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1)\- siili' with l!u' \ oliint.uics of the ii])])L'r prov-iiicc. It now appear^, ritlicr that

tlir loiv anel luT' '• a;4italioii which set asi.h' ihi' <_;,riiits of ( Il-oi-mc the Third

was all in \-ain, or else that the rule whieh is \-,ili(l as a_L;aiii>t the cmlow-

inein o{ a Ptolt'stant eler!;)' !'> a Hriti'-h Moiiareh ilocs ii()t api)l)- to the pious

I'.esi'Mis ^)\ a l.iiiL;' who. in hi-- /.e,il t'oi' the Koinan ('atholie lailli, oi'dained tliat

up )ii llu' >hores of New l''rauce no I'rolestant should srt his toot.

In the jui'posed eiulowment o'( the Jesuits by the leemt legislation of the

l'ro\ince of <j'ueliec. we luid oui'selvr- tace" to face witii tile old dispute, .md under

condition- wiiieh ])reehule the eonteiuion that the onestion, as it now arisus, is

one altOL!,i'thei' of provincial interest, or to \)c -ettled !>} purel\' ])ro\'ineial con-

siderations; and the conditions which pri'-ent tluMn-^ei\-e.s make e\'ei_\' objection

which nia\" be ur;4cd against rcliL;i()Us endownnMits in .general appl)' witii tentoUl

force to this one in particular.

Into the L^encral quotion we neeil not enter. As we stated ,it the outset, that

(lUistion has lieen settletl, and to justif>* this particular e.xception fioin the

])rincii)lc establisiied, it clearly ilevoK'o upon its advocates to show upon what

(TiH)unds that justification is basecl. This, we are l)OMnd to sa)-, .M. Mercier has

done his best to accornplish. In the preamble to his bill he ^i\-es us all tiie

evidence, and all the facts, or assumptions of tact, u;)(in which h's action rests,

and it must be atimitted that the atldress and ijlausibility with which lie sets

about his task, are worthy of the object in \iew.

Having by a previous i\ct L,Mven incorporation to the Socict)- of Jesus, .M.

Mercier, in the preamble to his Act, dwells upon the " uneasiness " felt with

re""ard to the Jesuits' estates, and this view he sujjports by reference to various

demands which certain ecclesiastics have, frcjm time to time, made for a settle-

ment of the question of the ownershi[) of the propertj-—a property to which, as

he subsequently admits, the ckumants iiave only a moral ri^dit, but for which

///()' arc entitled to conipeiisaiioti. He then proceeds to clear the way by statinjj^

that " on the occasion of the settlement of this delicate ipiestion certain Protest-

ant educational institutions will receive a fair allowance {proportionate to the

numerical importance of the minorit)- in this province." Havin<.,r thus provided

for the possible opposition of the " Protestant minority," the astute ijremier goes

on to overcome the hostility which, as is well known, a large i)art c^f the majority,

clerical as well as la)', entertained to his proposal ; .ind for the [Huq)ose he, the

responsible minister of a British province, not only appeals to the Pope of Roine

for leave to ileal with a property which, according to the law of the land, had

duh- escheated to the Crown tor want of an)' legal owners, but publishes

ill exttiiso, in the preamble of his bill, the whole correspondence between himself

as Premier of (Juebec, the Prijcurator of the Jesuits, and the " Prefect of the

Sacred College of the Propaganda," who writes as directl)- representing the Pojje.

And a ver)' remarkable correspondence it is, in spirit as well as in letter, bringing

home to us more fully than anything pul>lished in the JMigiish language has

hitherto done, the sort of religious and [)olitical P'rankenstein which our fore-

fathers unwittingly created at the ca[)itulation of Oiiebec, and which now, in so

many wa)'s, bU^ks tin; [jath of progress for this Dominion.
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