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coast-waters of the several1 States, to be "subject to the authority
or will"' of the United States or of any of the States of the Union,
or "'to be interfered with at ail, whether reasonably or unrea.
sonably."

.And if the argument of "long-continued acquiescence," so,
strenuously claimedl againat Great Britain by the United States
in the Alaska boundary case, and sustained by the American
jurists on that tribunal, is a doctrine of International Lavi
aftecting national sovercignties, it mnust be held to be more,
foreeful whon ciaimed against the UJnited States in these fishory
disputes. In the Alaska case "the long-continued acquiescence
of Great I3ritain" çonsisted chiefly of boundary lines on niaps,
publis 'hed by subjects, and some officiais, not representatives of
the British Government in its relations with foreign powers.
Ii; these flshery cases, however, "the ion g-continued acq nies-
cetice of the United States" is evidenced by the executive actions
of its Government, in agreeir~g to a succession of treaties con-
ccding fishery privileges to American fishermen within the
territorial coast-waters of Conada and Newfoundland, from
1818 to the signed, but Senate-unratified, Treaty of 1888,-
the later ones recognïzing the Colonial Sovereignty of legis-
lative ratification,-and to the modus vivendi of 1888,
operative in Newfoundland uiltil lately, and stili operative in
Canada." The fiBshery laws of Newfoundland, now objected
ra, had been passed prior to the Washington Treaty, as stated
hy Lord Salisbury; and as there is nothing in any of the
protocols, or treaties, nor irn the mnodus vivendi of 1888, object-
ing to the now inipeached flshery laws, it is therefore reason-
able to claim that by the legisiative ratification clauses in these
treaties, and the modus vivendi, and the official admissions of
Secretaries Marcy, Bayard and Boutwell, quoted above, there
lias been "a long continued acquiescence" by the UTnited

SOThe modus vivendi provide% fil elause 4: "Forfeiture to be exacted
only fer thte offences of flehing, )r preparing-to flsh, in territorial waters."
which Importa int<' t.he mnodus ýivendi the statutory penialtie~s for such of-
fenes. Sée Statutea of Canada, 1888, 51 Vkt. o. 30. The previous Oanadian
Fishlng Acts are recited in 31 Vict. c. 60, s. 20.
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