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in congress, a I'lict quilo iiildlig-ibli' whoji vvc ooiisidcr that tlu! kiiii;' was, as lav as the.

old colonists saw, the I'introlling power ill the natidii. and tliiii pailiaiin'iiiary goveru-

niont, as wi' know it in these times, was not unders*(ii>d l)y tht; Aiiierieans. Tlie I'vainers

of the Aniei'iean const iluli(Jii knew that auKHiL;' tlie roynl prerogatives was tlie rigiit ol'

veto, although they ibrgot it had not Iteen exereised lor one itnndred and seventy years
;

but they gave it to tlie pivsideiii eliielly he.anse I hey tlionght it would 'le a valuable

eheek on the otlierwise arliilrary power of eoniiiess. If I should pursu(^ this suhjei-t still

further, we would see ihroiighoui ilie politieul system of (nir neighbors many otiier evi-

dences of their desire to reprodut'e British i)raetiees and rules wiien eousisteni with the

system of republican liberty I liey were attempting to establish. Cjinada, (in liie other

hand, has remaini>d a dependency, and has necessarily kei)t pace with Die i)i()iiressive

stu"'es of parliameiUary and responsil)le government of the parent state. < )ar liovern-

raent has always closely followeil the imiiovtaiii rules and maxims whicii nuike np I lie

lirilish constitution. Our statutory law is drawn in a izreat measnre from that of Eng-

land. It is then most advis ble for us to consi(b'r in wliat respects, if any, the United

States system is an improi'einent upon our own. "Whilst it is vtry interesting to nott;

the dittereuces in the working of (he two svsiems of u-overnmeiit, it is still more import-

ant to observe the operaiion of their federal system from which that of t'anadM is taken

ir essential resix'cts. In siiort, an elaborate series of lectures I'ully dealing with the

naxure and workinn' of the political institutions of our neighbors should necessarily form

a prominent feature of any course of Political Scieni'c, if it is to !« made of pvactii a I and

real value to the stirdents of a university.

I might dwell at consid"rable length on the many snbjei'ts that naturally suggest

hemselves to my mind in conin-ction wilii so suggestive a ihenu'. Our own system of

goverument itself, drawn as it is irom the constitutional and jiolitical .xperiiMicc of Enu-

land and of the United States, is reph'te with matter for study and reJiection. Of Canada

and her institutions (particiilarly her local government, and her federal system), it mav
be truly said, she "is the heir of all the ages." For instance, the federal ich'a is one

whicli originated witli the leagues that existed in aiiciei't (Irceo', with those famous

Achiean and Lycian federated nations which played so important a part in tlie history of

the ancient world. We can trace its principles, according to the l'"rench historian, tJu'")t,

in the working of the feudal system, and in the relations that exis'ted bi'lweeii the rude

communities of Europe and the IViulal kin^- or ,hiel to whom they professed io pay a modi-

fied homage. AVe cau see that it has been I he source of securit y upon which the Swiss Can-

tons have relied for centuries, thouii'h surrounded by hostile and jealous nations. It is •>

system which rests on the basis of local self-novernmeiit and a central authority, and it

is interesting to trace its development tlirough ail times until at la>i it has found its most

perfect realization in the United States, Canada, and tlie remodelled Swiss Confederation,

as well as in the Empires of Ciennany and Austria, where the machinery is in a measure

Liore complicated than in tin- American example of federation.

All these subjects to which 1 have wry briefly referred, as immediately assoinated

with, and indeed falling natura'.ly under, the ueneric term of Polilical Science, are

important to us inasmuch as they bear more or less directly on the development and

operation of the elaborate system of federal government which we possess at last as the

results of more than a century of political struggle aud achievement.


