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in the presence of the Most Blessed Sacrament of
Thy body and Thy Precious Blood which is the tab-
ernacle of God among men, make a vow of perpetual
stability in this mission of the Hurons; understand-
ing all things as the Superiors of the Society shall
explain them and as they choose to dispose of me.
I conjure Thee, therefore, oh my Saviour, to be
pleased to receive me as a perpetual servant of this
mission and to make me worthy of so lofty a min-
istry. Amen.”

The heroic act was done and it was irrevocable;
Chabanel had burned his ships behind him; and
though rebellious nature continued to tax his virtue,
grace prevailed. We shall see that God granted him
the perseverance he so ardently desired.

The continual inroads of the Iroquois had obliged
the Jesuits to abandon their isolated residences for
more populous settlements where they should be
better able to defend themselves. One of the resi-
dences thus affected was St. Ignace which was trans-
ferred to within two leagues of Fort Ste. Marie.

Chabanel aided Brébeuf in this work
pomored 10 in the spring of 1648, and became his

companion and assistant at the neigh-
boring hamlet of St. Louis. In February, 1649,
having received an order to quit St. Ignace and
proceed of the Petun nation, he was succeeded by
Gabriel Lalemant who, a month later, was seized,
cruelly tortured for eighteen hours and then put to
death.

This opportunity of suffering for Christ, so near
at hand and so quickly lost, was keenly felt by Father




