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Paces in Circuit, in the Middle of which

there was fometimes feen a large Tree float-

ing, which maugre all the Force of the

Tides and Floods Readily kept its Poft, and

landing upright, fecmcd to turn upon its

Root as upon a Pivot. However this was,

fo far is certain, that a kind of fuperftitious

Worfliip was paid to it by the Indians^ who
hung it round with the Skins of Beavers, and

other Animals 3 it was alfo deemed an ill

Omen when it chanced to be under Water,

and could not be feen by them as they

palled in their Canoes along the River,

Upon thefe Reports of the hidians^ Mr. La
*Tour (whofe Character we fhall fee in the

enfuing Hiftory) went in his Longboat with

fix Pair of Oars to the Place, and coming up
where it flood, fadened his Cable round it,

and fet all his Hands to work in order to force

it away ; but all in vain, the miraculous

Stump mock'd their utmoft Efforts, and could

not be difpofTeffed of its Station, notwith-

{landing the Sloop had the Advantage of the

Current.
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I allow this in itfelf is a very idle Story,

and be fides the Phenomenon, if true, when
flripped of fome Circumflances which Super-

ilition has hung upon it, might eafily be ac-

counted for in a natural Way ; but at the
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