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which no opportunity is suffered to escape, however-

abhorrent their mode of conducting it may appear to

civilized people, or however it may differ from the

legitimatized murders of more refined governments,

it ought not to be a subject of wonder that the Indian

warriors should often seek to come in collision with

the advanced settlers. They do seek it, and terrible

is the vengeance they ofl n inflict on these imfor-

tunate outposts to civilized life, for the imputed

infringements of their rights. ? .: •".: i*fj j.:r;!

• The outsettlers are generally men of indolent, and

frequently dissolute habits : they, for the most part,

hunt and fish to procure a livelihood ; and this wan-

dering mode of life makes them acquainted with the

neighbouring Indians, their manners, and languages,

and finally, with the situations most propitious for

their pursuits. Under such circumstances, perhaps

with consent, though tliis courtesy is but little

regarded, lured by the present prospects, and re-

gardless of future dangers ; first, one or two, and

afterwards more families, venture irito the territories

of the Indians, till in fact the jealousy of the latter

becomes excited, when, if possible, they scheme and

execute their destruction. The Indians are also

often provoked by other causes : such, for instance,

as frauds and thefts practised upon them, which pro-

voke to retaliation and aggression ; consequently,

the innocent and guilty indiscriminately suffer.

Such conduct, mutually practised by them and the

whites, along the whole extent of the conceived,,

though arbitrary boundary, is the cause of the inve-

terate liostility that exists between them, and leads


