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1899
IEF 0F THE LUMB3ER TRADE

GENERAL SURVEY.
maniy respects 1899 wvas a reînarkable year
e lumber trade. A niost active demand,
rices and a reasonable profit ta inanufactur-
xere Icatures ai the seasan's business. If
ate ruturns %vere avaiiabie, they wvould un-
tedly show an increased home trade and a
derable expansion in lte volume ai export
css. From almost every province ai tue
ingit titere %vas an increase in shipments ta
n coulîtries, and particularly wvas there an
vement in flic United States trade.
e ai the most striking features af the year's
ess "vas tue almost tînprccedented demand
ardwoads and the lover grades ai pine and
e. Sa great wvas the demand for low grade
titat at the close ai the year this quaiity ai

er was in mare scarit supply titan the upper
b~es.

nîber prîces bteadily improved from lthe eariy
g ta about the month of Septenîber, %vlîen
%vas a particularly sharp advance, braught

iýrtly by increased freiglît and insurance
e,,gn partiy by the campetition in buying

sfr rail and wvinter requirements. %Vhile
v'era.geprices for ali grades-of lumber wvere

the profits ai manuifacturers wvere reduced
sitie extent by thie increased cast ai iabor and
lies. Tte -cast ai produ.cing lunîber, calcu-

trgfioin tue truc to the fiîîislied praduct, vas
r t tva dollars per thousand teet ltigher titan

te previous year, so titat reckoîiitg ait an

lice on the fiîtislied prtiduct of tva dollars
thtits.aîid feet, the nianuiacîutrer's profit
d be increasedonly by about one dollar.

lemi e cxpansion af tue lumber trade during the
%v*as v'ery iargeiy due ta increased bidn

k.atiomîs and a revival iii iîîdustriai uines. The
-consuining industries ai the country aper-

t. teadiiy tîtrougitout tue year, nîany ai tlîem
-ing night and day. The result w~as a large

r, ase in the consumrptii ai iumber. Mining

im lorpment also created a demand for lumber.

ua'pting a slight expalnsion, there wvere n
Lad lnr features ai the .expart trade. Great

iii remains aur best customer, and wiul, wve
rG ii vcntinue ta provide a market for a greater

titCanadian lumber cacit year. Austra-
î9 outit Anterica, the Wlest Indies, China and
~ fn iÎre tisa pro mising markets for Canadian

- f he trend ai fareign trade seems ta bo
edrection ai dloser relations betwveen the

ja fac turer and the consumer.
t.me of wvriting there is much uncertainty

rding the business ai the current year. Pros-
aie favorable ta a large demand for iumber,

toiO

and preparations wcre made by the luniberînen
early iii the winter to gct out a large stock or logs.
ln this they seemi likely to be preveîîted by un-favorable weathcr conditions. The resuit will
probably o that the production of luniber will
not: meet the requirements aofli tnearkets, and
titat present prices wvill be rnaintained if thcy are
not considerably advanced.

ONTARIO.
Lumber manuicturing wvas uinuisual> acti%e

in the province of Ontario during Y899c, and the
general conditions surrousidingtlhe trade werestuch
as to give encouragement f0 lumbernien. It
wvas the first year iii which the benafits of the
manuifacturing clause were realized. Although
this legisiation wvent into, effect on April 3ath,
1898, the lumbermen wvere pernîitted ta cxport: iii
thec summier of that year the logs cuit during the
previaus winter. The cfTect af thc regulation, so
far as the sawing ai lumber is concerned, did flot
begin to be feIt until the spring ofilast year. The
resuit of the legisiation wvas a largely incr2ased
production of lumber iii western Canada in cani-
parison withi the previous yenr and t*.e putting
into operation of mills that had been idie for
years. Tiiere vias a marked revival in the indus-
try, the cost af labor and supplies wvas highier,
and the countr> generaîll becanie more pro.-per.
aus as a result. The full benefit of the lavi, how-
ever, bas only commenced ta bc realizcd, as front
year ta year a greater number ai saw-rnills and
wvood-working factories wiii be establishied. At
the prescrit tirne newv milis are in course of con-
struction, and others are being refitted for
aperations next season.

While the production of lumber in the Georgiani
Bay district was considerabiy lîcavier than in the
previoîîsyear, theoutput af the OttawaValley milis
shows a falling off. The total pine pro-
duct ion af the province, nevertheless, wvas prab-
ably ioo,ooo,ooo feet greater than in the senson
af î8g8s.

Througliout the entire year there wvas an active
demand for pine lumber. Many sharp advances
in prices took place, particuiarly in the iower
grades. Mill culis, for instance, at Georgian
Bay points wvhich sold in 1898 at $55c per tlîou-
sand viere readiiy taken las t year at an advance
ai $3. Much of this class af stock 'vas shipped
ta the United States, the co.t Ia the purchaser
beling thus increased by the i mport duty of S2 per
thousand. Before the close af the season ail
available box lumber hacl been picked up, and the
higher grades viere purc hiased ta same e\tent for
bcx-making. This resulted in an advance in the
price ai the better quaîlity af pine Itîmber. There
was probably an advance during the yearaverag-
ing $2 per thousand feet an ail grades. A quart-
tity af deals cut b>'. the Georgian Bay mills wvas
shipped ta Great B <t tain, but flie Ottawa Valley
conti nues ta hold the bulk ai this trade awing ta
its favorable location for shipping purposes. The
Ottawa Valley manufacturers realized for their
Britis hl stock sliglitly higher prices than in 1898,
wvhile aeir shipments ta the United stqtes,
whicli were considerable, they secured a sub-
stantiai advance.

Cedar and hemlock lumber shared in the im-
provemnent, thec advance in price being about
$2 per thausand. Hcmlock which sald nt milîs
in Western Ontario at ,ý6 in the spring brauiglt

ais higli as $8 toward the close ai the year. There
wa, a greater uise of these classes of tirlber for
builing liurposes.

'l'iîe hardwood industry miade a niariced ad-
vaîlcemlent. Sa great vas the dentiand titat buy.
crs fouîîd it impossible ta purchase ta tue full
extent of their re.quircnîcnts, andl towards (lie
close ai the year the qluestion ai price becamie a
sccondary consideration. Asît advanîced during
the year about $4, and~ el"' «'bout $3 Per thousand.
On iîardvoods generally there wvas a gain of abuut
$3 per thousand. The full extent oi titis advancc,
hovever, vas not rcai:xoj oy somne nianufactur-
CrS. tvlo had solU their otput carly i flic scason
at lower prices titan tiiose wvhicli ruled later iii
the ycar. The cost oflags vas iikevise cansider-
ably highier. But, considering aIl the conditions,
vie belicve that. the miargin ai profit in the manu-
facture ai hardwood lumber excecded any year
for tîte past (lecade.

Shingles and J:îtl ivere in brisk cmand during
the yecar. The price ai sitingles did not advance
iii proportion ta other stock, but the sanie cannot
be said ai lath. No. i lath, whichi sold carly in
the spring at $ i. S per thousand, readiiy round a1
purch.eýer before the close ai the year at S3-75.
This represents an advance of 25o per cent.,
whilî ib alinost unprecedenitd in lumber trade
history.

Reverting ta the lumiber production, wve give
below the ;ttt lor tvo ycars ot tventy-one milis in
Wu.c.terni Oiittaj. The toais -,hotv an inmrease
ai production last ycar equal ta about fiity per
cent. The figures are given wvith a view v aisidi-
cating the increase in the production, and repre-
sent but aî smiai proportion ai the total ctit ai the
district

CVT OF SOMF NWE5TI:RxI ONTAMOî NMaLLS.
legg-Fecî. ,8>n-rect

Jamencs Plaî'Çatir, Midlatt...... .. a 6,tlto,ooo 32.000,000
Gteorg.tii BaIusibut Ca ....- ý,'o.uao 29.O00.00O
Victoria 1llariior Liînher Co 21.500,000 24.500.000
Clicw arc)%., .Wlaad..1i....... ... 15,0o0.0o0 -1O,000.oOo
C. B'CI( 'Mfg. Co.. Plea.18 . 1,5aoo5.00,000 .n.0
Laogtord Ls..îber CO ... ........ 8,oooo0 i 2.tlo.oOO
Toiner & Grei.garv, Collingwood. . 3,000,000 8'otiooto
M. t3avd & Co., Batîe.tvgeoîî .... s'0oo.000 3.000,000
Gotlericth Li,.,nhcr Co.. Godericli . 3.000,000 3.500.000
I-iarrison & l-awke, Sliiallowv Lake s,500,000 2,000,000
Snider L.,nîter CO-, G.elra.4.5110,000 6. 200,000
1I. Cargill & Soit, CargilA.......4,oo0,510 5,300,000
Sosilî River Lismber Coa......... 2.500,000 5.000 Oaa0
t3litid Rser Lusîmhcr Co ......... 2,500,000l 3,500,000
'. Ionmps..n & Aver>* SharboL Like i,200,000 2.000,000
W,î. Njoine, Trotit Creek .. ...... 2'o0,00'- 3.000,000
D. 0. Coolier, Coliilggaort..2,i00,000 z2,500,000
J.' E. Mlirphy, I lepworth station 1,0,0 1 Ioo,ooo O.O
Joint C.tre%, Lisid.iay .... ....... 2,500,000 3.000,000
J. llI.trr.oi & Soli., Oaen Sundlt. 4,000,000 3,500,000
A. Niiserson & CO., L.onigfird

MilAN.......... ... ....... 5,0P00.000 6.000.000
Total ...... .. .126,200,000 575,500,000

Aiter careful investigation the lumber produc-
tion of tie Ottawa Valley in £899 is placed at
532-,000,000 feet. Belowv is givemi a statcmient of
the separate aîîd canîbisied cuts af the mills for
the past two seaîsons. It w~ill be observccf that,
in camparison ivith the previauis year, a decrease
is siîown ai about ioo,ooa,000 fée. Tii" explana-
tlion ai titis is that the Bronsoîî & WVeston mili
aîîd Wm. Mason &Son's mili at Ottawa, and flic
miii ai the Canada Lumlber Co. at Carleton
Place, were flot aperated during tîte year. The
combined cut af these thre mils iii 1898 was
36,000,000 feet. R. & W. Conroy's mili at Des-
clients, vihicit cut 17,000,000 ct il' 1898, wvas
destroyed by rire in July last, Mienî oniy 3.000.000
feet had been cut. Anoter circumstancc wvas iliat


