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ihh time on board the fliip, but at the rendezvous. It naturally oc-

curs to aflc, why did not Lieutenant Sinclair, in obedicnco to tlu'

orders of the government, immediately difcharge thefe men ? If he-

had enlifted tliem ignorantly, the fpirlt, nay, the letter of his orders,

obliged him to difcharge them as foon as he ki from the higheft

authority, their commanding officer, that they \\ ere deferters from his

fhip. Many honeft well meaning men have contended, that the

word of a publick oficer ought to be rcfpefted.

This is an excellent general principle, and the obfervance of it

would tend very much to preferve the peace of nations : but we

fliould not forget that this rule has a double application. It op-

crates as much in favour of the ofRcers of other nations as of our

own. When, therefore. Lord James Townfhcnd pledged his word

to Lieutenant Sinclair, that the men whom he had enlillcd, contrary

to the orders of our government, were his failors, and that the

Britifli government had a pr.iperly in their ferviccs, it was as much

the duty of Lieutenant Sinclair to give full faith to the word of

Captain Tuwiifliend, as it was the duty of Captain Humphreys to

give credit to the declaration of Captain Barron :— it was Hill

llrongcr ;—Lieutenant Sinclair did not, could not know that the

declaration of Lord Townfliend was untrue ; but Captain Hum-

phreys did know that the declaration of Commodore Barron was

unfounded, and he turned out to be right in the fa6l.

Lieutenant Sinclair made an evafive anfwer to the application of

Captain Townfliend, and did not deliver or difcharge the men. An
application was then made to Captain Decatur, wlio referred liim

back to Sinclair. The Britilh Conful applied to the Mayor of

Norfolk for thefe men, but without effedl—and laftly, the Britifli

Miniller applied to our government, who replied, tiiat they had on

a former occafion ftated their reafons for not complying with tlicir

lequefl, and liiat moreover the men were Americans.

Thefe men, who, with the exception of Hill, were allwi/z/tif B'-it-

ijhfeamm, and had no claims from refidence or other caufes on our

protcdion, were all continued on board the Chefapeake, wliile at

Wafhington, under the eye of our government. No nieafurcs ap-

pear to have bei ii taken to afcertain their claims to our proteftion.

No evidence down to this ddy has ever been publiflied in relation t"
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