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CONFLICT OF CONTROL OF CORPORATIONS,

Public utility companies of the minor class wholly within the
province shoulu be subject to provineial control alome. What
they are is a ‘question of the general covstruction of their ob-
jects. The construction and operation of an electrie railroad
from Toronto to Hamilton or from Toronto to Newmarket may
be without doubt for the general advantage of Canada, because
on its line freight may be consigned to sny place in another
province, But it is difficult to see how a power line from To-
ronto to Niagara Falls can by any method of construetion be
held to be for .he general advantage of Canada. By mno possibie
means can it affect the interests of the inhabitants of another
province, and it is diffieult .0 see that because this line may
transmit power to the State of New York it is so. For the pur.
pose of control, eleetricity .3 a commodity of commerce and the
product of the power plant could be treated as any other com-
modity. The limit of absurdity appears to have been reached
when promoters suggested that the right to ‘transmit power
from Isle Royal should be included in the objects of a loeal con-
cern at Port Arthur in order that the undertaking might be de-
clared to be for the genoral advantage of Canada.

Similar disorder obtains in the creation and eontrol of private
corporations. In the case above referred to it was contended on
behalf of the Minister of Justice that section 92(11) of the
British North America Act, ‘‘The incorporation of companies
with provineial objeets,”’ limited the objects of provineially in-
corporated eompanies to the incorporating province. Sir Louis
Davies in his judgment does not go this far. At page 431, he
says:— ‘It by no means follows from this, however, that every-
thing the compan:- does beyond the ares of the provinee within
which it is limited to do business in furtherance of or ancilliary
or incidental to its main objects or purposes ig necessarily ultra
vires,”’ and he instances a manufaeturmg company which may
go beyond the province to purchase its raw material or machin-
ery. It would be a most difficult question to determine in many
cases what is the main and what are incidental objects. A
Judgment of the Court would, in many cases, be necessary. For




