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over knew him to come. Cards and the cock
pit have been imputed to him, but most errone
ously. I never saw him engaged in either. 
Duels wçrc usual in that time, and he had hie 
share of them, with their unpleasant concomi
tants ( but they passed away with all their ani
mosities, and he has often been seen sealouely 
pressing the advancement of those agsinst whom 
he had but lately been arrayed in deadly hos
tility.

His temper was placable as well as irascible, 
and his reconciliations were cordial and sincere. 
Of that, my own case was a signal Instance. 
After a deadly foud, I became his confidential 
adviser ; was offered the highest marks of his 
favor, and received from hie dying bed a mes
sage of friendship, dictated when life was de
parting, and when he would have to pause for 
breath. There was a deep-seated vein of piety 
in him, unaffectedly showing itself in hie rever
ence for divine worship, respect for the ministers 
of the gospel, their hospitable reception in his 
house, and constant encouragement of all the 
pious tendencies of Mrs. Jackson. And when 
they both afterwards became members of 
church, it was the natural and regular result of 
their early and cherished feelings. He was gen 
tie in hie house, and alive to the tenderest emo
tions ; and of this, I can give an instance, greatly 
in contrast with his supposed character, and 
worth more than a long discourse in showing 

. what that changer really was. I arrived at 
hie house one wet chilly evening, in February, 
and came upon him in the twilight, sitting alone 
before the fire, a lamb and a child between his 
knees. He started a little, called a servant to 
remove the two innocents to another room, and 
explained to me how it was. The child had 
cried because the lamb was out in the cold, and 
begged him to bring it in—which he had done 
to please the child, his adopted son, then not 
two years old. The ferocious man does not do 
that 1 and though Jackson had his passions and 
his violence, they were for men and enemies— 
those who stood up against him—and not for 
women and children, or the weak and helpless 
for all whom his feelings were those of protec
tion and support His hospitality was active 
as well as cordial, embracing the worthy in 
every walk of life, and seeking out deserving 
objects to receive It, no matter how obscure. 
Of this, I learned a characteristic instance
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relation to the son of the famous Daniel Boone. 
The young man had come to Nashville on his 
fkther’s business, to be detained some weeks, 
and had his lodgings at a small tavern, towards 
the lower part of the town. General Jackson 
heard of it ( sought him out ; found him ; took 
him home to remain as long sa his business de
tained him in the country, saying, “Yourfkther’s 
dog should not stay in a tavern, where I have a 
house.” This was heart ! add I had it from the 
young man himself; long after, when lie was a 
State Senator of tlie General Assembly of Mis
souri, and, as such, nominated me for the United 
States Senate, at my first election, in 1820 : sn 
act of hereditary friendship, as our fathers had 
been early friends.

Abhorrence of debt, public and private, dis
like of banks, and love of hard money—love of 
justioe and love of country, were ruling pas
sions with Jackson ; and of these he gave con
stant evidence in all the situations of his life. 
Of private debts he contracted none of his own, 
and made any sacrifices to get out of those in
curred for others. Of this he gave a signal in
stance, not long before the war of 1812—selling 
the improved part of his estate, with the best 
buildings of the country upon it, to pay a debt 
incurred in a mercantile adventure to assist a 
young relative ; and going into log-houses in the 
forest to begin a new home and farm. He wa# 
living in these rude tenements when he van
quished the British at New Orleans ; and, prob
ably, a view of their conqueror’s domicile would 
have astonished the British officers as much ss 
their defeat had done. He was attached to his 
friends, and to his country, and never believed 
any report to the discredit of either, until com
pelled by proof. He would not believe in the 
first reports of the surrender of General Hull, 
and became sad and oppressed when forced to 
believe It He never gave up a friend in a doubt
ful case, or from policy, or calculation. He was 
a firm believer in the goodness of a superintend
ing Providence, and in the eventua. right judg
ment and justice of the people. I have seen him 
at the most desperate part of his fortunes, and 
never saw him waver m the belief that all would 
oome right in the end. In the time of Cromwell 
he would have been a puritan.

The character of his mind was that of judg
ment, with a rapid and almost intuitive percep
tion, followed by an instant and decisive action.


