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n.'ived, on account of its |ioliticul tendon-

tins, should «.'xcilu ainoiiii; both flasse.s u
deep Icehtig of indigniuion, nnd add so-

riously to tin; distrust with which the gov-
ornmunt was regarded.

In addition to tho irritation engendered
])y tho j)()sitioii of parties by tlie specific

causes of dispute to whicli I have advt-rt-

cd, and by those features in tiin govern-
ment of the colony which deprive tho

people of all power to effect a settlement

on the (piestions by which the country is

most deeply agitated, orto redress abuses
i'l ihe institutions or in the adminisiratiun

of the province, thcro are permanent
causes of discontent, resulting from the

existence of deep-scatod impediments in

tlio way of its industrial progress. Tho
province is without any of those means
by which tho resources of a country aro

developed, and the civilization of a peo-

ple is advanced or upheld. The genend
administration of justice, it is true, ap-

pears to bo much better in Upper than

in Lower Canada. Courts of justice, r.t

k'ast, are brought into every m;in's neigh-

bourhood by u system of circuits ; nnd
there is still some uitegnty in juries. But
there are general complaints of the union

of political and judicial functions in the

chief justice ; not because any suspicion

attaches to that judge's discharge of his

duties, but on account of the party

grounis upon which his subordinates are

supposed to be appointed, and tho party

hias attrdnited to them. Complaints, loo,

similar to those which I have adverted to

ni the Lower Province, are made against

tlie system by which the sherill's are ap-

pointed
; it is stated that they are selected

exclusively from the friends or depend-
ents of the ruling paity ; that very insuf-

ficient securities arc taken from them
;

and llio money arising from executions

and sales, wiiich are represented as un-

hap|)ily very numerous in this province,

generally remains in their hands for at

least a year. For reasons also which I

have specified in my account of the Low-
er Province, the composition of the Ma-

gistracy appears to bo serious cause of
mischief and dissatisfaction.

But independently of these .sources of
complaint are trie impediments which I

have mentioned. A very ciuisiderable

portion of the province has neither roads,

post-ollices, mills, schools, nor churches.

The people may raise enough for their

own subsistence, and may even have a
rudo and comfortless plenty, but they can
seldom nc(juiro wealth; nor can even
wealthy landowners prevent their child-

ren from growing up ignorant and boor-

ish, and from occupying a far lower men-
tal, moral, and social position than they

themselves fill. Their means of commu-
nication witn each other or the chief

towns of the province are limited and
uncertain, with the exception of tho la-

bouring class, most of the emigrants who
have arrived within the last ten years are

poorer now than at the time of their ar-

rival in the province. There is no ade-

quate system of local assessment to im-

prove the means of communication ; and
the funds occasionally voted for this pur-
pose are, under the present system, dis-

posed of by a House of Assembly which
represents principally the interests of tho'

more settled districts, and which it Is al-

leged has been chiefly intent in making
the disposal a means of strengthening the

influence of its members In the constitu-

encies which they represent. These
funds have consequently almost always
been applied in that part of the country

\\hore they were least needed ; and they
have been too frequently expended so as
to produce scarcely any perceptible ad-

vantages. Of the lands which were ori-

ginally appropriated for the support of
schools throughout the country, by far the

moit valuable portion has been diverted

to the endowment of the university, from
which those only derive any benefit who
reside in Toronto, or those who, having
a large assured income, are enabled to

maintain their children in that town at an
expense which has been estimated at d£50

per annum for each child. Even in the

most thickly peopled districts there are


