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SUPPly

Ms. Meredith: Madam Speaker$ nobody lis suggesting to

ignore seme of tie causes of crime. However te sugÊgest thaï, al

peer people are potential criminals, to suggest that ail single

parent families are creating criminals is totally unfair. These

groups are getting very tired of 'taking the blame for producing
the criminais.

As 1 mentioned i my speech, crime crosses ail socioeceloom

ic bouradaries. One man who killed bis wife was an engincer.

Many of the people in eur jails have very well establisheci

professions anzd have crossedl the bounds. Yes, drug and alcohol

abuse is a cause of crime. We should bc treating thnt net by

locking people up in a prison but by treating the iliness from

wbich they suifer. Yçs, poverty does put people in a vulnerable

position but il is not th. only cause of crime. To pretend thit £ l

and to hide by saying: "Let us attack the root causes of crime

and ignore the symptoms", is foolhardy. W. need to do both and

one cannot b. donc at the exclusionl of tie Cther. W. can address

the symptoms of crime now and we can deal with the more long

term pIrc starting now. The resiuIts of crime preveuition will

uiot bcsceen in the next year or two. It will take five or ten yenrs

for the resuits of crime preveaitioll to have any kind of impact.

no way of acconplishing what lit has set out te do and it lis
compromisilig federalism in the proces.

In Jnnuary Uic leader of my party descrîbed the 35th Parlia'

ment as ene without precedent and it surely is. A few yenrs ago

net very inany pregnosticators would have prcdicted a House of

Cemmons wbere tie Officiai Opposition, thc Bloc Quebeceas,

would sit in this House happily accepting Uic tille of Officiai

opposition, would swear allegiance to the Qucen and wouid

colict a salary from tic federal trcasury aIl Uic wiile on a

mission te, break np Canada by taking Quebec out cf Conféecra-
tioli.

Even fewcr ferecasters would have guiessed thnt a federal

Liberal government would sit idly by and pretend it was net 50

Who could have guesaed the Liberal goverament weuld sit on it!

bands and play politics as usuai wbule separatisis wcre chippil
awny at thc very foundation of th. country?

This sad state of affaira expiains Uic need for Reformers t'

bridge the gap and start pouring a new branad of unity concrete t

provide some cernent te whch Canadians with a commitment V

federalism migit attach themaclves, including Chose wio liIl
Quebec, perhaps cspecinily those wio live in Qucbec.

1 will take a few moments te speak to the motion a"'

particularly Uic phrase "preserving onr cultural heritag au

diversity". There are maiiy mytis and miscouiceptfi
associatcd vith culture and boritage. One tends to soe 8

myths with tic ancient Greeka, Bgyptians and Babyloflias, b

we have fosecred a few lin Canada tee. Som. cf thc mytha n
couamonly pcrpetunted include:

Myti No. 1: Canada is composcd of two foundlng ntO

Soute have gone so far as te cail the. Bagui and Uic French
founding races. Whilîcthe.niyt ay describe a contract ew
upper andlower Cmnada it la exposed when you cousiderth
tint aboriglual people have always been a factor iCad
tint for ail of our 128 years as a nation, people have comp3t
every corner of the globe Iotelp bud this country.


