that this fact is not likely to be realizad untat
a serious disaster occurs, and that. even now.
Jess than 9 por cent. is exported. It is aself
ovident fact that a slight expansion of cvn-
sumption, or @ partial failara of crops of
other food graing. will be sufficient to absorb
the small proportion now exported  Basides,
we have a steady increasa of consumptioun. in
consequence of the natural grawthof the
population, as well as in the gradual im-
provement of the cosditivn of a considerable
part of tho people in the cities Itis not
generally known that the local consumption
of wheat in Calcutta exceeds 100,00) voas
aunually, ‘and yer, the fl,ur mitls of the
town do not supply An extensiva area.  Cal-
cutta and its surbarbi cousame sach o large
quantity of wheat beeause of acomparatively
well-to-do- population I beliove that. com-
paratively spoaking, India will, in alaw
years. cease to export wheat, aud soon there-
aftor bacomo aa inporiing couutry.”

At the rate, tho Indian population increas-
es, the “few years" of tma Calcutta auth-
ority will end ahout 1443 even 1f thero bs no
wcrease of umt cousuaptisn in tho urban
districts.

Just as great misconcaptions exist ragard-
ing the cost of growing wheat ia Tadia. and
in relation to Indinn dietaries, as thero dria
regard to the increaso of the whoat bearing
lands of tho empire  Theso fallacics hava
been propogated largoely by ignorant parii-
sans of all stripss. Oao breed assures us
that, as rises and falls the prico of an onnce
of a cortain meotal. 8o rises and falls tho prico
of a bushel of wheat, wiile the opponents of
this ahsurd theory. to be jast as iucuusistent
and as much in error, KSUT0 U3 Wo cay not
competo with the Indian grower ase
wheat is grown in that favored country for
as little as 18 conts per bushel. Grave son-
ators, and groat statesmen (?) wero found pro-
pogating theso baseless statements during tha
recent heated campaign, though the cost of
growing wheat in India 18 actually greater
than in thd U nited States, and Icdian com-
potition finds its stimulas in the poverty of

tho Indiau papulations, rather than in rates
of exchange.

It costs moro to grow wheat in Iudia than
in avy othor oxporting country, bicauseof
tho astounding ineth .iency of {andian labo-,
and by reason of the prevalence of mngthuds
and instrumenta of agriculturo that wero old
when the fiest E 1ropean book was written,

\Vhile the agricaltural lavor of India ¢ 'm-
mands but 5 to 8o per day, it is, by reawa of
its inefficioncy, vastly more custly than that
engaged in agriculture in the United S:ats.
ta ldia, the ground is, prepared for seeding
by from 8 to 80 plowings, that, in their to-
tality, are far less efficient than one plowing
with an American gang plow that covers
from five to cight acres a day, asagainst half
an acro in India with a forked stick drawn
by two dimidutive bullucks, After this long
and tedious process, the seed is dritbled :n
by haund through a hollow reed, and the ryut
is fortupate euough if he secures asgood a
stand from his 10 to 12 pecks «fsced as the
American does from five or six, put ian with
a drill  Diring the entira growing season,
the Indian fi 11—not fencad —-has to beguard-
ed day snd dight frm depredations by birds,
quadrapeds, aund bipeds. and, in the more
favorad district:. the fi:ld is irrigated, ata
cost of from $1 to 83 per acre for water
Wheanp the barvest begias, we find the peas-
ant usipg, in most diaricts, a sickle that has
an iron blads not more thau six inches long,
with which sitting on his huaches, he cuts
one-twelfth of as acre daily— his baing an
averageday’s work - which is gathered and
bound by an assistant  When wnightfall
comes. the peasant aud his assstant carry
the entire harvest from the fi-id upon their
head. If thd ryot’s labor is counted atde
per day. and that of the assistant at ic, we
fiad the cost of harvssting the India acre no
less than $1:08, while tne Kansas farmer,
cutiing & 15-feot swath with his header, puts
bis wheat iu the- stack at e cost of not over
75c¢ an acre. If we estimate the value of the
wheat lands of the TTuited S-ates st an aver-
age of 330 an acre, anu ' the rate ~i intar-
cst 7 per cent. we fiud the .sndrentto bea
triflo over $2 an acro. Ia Iudia the wheat
lauds pay & land-rent tax of $3 to0 £3.50 an
acre accrding to quality, and the average
yield is bnt $9.85 bushels au acro, a3 agaiust
138 bushels in the Uunited States.

As & mater of fact, counting the cos of
the water used in irrigation, wneat is grown
iu [vudia &t o cust fully 59 per cent. in axcess
uf the averaga in the Uaited States,

Herot Jfure, 1adian exports have bwa due.
in u very great measure, to the ryot's nead of
mooey wherawith to pay goverumene dues.
aud hs inability to procure this moaey from
the limwd unember of wheat eators among
the Iudisn populatinn,
silver will bp no less hereafter, bat domestic
cousumars of wheat constautly increase,
whule thero i3 no 1ncrease of tho wheat-bear-
iog acres, whatover. The result will be,
that greassr aud greater proportions-of the
product will bo absorbed av homo, though

tho [adian population, asa whole, tncreases
iu poverty inswad of .o prosperity, and more
aad more of-the culuvated acres will prob-
ably bo devoted, year by year. to thoss coars-
er fuods upon which cho masses subsist,

Evidencoof *he increasiug poverty of the
Indian raral population (181,000,0J40) 18 fecnd
oa every hand, aud proceeds {rom the navuro
of this ald civihzation. From carliest sges,
tho Hindu fathor bas dividod ms holding, no
matter how small, among all his male heirs.
This subdivision has boen so lung continuwed
that tho hol® g3 over vast arcas are now
wholly insufti..eut for the sudsistoncoof a
family, and, with overy scason of dearth,
comes pinching want and stsrvation, To
sucu an extent has this gaobdivision been
carried —subdivision of the right of occas
panocy only—that purely sgricaltural popu-
lations numbering 16,000,000 occupy ies

“of prosperity in Iadia, often the very re-

| safo for the agricultural class to part wih?”

- that the increase of 8 per cant. i1n theland

“ipg the district of Ulwar. Sic James Caird
.says:

The necessity for |

than 8,000,000 acres, or under half au acee
each."

The Hon Mr. Deakin —ministor of water
supply for tho Australian cnlony of V, wung
—teolls us, in ‘“‘Irrigatod India ™ * A.moest
every year witnesses & stress in one ur marg
parts of ¢ha Indian peniosula. and it .y for.
tunate when thiscan bs ‘copad with outof
the vaparghaudauce of the mora favured dis.
tricts Tcis under this horrible pressure of
human saffaring that the Eaglish guiern.
ment of Tadia nas ndapted the pulicy of cop.
structing ‘rrigation works and railw.ys wih
loan money ‘The first proyides fuud whils
railways carny the surplusof irrigated acess
to tho starving.”

Goveraor-General Lird Lawrencstod us,
years ago * The actual cunditton of tha
masss: of the {fadian, pespla isa bare—|
might say a wmoest miserablo—oxistence. We,
its ralers, are at our wit's ead tu devsie new
sources of revenuo.”

A high official of Bangal said. r..ocninz to
the great Orissa famine of the sisties. 4.
creasing expurts are, by no meaus, evidoncs

varso. The providce of Orissa was depleted
of prodace hich was oxported to pap the
government taxes, and famine resulted.
The increase of crops for exports interferas
with the ne:essary pruduction of food for the
poople.”

Sir James Caird, Brivish royal commssion.
er to inquiro 1nto the great famine of 1875 7,
when 7,000,000 perished said: ‘-Is is very
romarkable that the dnubling of the (Iadian)
esternal trade from 1870 t. 1830, put forth
as proof of the prosperity of ageiculture, ap.
poars to have had no beaiefizial effect upon
the laud revenue. May this 1ot show thag
the railways are carrying off more than is

As the laud-tax i3 never lowaral 1 ladua,
but is frequently increased, wo may canclads

roevanue batween 1870 and 1830 iudweatesan

increase of less thau 8 per cent in the acres
and r crops, though, ia the meanume. the

Indiaun populations increased by mure than

(110 por cont. a3 must thoir reanirements have
one.

Ia speaking of the 78),0)) poople inhatut.

** There ure threo cla-ses of peoplain

the state, a3 distinguished by their fond, ie
the proportion of 4, 16 and 89. Tho fiest (¢
por ceat). consume, without stint, milk-por-
ridge, ghi. sugar and good fisur. Tho secnd
class (16 per cant). have buttermilk parridzs,
a littlo ghi, no sugar and oaly cnarss graa.
Tho third clas: (8) per cent). have ouly
wat r-porrid e and coarse graiun. .

‘Tho Governur of Bangol stated. - Half
our agricultural pupalation nover kunows,
from yoar’s end to yoir's end. whatitist
bave its huoger fally satisfied.”

The author of ‘Irrigated India™ says:
*Tho pressare of war aud despotism have
been removed. bat the pressure of popuiation
romains, Thero are, tn ths presidency of
Madras, 15,000.000 poople who hive upon an
avorago of one-halfi ponny @ day, tho carn-
ings of a fawily of fivo persons amouating to
bat 184 & weck.

Sic Wa. H. Haoer, long avd prominent-
ly connectod with tho Indian givernmeat
says: ‘‘Fally one filth the people of Iadir.
goobh'r’ough their ontire lives on insafheier.
fo

And io bis **Indian Empire” he talls us:
* In Bangal, 24,000,000 struggle to lise
on 15,000 000 acres, or & fittlo over hall
an acre apicca. Wo sco, thercioro in
Iodia, & donso population of hausbandmen.
Whorover thoir numbers excood one to ths
acra, tho strugglo for oxistonco bocomes bard,
At half an scrospioco, that strugglo s ter

{Ooatlaned'sa Paga 150.)



